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 To Ancient SDA's ............ To “What's New?” 

 

Query #58 November 2019 

 

The Blame Game                                              
 

Query: 

“We need to remember that not one person on this planet chose to be born here 

into this fallen world, whether it be in a palace, a mud hut or a refugee tent.  

No one had a choice as to who their parents were, nor the genetic inheritance 

that they would receive from their ancestors, nor the circumstances of their 

upbringing, nor the experiences that would mould their character and their 

choices.  
 

“Therefore, is anyone to be blamed for their choices, or what they become?”  
 

  
 

Response: 

I received this question as part of a large letter, and it struck a chord with me.  

As the writer later explained, the standard SDA teaching is that during the 1,000 

years the righteous are to “judge” the rebels and with the help of Jesus set their 

punishment.  Then it was asked in the letter, “Is this fair?” because of the 

conditions they were born under.  Of this, the Spirit says:  
 

    Psalm 87: 
5 And of Zion [the church of the righteous] it shall be said, This and that man 

[or woman] was [re]born in[to] her [at his or her free choice]: and the highest 

Himself shall establish her. 6 The LORD shall count, when He writes up 

the people, that this man was [re]born there [or not].  Selah [Stop and think 

prayerfully on what that means.]   
 

    Revelation 20: 
4 And I saw thrones [in heaven], and they [the redeemed of Zion] sat upon 

them, and judgment was given to them: and I saw the souls of them that 

were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 

which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had 

received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived 

and reigned with Christ a thousand years.   
 

Note that this judgment would be human against human if it is as true as it is 

taught.  In those texts the word “judge” has been mostly understood as it would 

be on earth, but when God “judges” He simply investigates and does not 

condemn or sentence as an earthly judge would.   
 

https://ancient-sda.com/index.html
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/whatsnew.html
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We often see Bible words from our human perspective, so let’s have a spiritual 

dictionary before we start: 
 

Anger or wrath = a diminishing of God’s protection  

 due to the rejection of it 

Christian = a person with an unselfish (giving) nature 

Death = “the wages (payment) of sin [not “for” sin]” Romans 6:23. 

Fury = the strength or depth of the result of rejection 

Indignation = God’s presumed emotion 

Judgment = an investigation 

Legal = a word used to describe interpretations of man-made laws 

The word is NOT in the KJV Bible, although it is used in MANY modern translations 

Penalty = the effect that deficiency of protection brings 

Priest = one trained to help others in religious exercises  

Punishment = the particular result of a lack of protection 

Sentence = the pronouncement of that result 

Sinner = a person with a selfish (grasping) nature 

Wicked = a rebel or rejecter of God’s offer 

  

There are others, but these should be sufficient for our purpose right now. 

And these understandings should be used as we read the SoP. 
 

    {Great Controversy 660.4} 

During the thousand years between the first and the second resurrection 

the judgment [investigation] of the wicked [rebels] takes place.  The apostle 

Paul points to this judgment as an event that follows the second advent.  

“Judge [investigate and decide] nothing before the time [he tells us], until the 

Lord come, who both will bring to light [reveal] the hidden things of 

darkness, and will make manifest [plain] the [secret] counsels [desires] of 

the hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5. [This is something we cannot do.]   
 

Daniel declares that when the Ancient of Days came, [the] “judgment [the 

investigation] was given [was revealed] to the saints of the Most High.” 

Daniel 7:22.  At this time the righteous reign as kings [rulers of themselves] 

and priests [helpers to bring others] unto God, [not as investigators of other 

humans].  John in the Revelation says: “I saw thrones, and they sat upon 

them, and [the] judgment was given [shown] unto them.” “They shall be 

priests of God and of Christ [His helpers], and shall reign with Him a 

thousand years.” Revelation 20:4, 6.   
 

It is at this time that, as foretold by Paul, “the saints shall judge [be shown] 

the world [through its history].” 1 Corinthians 6:2.  In union with Christ 

they judge [consider] the wicked, comparing their acts with the statute 

book, the Bible, and deciding [seeing] every case according to the deeds 



#058  1/11/2019 11:47 am            

 

 

 

3 

 

 

done in the body [we cannot know another’s mind].  Then the portion which 

the wicked must suffer is meted out [a result is pronounced by the Son of 

God], according to their works [no more, no less]; and it is recorded 

against their names in the book of death [to await the day of implementation].   
 

At that point in history everyone in the universe will be wondering how a God 

who does not interfere in His creatures’ behaviour (except to protect His own 

where He is allowed), can destroy any of them, let alone the rebellious angels, 

for it is written that the fire was originally prepared for [by] “the devil and his 

angels [it became inevitable when they closed their probation]”! Matthew 25:41. 
 

I will try and present my version of the truth, but it is not an easy subject and I 

am sure to be wrong in some places.  But the main contentions are:  Does God 

not punish at all, or maybe just once at the end of time?   
 

(There is a third option which I don’t accept: which is that no one is ever 

destroyed, but that all are converted before eternity begins.) 

 

Although much of that which is quoted above is correct in its major theme, the 

way in which it is written is in line with only half of the concepts of the Old 

Testament.  By this I mean that those who have followed God have had very 

mixed-up understanding of the character of the Godhead over the millennia – 

right up to the present.  They have never clearly distinguished between the 

LORD and Baal, the God of peace and the god of force.   
 

Some have presented God the Son as a loving Saviour (even in the Old 

Testament) but have also taken the stand that He will destroy His enemies, 

although only on that “one day” in the future.  For this is a peculiarity of many 

Bible readers – they can hold two opposing beliefs at once, believing them both 

to be true!!  But what it means in practice is that they are worshippers of both 

God and Baal and this double act needs to be altered! 

 

Others have the thought that He will destroy no one at any time, but that all will 

eventually be saved, as mentioned above.1 

 

Let’s look at the very last days of time.   

 

 

1  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism 

Christian universalism is a school of Christian theology focused around the doctrine of universal reconciliation – the view that 
all human beings will ultimately be "saved" and restored to a right relationship with God.  

The term Christian universalism was used in the 1820s by Russell Streeter of the Christian Intelligencer of Portland – a 
descendant of Adams Streeter who had founded one of the first Universalist Churches on September 14, 1785.[1][2][3] Christian 
universalists believe this was the most common interpretation of Christianity in Early Christianity, prior to the 6th century.[4][5] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_reconciliation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adams_Streeter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universalist_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_the_6th_century
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_universalism#cite_note-5
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Below is the generally accepted version, but let’s remember our spiritual 

dictionary as we read: 

 

        {Great Controversy 672.2 - 673.1}  

“Every [normal] battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments 

rolled [stained] in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire [a 

special kind of “fire”].” [Isaiah 9:5.]  “The indignation of the Lord is upon all 

nations, and His fury upon all their armies: He hath utterly destroyed 

them, He hath delivered them to the slaughter [they have taken themselves 

totally from His care].” [Isaiah 34:2.] 

 

“Upon the wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire and brimstone 

[sulphur] and an horrible tempest [the very strong wind which is characteristic of 

a sudden high temperature change]: this shall be the portion of their cup.” 

Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6, margin.   
 

Fire comes down from God out of heaven. 
    [He reveals Himself in ALL His Glory, for it is His wedding day!] 

[The following description is of the EARTH responding to that Glory.] 

 

The earth is broken up.  The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn 

forth.  Devouring flames burst from every yawning chasm.  The very 

rocks are on fire.  The day has come that [the earth] shall burn as an oven.  

The elements melt with fervent heat [an atomic dissolution?],2 the earth also, 

and the works that are therein are burned up [so the earth is reacting to 

something].  Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10.  
 

[Everything in nature is held together by our Creator God,  

 moment by moment right down to below molecular level, 

and as He is rejected so the cohesion of nature lessens 

and this is shown by the expansions and contractions of it.   
   

PARTIAL REJECTION MEANS PARTIAL DISSOLUTION  

(earthquakes, storms, floods etc.)  
 

AND COMPLETE REJECTION MEANS COMPLETE DISSOLUTION.] 

 

[God is so into GIVING life that He has built into us to hang on till the very 

last opportunity, as witnessed by the slow deaths that many people suffer 

through disease.]  
 

 
2  In an atomic bomb, there is a sudden release of energy and therefore an explosion,  

but a slow release means a slow separation of the parts.   
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The earth’s surface seems one molten mass — a vast, seething lake of fire 

[of free elements].  It is “the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly 

men — the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompenses for 

the controversy of Zion.” Isaiah 34:8.  {GC 672.2} 

 

The wicked receive their recompense in the earth.  Proverbs 11:31.   

They “shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 

the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 4:1. Some are destroyed as in a moment, 

while others suffer many days [for dissolution takes time as it feeds on sin (the 

state of rejection)].  All are punished [treated] “according to their deeds” 

[according to the depths of their rejection].  
 

The sins of the righteous having been transferred to Satan, he is made to 

suffer not only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has 

caused God’s people to commit.  His punishment is to be far greater than 

that of those whom he has deceived.  After all have perished who fell by 

his deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on.  In the cleansing flames 

[which are the preparation of the earth for reassembly into the new world] the 

wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch — Satan the root, his 

followers [angelic and human] the branches.  The full penalty of the law has 

been visited; the demands of justice have been met; and [the people of] 

heaven and earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah.  {GC 

673.1}  [This is just like “hell”, but with an ending!] 

 

My original reply was that as it is written (in human terms) it is not fair, neither 

is it true!!  Words such as “wicked”, “punishment”, “penalty”, “indignation” 

and “fury” when they are used and understood in human terms certainly give a 

completely wrong picture of the loving and non-destroying Father whom the 

Saviour came to reveal at His first advent. 
 

Even if we discount the Old Testament God as being like this (and He is not), 

we have the word of the New Testament “Father” that it is not so in His time.  

“For the Father judges no man, but has committed all judgment unto the Son”. 

John 5:22.  So who is the Father who will be the Judge of the last days?  “For 

unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon 

His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 

God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace”.  Isaiah 9:6.  Do those 

destructive words fit His character?  No, indeed, for He came only to restore. 

(Look at Romans 6:23 again.)  
 

We need to dig a little deeper. 
 

Do you still think that God the Son punishes or blames anyone because of their 

birth situation?  Do you really think that He doesn't give everyone many, many 
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chances to change?  To be reborn?  The people of the second resurrection have 

chosen over and over again to do their own thing and have rejected His way 

oftentimes during their lifetimes.  And, rightly, they are NOT blamed for this 

for it is their nature to be independent and self-serving.  Nor will they receive 

the “punishment” for their individual bad deeds done in those situations but will 

obtain the RESULT of ONE consistent choice – the rejection of Life, which 

means dissolution of structure. 
 

The idea of punishment in any form cannot be in line with a good God any 

more than an eternally burning hell, but it can be misread in the words as that 

doctrine is.   
 

In the query was also the thought that the righteous will work hard at trying to 

get the rebels to change their mind BEFORE the dissolution.  Are we believing 

that they will do what God the Spirit and God the Son are not??  Trying to stop 

them perishing??  No, I am sorry, but that also is just not true.  [“For God sent not 

His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. 

John 3:17.]  The impertinence and arrogance of such a belief staggers me, for it 

implies that the righteous are better than the Son of God and can do what He 

cannot, or will not, do.  But humans (especially “church” people), are always 

trying to do God’s work for Him. 
 

That was Lucifer’s ambition: 

     Isaiah 14: 
12 How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  How 

are you cut down to the ground, which did weaken the nations! 13 For you 

have said in your heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 

above the stars [angels] of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the 

congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights 

of the clouds; I will be like the most High [and in this case, even higher!!] 

  
15 Yet you shall be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit [not right 

into it yet].   
 

And this is what is going to happen to him before the 1,000+ years: 
 

    {Great Controversy 419.2 to 420.1} 

 “And [on the Day of Atonement] Aaron [as a picture of the Son of God] shall lay 

both his hands upon the head of the live [second] goat [Satan], and confess 

over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 

transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the 

[scape]goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the 

wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a 

land not inhabited.” [Leviticus 16] Verses 21, 22.   
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The scapegoat came no more into the camp of Israel, and the [fit] man 

who led him away was required to wash himself and his clothing with 

water before returning to the camp.  {GC 419.2} 
 

The whole ceremony was designed to impress the Israelites with the 

holiness of God and His abhorrence of sin; and, further, to show them 

that they could not come in contact with sin without becoming polluted  

. . . The goat then bore them away, and they were [then] regarded as 

forever separated from the people. {GC 420.1}   
 

Everyone who ends up in the Lake of Fire will have had many opportunities to 

repent and be reborn, even without the righteous rushing out of the city and 

trying to persuade them at the end (which is the latest version of universalism). 

After all, it is the Holy Spirit's “job” (desire) to convict them, not ours, and He 

will have done a very thorough work.  The Lake of Fire and the Sea of Glass are 

the same area – it is internal sin, or the absence of it, which decides the effect it 

has on a creature, which is why the righteous will not be harmed by it for ALL 

their sins have been transferred. 
 

If it is argued that the saints are only helping Christ in His work at that time [the 

1,000 years] then the teaching of the sanctuary rituals has to be ignored, for they 

show that there will be a cessation of forgiveness on the Day of Atonement 

[prior to the Second Advent], and the subsequent placing of all the confessed sins of 

all God’s people on the head of the second goat will remove them from them 

forever.3 To believe that all (or even some) of the rebels are saved at the end of 

the 1,000 years is to believe that Christ’s atonement and the pictures shown in 

the sanctuary rituals apply till then, even after the scapegoat is led away into the 

wilderness, for this happens before He is crowned King. 
 

The high priest then changed his clothes (Leviticus 16:23-24) and that is where 

we see the Son of God cease His priestly duties and become a King and come 

forth to His people to start a new eternity. 
 

What God has been trying to tell us gently, because it is something we don't 

really want to know (Hababbuk 1:5), is that every one of the rebels [including 

little old rebel ladies] will WANT to conquer (use force on) our loving Saviour 

(who they think of as the antichrist) and right then they see an opportunity to do 

so!  What they do not know is that their desire will have a reaction to the 

amount of sin which is now in them and that this will cause the dissolution of 

their bodies to commence. [They will have caused their own deaths!] 

 

 
3 There is no “list” of sins, no “books” of record in the sanctuary, only drops of blood on the ground and they 
are “removed” by other drops of “blood”! 
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The rebels really believe that they can conquer the city and what to them is the 

“false” Christ.  The Godhead, that is, all three of Them, will spend (and have 

spent) all their time trying to stop this from developing, not starting it.   

And that's one of the things we will learn during the 1,000 years.  They know 

what the end will be and shudder at the thought of it!!   
 

Why can’t They stop it?  (See note 1, page 36.) 

 

Anciently, a prophet tried to understand what was going on in the world and 

raised the question which is in everybody’s mind. 
 

    Habakkuk 1: 
1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.    
2 O LORD, how long shall I cry, and You will not hear!   Even cry out to 

You of violence [in the land], and You will not save!  
    
3 Why do You show me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance?  For 

spoiling and violence are before me: and there are [those] that raise up 

strife and contention. 4 Therefore the law is slacked [disregarded], and 

judgment does never go forth: for the wicked does compass about [triumph 

over] the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceeds. 
 

[God’s answer:]    
5 Behold you among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously:  

for I will work a work in your days, which you will not believe, though it 

be [Me that] told you. 6 For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans [the Babylonians], 

that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the 

land, to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs.    
 

I quote Habakkuk because he couldn't (wouldn't) accept that God the Son would 

use Babylon to punish Israel - and he was right on both counts and yet wrong in 

the long run, for although God did NOT do it – punish or abandon His people – 

it did happen.  Israel did it to themselves when they forced God to lower the 

barrier of protection – they ALLOWED Babylon to overcome them.  We know 

that to be the truth for then, and it will be true in the future.  But was just too 

hard to take that as the nation’s final and complete end.  
 

And that fact is what the Old Testament prophets and people, and the New 

Testament prophets and people have largely missed.  We bring our troubles on 

ourselves by our choice to ignore God’s word and do our own thing.  
 

Occasionally, it comes from an outside source as when Satan attacked Job, but 

even that was NOT a special case as Job admitted later, for he had left places for 

the devil to get at him. It was a result of a normal Christian situation!!   
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But even today many refuse to believe that either!  They would prefer to believe 

that God gambles with Satan! 

 

In the past I have used a phrase, “God does not punish, hurt or destroy, any one, 

at any time, for any reason”.  But that is a negative statement and now it needs 

to be made positive. 
 

God ONLY forgives, heals, and continually gives life, 

to every one, all the time,  

because that is His nature and He can do nothing else. 
 

How does this apply to the rejecters (rebels), who are not “wicked” [terribly 

sinful] but simply staying true to their nature?  In the judgement of the righteous 

and rebels only one question can really be asked – Would you like to live with 

Me in My kingdom under My rules?  In the case of the righteous, those who 

have accepted His gift of Life and have been reborn, every sin which is 

confessed is forgiven without any further ado (check that out for yourself and 

realise that confession is for our benefit – God already knows what we have 

done – but we don’t always see the sinfulness or result of every wrong action.)  

Christ said, “Father, forgive them for they do not know [the depth of] what they 

are doing”.  Luke 23:34.)   
 

However, when we realise and confess to it, we are “justified (just-as-if we had 

never sinned) by “imparted” righteousness and any sins not confessed because 

they are not recognised as such, are covered by His “imputed” righteousness, 

and so we will say, “Yes please”.   
 

IN EXACTLY THE SAME MANNER, every rebel, those who have rejected 

the Godhead’s offer of a new life, cannot be forgiven because they are the 

“children” of the devil and do not come under the authority or training of God.  

Their answer will be “No thanks”, which must be accepted. 
 

    John 8: 
39 They [the church leaders] answered and said to Him, Abraham is our 

father. Jesus said to them, If you were Abraham's children, you would do 

the works of Abraham. 40 But now you seek to kill Me [that was one of His 

proofs of their condition, their desire to use force], a man that has told you the 

truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham.  
 

41 You do the deeds of your father.  
 

Then said they to Him, We be not born of fornication; we have one 

Father, even God. 42 Jesus said to them, If God were your Father, you 

would love Me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I 
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of Myself, but He sent Me [agreed with My decision]. 43 Why do you not 

understand My speech?  Even because you cannot hear My word [you 

need a spiritual ear]. 

 
44 You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father you will 

do.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him.  When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his 

own: for he is a liar, and the father [originator] of it. 45 And because I tell 

you the truth, you believe Me not.   
   
Here is a classic example of a correct prayer: 

    Daniel 9: 
3 And I set my face to the LORD God, to seek by prayer and 

supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes [the physical signs of 

contrition in his day]. 4 And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made my 

confession, and said,  
 

O LORD, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to 

them that love Him, and to them that keep His commandments;  
  
5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, 

and have rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts [principles] and 

from your judgments [daily advices]: 6 neither have we hearkened to Your 

servants the prophets, which spoke in Your name to our kings, our 

princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.  
 

7 O LORD, righteousness [always doing the right thing] belongs to You, but 

to us confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, that are near, and that are far 

off, through all the countries whither You have driven them, because of 

their trespass that they have trespassed against You. 
   
8 O LORD, to us belongs confusion of face [and words], to our kings, to our 

princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against You.  
 
9 [Then, in an aside to his companions, he said] To the LORD our God belong 

mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him;  
10 neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in His 

laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets.  
 

 [Then, turning back to God, he said] 
11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed Your law, even by departing, that they 

might not obey Your voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and 
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the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because 

we have sinned against Him. [Deuteronomy 27:14-26.]   
 

So what actually will happen at the judgment during the 1,000 years? 

 

The saints will look at the books desiring to see WHY ‘so and so’ has not been 

resurrected with them.  Many who they were sure would be are not there, and 

many they were sure would never be with them were!!  This anomaly must be 

explained to them, and it seems that it will take the better part of the 1,000 years 

to do this, among other things. 
 

Then we are given a picture of the third advent with the King and His city, 

complete with citizens, coming back to earth at the end of the 1,000 years for 

the second resurrection.  Zechariah 14.  Why have one then?  Because although 

the righteous have seen the accounts in visions (it is sometimes expressed as 

being handwritten at the time by the angels), some may not be fully convinced, 

for we can only see the actions, not the motive which is in the heart.  This is 

exactly what happened in heaven when God told the angelic host that their 

favourite angel was a traitor!  They struggled with that – the word of God and 

the evidence which appeared to say the opposite.  We might call that “a legal” 

problem.  (See note 5, page 42 for more on this subject.) 

 

So God set up a “theatre” on this earth in which “the way [effect] of sin” was to 

be revealed.  It took about 4,000 years of harsh reality and many generations to 

penetrate the cunning lies and spin that Lucifer put on the events of history, but 

they got the message finally when they saw Satan [the enemy] unmasked at the 

cross when he openly tried to kill the Son of God.  Revelation 12:9-10.  
 

What did God do in that theatre?  He let the rebels have their own way till the 

loyal angels saw the reality (He let the tares grow with the wheat.  He even 

supplied the power for their continued existence, which is why He so often 

blames Himself for their actions) – but when THEY (the loyal angels) saw what 

happened at Calvary they refused to have anything more to do with the rebels.  

“The servants said to him, Will you then that we go and gather them up?  But he 

said, Nay; lest while you gather up the tares, you root up also the wheat with 

them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will 

say to the reapers, Gather you together first the tares, and bind them in bundles 

to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn [after that]”. Matthew 13:28-30.  
 

In the same way, many of the righteous redeemed will only be convinced when 

they SEE the rebels continue to reject and choose to attack the city in the false 

understanding of why they are doing it.  Isaiah tells us that even the babies who 

come up in that second resurrection will be given ample time in which to grow 

up and show their characters.  It is only when they find out that they have been 
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fed a monstrous lie, that they will turn on Satan and their religious leaders and 

attack them instead of the city. 
 

In words used to describe the attitude of the few rebels left alive at the second 

coming, we see the effect on all of them at the third advent. 
 

    {Great Controversy 655.3-4} 

Ministers and people see that they have not sustained the right relation to 

God.  They see that they have rebelled against the Author of all just and 

righteous law.  The setting aside of the divine precepts gave rise to 

thousands of springs of evil, discord, hatred, iniquity, until the earth 

became one vast field of strife, one sink of corruption.  This is the view 

that now appears to those who rejected truth and chose to cherish error.  
“And He said [to Cain], What have you done? the voice of your brother's 

blood cries to Me from the ground”.  Genesis 4:10.  
 

[Later, He said, “So you shall not pollute the land wherein you are:  

for blood it defiles the land:  

and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein,  

but by the blood of him that shed it”.  Numbers 35:33.] 
4
  

 

No language can express the longing which the disobedient and disloyal 

feel for that which they have lost forever — eternal life.  [They want it but 

refuse the only way to have it (you must be born again!]  Men whom the world 

has worshiped for their talents and eloquence now see these things in 

their true light.  They realize what they have forfeited by transgression, 

and they fall at the feet of those whose fidelity they have despised and 

derided, and confess that God has loved them. [Revelation 3:9.] {GC 655.3} 

 

The people see that they have been deluded.  They accuse one another of 

having led them to destruction; but [keeping true to their nature] all unite in 

heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. [There is a change 

of direction and an escalation of murderous anger, but no removal of it.] 
5   

 

Unfaithful pastors have prophesied smooth things; they have led their 

hearers to make void the law of God and to persecute those who would 

keep it holy.  Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the 

world their work of deception [they knew what they were doing!] The 

multitudes are filled with fury.  “We are lost!” they cry, “and you are the 

cause of our ruin;” and they turn upon the false shepherds.   

 
4 I will attempt to explain why later. 
5 Christians have had a change of “programme” (an update) at rebirth –  

such as from Windows 7 to Windows 10. 
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The very ones that once admired them most will pronounce the most 

dreadful curses upon them.  The very hands that once crowned them with 

laurels will be raised for their destruction.  The swords which were to slay 

God’s people are now employed to destroy their enemies.  Everywhere 

there is strife and bloodshed [even while their bodies are dissolving in the Lake 

of Fire, for in the last day that increase of anger will start it!] {GC 655.4} 
 

    Zechariah 14: 
12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the 

people that have fought [intended to fight] against [new] Jerusalem; their 

flesh shall consume away [fall apart] while they stand upon their feet, and 

their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall 

consume away in their mouth. 
   
13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the 

LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the 

hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his 

neighbour.   
 

    {Education 99.2} 

The same power that upholds nature, is working also in man.  The same 

great laws [the Ten Commandments] that guide alike the star and the atom 

control human life.   
 

The laws [programmes] that govern the heart’s action, regulating the flow 

of the current of life to the body, are the laws of the mighty Intelligence 

that has the jurisdiction of the soul.  From Him all life proceeds.  Only in 

harmony with Him can be found its true sphere of action.  For all the 

objects of His creation the condition is the same — a life sustained by 

receiving the life of God, a life exercised in harmony with the Creator’s 

will.  To transgress His law, physical, mental, or moral, is to place one’s 

self out of harmony with the universe, to introduce discord, anarchy, ruin 

[and death – separation from LIFE].   
 

    {Vol 1 Selected Messages 235.2} 

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. 
   
The sinner brings the punishment upon himself.   
 

His own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure result.  
  
Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in him a 

[deepening] change of character, and makes it more easy for him to 

transgress again.  By choosing to sin, men separate themselves from God, 
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cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is 

ruin and death.  

But before that result, the Son of God says during the 100 years: 
 

    Isaiah 65: 
17 For, behold, I [will] create new heavens and a new earth:  

and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind [it will not 

be erased from the mind, simply not considered as important enough to dwell on.  

See EW 17.2]. 
   
18 But be you glad and rejoice for ever in that which I [will] create: for, 

behold, I [will] create [new] Jerusalem a rejoicing [in its new position], and 

her people a joy [to the universe]. 19 And I will rejoice in [new] Jerusalem, 

and joy in My people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in 

her, nor the voice of crying. 20 There shall be no more thence [in her] an 

infant of days, nor an old man that has not filled his days [his potential, for 

all have “grown up” spiritually as well as physically].  
 

[but]  
For the [unredeemed] child shall [not] die [the second death under] a hundred 

years old; but the sinner [rejecter] being a hundred years old shall be 

accursed [shall receive the curse, for sin affects the earth. “And to Adam He said  

. . . cursed is the ground for your sake [by your action]; in sorrow shall you eat of it all 

the days of your life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to you; and you shall 

eat the herb of the field . . .”  Genesis 3:17-18.]  
 

[Then the behaviour of the redeemed is described in earthly terms] 
21 And they [the righteous] shall build houses [around the city in the holy area] 

and inhabit them [during the waiting period]; and they shall plant vineyards, 

and eat the fruit of them [this takes time to produce]. 22 They shall not build, 

and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days 

of a tree are the days of My people, and My elect shall long enjoy the 

work of their hands.  
 

{Early Writings 17.3} 

Then we began to look at the glorious things outside of the city.   

There I saw most glorious houses, that had the appearance of silver, supported 

by four pillars set with pearls most glorious to behold.  These were to be 

inhabited by the saints.  In each was a golden shelf.  I saw many of the saints 

go into the houses, take off their glittering crowns and lay them on the shelf, 

then go out into the field by the houses to do something with the earth; not as 

we have to do with the earth here; no, no.  A glorious light shone all about 

their heads, and they were continually shouting and offering praises to God.]   
 

23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth [produce actions] for trouble 

[i.e. sinful behaviour, Nahum 1:9]; for they are the seed of the blessed of the 
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LORD, and their offspring with them.6 24 And it shall come to pass, that 

before they call, I will answer [saying, This is the way, Isaiah 30:18-21]; and 

while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall 

feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall 

be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 

mountain, says the LORD. [There will be no force on their side.]   
 

In that text we have been told that youngest child in the rejecting list will not die 

the second death before it is a hundred years old, which means that the children 

of the righteous will grow up naturally also. [Malachi 4:2]  So the period of being 

camped around the city will last that long, over twice the average age of 

humanity over the ages.  
 

There is a great “gulf” (an attitude of mind, as in the parable of Lazarus and the 

rich man, Luke 16:19-31) between “the living” and “the dead” during the 100-

year period and each will be kept busy without coming into contact with the 

other.   
 

Now we need to read the whole of the last chapter of The Great Controversy 

asking the Spirit to show us the truth of it, for we must choose between the two 

different scenarios.  I have added the emphases. 
 

    {Great Controversy 662.1 to 678.3} 

At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth [this is 

the third advent].  He is accompanied by the host of the redeemed and 

attended by a retinue of angels.  As He descends in terrific majesty [His 

normal self for the first time in the creation, His rightful state, for everyone now 

accepts that He is one of the Godhead.  He is no longer “Michael” (an angelic figure 

who is like God), but “Jehovah” (the God who keeps His word)].  He bids [asks, 

John 5:28-29] the wicked dead arise to receive their doom. [They had refused 

the first resurrection!  But now] They come forth, a mighty host, numberless 

as the sands of the sea.  What a contrast to those who were raised at the 

first resurrection!   The righteous were clothed with immortal youth and 

beauty.  The wicked bear the traces of disease and death.  {GC 662.1} 

 

Every eye in that vast multitude is turned to behold the glory of the Son 

of God.  With one voice the wicked hosts exclaim: “Blessed is He that 

cometh in the name of the Lord!”  It is not love to Jesus that inspires this 

utterance.  The force of truth urges the words from unwilling lips.   
 

 
6  “Offspring” in this context denotes the righteous ACTIONS of the redeemed. 
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As the wicked went into their graves, so they come forth with the same 

enmity to Christ and the same spirit of rebellion.  They are to have no 

new probation in which to remedy the defects of their past lives.   

Nothing would be gained by this.  A lifetime of transgression has not 

softened their hearts.  A second probation, were it given them, would be 

occupied as was the first in evading the requirements of God and 

exciting rebellion against Him.  {GC 662.2} 

 

[So, what is the purpose of this resurrection? 

1. The righteous have to SEE that it is the rebels’ choice – not God’s.  

2. The rebels must understand what they have done during their lifetimes. 
 

Lateral thought: 

We are not told of the Father’s emotions at that time, but from the parable of 

the prodigal son, (Luke 15:11-32), we can be sure that He will be crying great 

tears of distress, as will everyone present at that time.  Even though we are 

told that He knows the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10)
7
 this is the one 

thing that is hidden from Him.  What choice will we make as individuals?  

This is changeable, yes or no, this or that way, until we have experienced the 

first death.  My writer suggests that if He had known that so many would 

choose rebellion, a sensible God would not have embarked on such a costly 

experiment.  But had He known then He would not be continually calling on 

us to repent, for it would mean that all were pre-destined as some believe.  

And the fact that He did, tells us that this was the ONLY way to settle the 

controversy once and for all.   
 

Here is the principle: 
 

                       {Christ’s Object Lessons 209.2} 

Was the elder brother brought to see his own mean, ungrateful spirit?  Did he 

come to see that though his brother had done wickedly, he was his brother 

still?  Did the elder brother repent of his jealousy and hardheartedness?  

Concerning this, Christ was silent.  For the parable was still enacting, and it 

rested with His hearers to determine what the outcome should be.   
 

Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, whence, after His 

resurrection, He ascended, and where angels repeated the promise of His 

return.  Says the prophet [Zechariah]: “The Lord my God shall come, and 

all the saints with Thee.” [That is an interesting comment.  You will need the 

Spirit to explain it to you.]  
 

“And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is 

before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the 

 
7 He knows the end of large entities, nations, churches, and special people etc. under Newtonian physics, but 
the individuals within them normally operate with free-will, so He does NOT know how and what they will do, 
as in quantum physics, till they do it. 
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midst thereof, ...  and there shall be a very great valley [a flat area for the city 

to rest on].”  
 

“And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be 

one Lord, and His name [character] one.” Zechariah 14:5, 4, 9.   
 

As the New Jerusalem, in its dazzling splendor, comes down out of 

heaven, it rests upon the place purified and made ready to receive [capable 

of receiving] it [a tremendously sinless metropolis], and Christ, with His people 

and the angels, enters the Holy City.  {GC 662.3} 

  
Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggle for the supremacy.   

While deprived of his power and cut off from his work of deception, the 

prince of evil was miserable and dejected; but as the wicked dead are 

raised and he sees the vast multitudes upon his side, his hopes revive, and 

he determines not to yield the great controversy.  He will marshal all the 

armies of the lost under his banner and through them endeavor to execute 

his plans. [He is still out of touch with reality.]  The wicked are Satan’s 

captives.  In rejecting Christ they have accepted the rule of the rebel 

leader.  They are ready to receive his suggestions and to do his bidding.   
 

Yet, true to his early cunning, he does not acknowledge himself to be 

Satan.  He claims to be the prince who is the rightful owner of the world 

and whose inheritance has been unlawfully wrested from him. [He can’t 

help lying, for it is in his nature.]  He represents himself to his deluded 

subjects as a redeemer, assuring them that his power has brought them 

forth from their graves and that he is about to rescue them from the most 

cruel tyranny. [What an overpowering deception!  What a chance to use “righteous” 

force!!]   
 

The presence of Christ having been removed, Satan works wonders to 

support his claims.  He makes the weak strong and inspires all with his 

own spirit and energy.  He proposes to lead them against the camp of the 

saints and to take possession of the City of God.  With fiendish exultation 

he points to the unnumbered millions who have been raised from the dead 

and declares that as their leader he is well able to overthrow the city and 

regain his throne and his kingdom.  {GC 663.1} 

  
In that vast throng are multitudes of the long-lived race that existed 

before the Flood; men of lofty stature and giant intellect, who, yielding to 

the control of fallen angels, devoted all their skill and knowledge to the 

exaltation of themselves; men whose wonderful works of art led the 

world to idolize their genius, but whose cruelty and evil inventions, 
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defiling the earth and defacing the image of God, caused Him to blot 

them from the face of His creation.   
 

There are kings and generals who conquered nations, valiant men who 

never lost a battle, proud, ambitious warriors whose approach made 

kingdoms tremble.  In death these experienced no change.  As they come 

up from the grave, they resume the current of their thoughts just where it 

ceased.  They are actuated by the same desire to conquer that ruled them 

when they fell.  {GC 664.1} 

  
Satan consults with his angels, and then with these kings and conquerors 

and mighty men.  They look upon the strength and numbers on their side, 

and declare that the army within the city is small in comparison with 

theirs, and that it can be overcome.  They lay their plans to take 

possession of the riches and glory of the New Jerusalem.   
 

All immediately begin to prepare for battle.  Skillful artisans construct 

implements of war.  Military leaders, famed for their success, marshal 

the throngs of warlike men [and women] into companies and divisions 

[like a boot camp].  {GC 664.2} 

  
At last the order to advance is given [at the end of the 100 years],  

and the countless host moves on — an army such as was never 

summoned by earthly conquerors, such as the combined forces of all ages 

since war began on earth could never equal.  Satan, the mightiest of 

warriors, leads the van [is in front], and his angels unite their forces for this 

final struggle.  Kings and warriors are in his train, and the multitudes 

follow in vast companies, each under its appointed leader.  With military 

precision the serried ranks [rows of people standing close together, like an army 

on parade] advance over the earth’s broken and uneven surface to the City 

of God [and the Sea of Glass which surrounds it].   
 

By command of Jesus, the gates of the New Jerusalem are closed [they 

have been open for all that time before this, Isaiah 60:11; Revelation 21:25], and the 

armies of Satan surround the city on the sea of glass and make ready for 

the onset. {GC 664.3} 

  
[BUT FIRST]  

Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies.  Far above the city, 

upon a foundation of burnished gold, is a [white] throne [representing the 

purity of His justice], high and lifted up.  Upon this throne sits the Son of 

God, and around Him are the subjects of His kingdom.  The power and 

majesty of Christ no language can describe, no pen portray.  The glory 

of the Eternal Father is enshrouding His Son.  The brightness of His 
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presence fills the City of God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding 

the whole earth with its radiance [It is called “The sea of glass like unto 

crystal” in Revelation 4:6; 15:2, and is brightest at its beginning, for it is being 

“reflected” by the redeemed].  {GC 665.1} 

  
(1) Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous in the cause of 

Satan, but who, plucked as brands from the burning, have followed 

their Saviour with deep, intense devotion.   
 

(2) Next are those who perfected Christian characters in the midst of 

falsehood and infidelity, those who honored the law of God when the 

Christian world declared it void [the 144,000],  
 

(3) and [then] the millions, of all ages, who were martyred for their faith.  
  

(4) And beyond is the “great multitude, which no man could number,  

of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues [the position is 

ALWAYS at the choice of the individual] . . .   
 

[these are all] before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 

robes, and palms in their hands.” Revelation 7:9.  Their warfare is ended, 

their victory won.  They have run the race and reached the prize.  The 

palm branch in their hands is a symbol of their triumph, the white robe an 

emblem of the spotless righteousness of Christ which now is theirs [for 

they were changed at the first resurrection.  See note 1, page 36 again.] {GC 665.2} 

  
The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoes and re-echoes through 

the vaults of heaven: “Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 

and unto the Lamb.”  [Revelation 7] Verse 10.  And angel and seraph unite 

their voices in adoration.  As the redeemed have beheld the power and 

malignity of Satan, they have seen, as never before, that no power but that 

of Christ [as God] could have made them conquerors.  In all that shining 

throng there are none to ascribe salvation to themselves, as if they had 

prevailed by their own power and goodness.  Nothing is said of what they 

have done or suffered; but the burden of every song, the keynote of every 

anthem, is: Salvation [belongs] to our God and unto the Lamb. {GC 665.3} 

  
In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and heaven the 

final coronation of the Son of God takes place. [This is the final recognition 

of His place in the creation.]  And now, invested with supreme majesty and 

power, the King of kings pronounces sentence upon the rebels against His 

government and executes justice [He allows their choice to come] upon those 

who have transgressed His law and oppressed His people. [See Matthew 
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25.]   [He has no option in this, for it is expressed (reflected) by His redeemed, who 

ALL believe in absolute freedom of choice.] 

 

Says the prophet of God: “I saw a great white [the colour of pure justice] 

throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 

fled away; and there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, 

small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 

judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to 

their works.” Revelation 20:11, 12. [See also Matthew 25.]  {GC 666.1}   
  
As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks 

upon the wicked, they are conscious of every sin which they have ever 

committed.  They see just where their feet diverged from the path of 

purity and holiness, just how far pride and rebellion have carried them in 

the violation of the law of God.  The seductive temptations which they 

encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessings perverted, the messengers 

of God despised, the warnings rejected, the waves of mercy beaten back 

by the stubborn, unrepentant heart — all appear as if written in letters of 

fire.  {GC 666.2} 

  
Above the throne is revealed the cross; and like a panoramic [TV] view 

appear the scenes of Adam’s temptation and fall, and the successive steps 

in the great plan of redemption.  The Saviour’s [the Son of man’s] lowly 

birth; His early life of simplicity and obedience; His baptism in Jordan; 

the fast and temptation in the wilderness; His public ministry, unfolding 

to men heaven’s most precious blessings; the days crowded with deeds of 

love and mercy, the nights of prayer and watching in the solitude of the 

mountains; the plottings of envy, hate, and malice which repaid His 

benefits; the awful, mysterious agony in Gethsemane beneath the 

crushing weight of the sins of the whole world; His betrayal into the 

hands of the murderous mob; the fearful events of that night of horror — 

the unresisting prisoner,8 forsaken by His best-loved disciples, rudely 

hurried through the streets of Jerusalem; the Son of God exultingly 

displayed before Annas, arraigned in the high priest’s palace, in the 

judgment hall of Pilate, before the cowardly and cruel Herod, mocked, 

insulted, tortured, and condemned to die — all are vividly portrayed.  

{GC 666.3} [All this comes from the Son of God’s data base.] 

  
And now before the swaying multitude are revealed the final scenes — 

the patient Sufferer treading the path to Calvary; the Prince of heaven 

 
8 Rather than give out force and cruelty, the Son of God accepts it! 
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hanging upon the cross; the haughty priests and the jeering rabble 

deriding His expiring agony; the supernatural darkness; the heaving earth, 

the rent rocks, the open graves, marking the moment when the world’s 

Redeemer yielded up His life.  {GC 667.1} 

  
The awful spectacle appears just as it was.  Satan, his angels, and his 

subjects have no power to turn from the picture of their own work.   

Each actor recalls the part which he performed.  Herod, who slew the 

innocent children of Bethlehem that he might destroy the King of Israel; 

the base Herodias, upon whose guilty soul rests the blood of John the 

Baptist; the weak, timeserving Pilate; the mocking soldiers; the priests 

and rulers and the maddened throng who cried, “His blood be on us, and 

on our children!” — all behold the enormity of their guilt.  They vainly 

seek to hide from the divine majesty of His countenance, outshining the 

glory of the sun, while the redeemed cast their crowns at the Saviour’s 

feet, exclaiming: “He died for me!” {GC 667.2} 

  
Amid the ransomed throng are the apostles of Christ, the heroic Paul, the 

ardent Peter, the loved and loving John, and their truehearted brethren, 

and with them the vast host of martyrs; while outside the walls, with 

every vile and abominable thing, are those by whom they were 

persecuted, imprisoned, and slain.  There is Nero, that monster of cruelty 

and vice, beholding the joy and exaltation of those whom he once 

tortured, and in whose extremist anguish he found satanic delight.  His 

mother is there to witness the result of her own work; to see how the evil 

stamp of character transmitted to her son, the passions encouraged and 

developed by her influence and example, have borne fruit in crimes that 

caused the world to shudder.  {GC 667.3} 

  
There are papist priests and prelates, who claimed to be Christ’s 

ambassadors, yet employed the rack, the dungeon, and the stake to 

control the consciences of His people.  There are the proud pontiffs who 

exalted themselves above God and presumed to change the law of the 

Most High.  Those pretended fathers of the church have an account to 

render to God from which they would fain be excused.  Too late they are 

made to see that the Omniscient One is jealous of His law and that He 

will in no wise clear the guilty.  They learn now that Christ identifies His 

interest with that of His suffering people; and they feel the force of His 

own words: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 

My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” Matthew 25:40.  {GC 668.1} 

  
The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bar of God on the charge 

of high treason against the government of heaven.  They have none to 
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plead their cause; they are without excuse; and the sentence of eternal 

death is pronounced against them.  {GC 668.2} 
 

[There is no more high priestly work being done for them,  

Christ is now pronounced King for the last time.] 

  
[Now comes the final work of the Spirit of God.] 

It is now evident to all that the wages of sin is not noble independence 

and eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death.  The wicked see what they 

have forfeited by their life of rebellion.  The far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory was despised when offered them; but how 

desirable it now appears.  “All this,” cries the lost soul, “I might have 

had; but I chose to put these things far from me.  Oh, strange infatuation!   

I have exchanged peace, happiness, and honor for wretchedness, infamy, 

and despair.” All see that their exclusion from heaven is just.  By their 

lives they have declared: “We will not have this Man [Jesus] to reign over 

us.” {GC 668.3} 

 

As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son 

of God.  They see in His hands the tables of the divine law [the mechanism 

of Life], the statutes which they have despised and transgressed.  They 

witness the outburst of wonder, rapture, and adoration from the saved; 

and as the wave of melody sweeps over the multitudes without the city, 

all with one voice exclaim, “Great and marvelous are Thy works, Lord 

God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints”  

(Revelation 15:3); and, falling prostrate, they worship the Prince of life.  

{GC 668.4} 

  
Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory and majesty of Christ.   

He who was once a covering cherub remembers whence he has fallen.   

A shining seraph, “son of the morning;” how changed, how degraded!   

From the council where once he was honored, he is forever excluded.   

He sees another now standing near to the Father, veiling His glory.   

He has seen the crown placed upon the head of Christ by an angel of lofty 

stature and majestic presence, and he knows that the exalted position of 

this angel might have been his.  {GC 669.1} 

  
Memory recalls the home of his innocence and purity, the peace and 

content that were his until he indulged in murmuring against God, and 

envy of Christ.  His accusations, his rebellion, his deceptions to gain the 

sympathy and support of the angels, his stubborn persistence in making 

no effort for self-recovery when God would [could] have granted him 

forgiveness — all come vividly before him.   
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He reviews his work among men and its results — the enmity of man 

toward his fellow man, the terrible destruction of life, the rise and fall of 

kingdoms, the overturning of thrones, the long succession of tumults, 

conflicts, and revolutions.  He recalls his constant efforts to oppose the 

work of Christ and to sink man lower and lower.  He sees that his hellish 

plots have been powerless to destroy those who have put their trust in 

Jesus.  As Satan looks upon his kingdom, the fruit of his toil, he sees only 

failure and ruin.  He has led the multitudes to believe that the City of God 

would be an easy prey; but he [now] knows that this is false.  Again and 

again, in the progress of the great controversy, he has been defeated and 

compelled to yield.  He knows too well the power and majesty of the 

Eternal.  {GC 669.2} 

  
The aim of the great rebel has ever been to justify himself and to prove 

the divine government responsible for the rebellion.  To this end he has 

bent all the power of his giant intellect.  He has worked deliberately and 

systematically, and with marvelous success, leading vast multitudes to 

accept his version of the great controversy which has been so long in 

progress.  For thousands of years this chief of conspiracy has palmed off 

falsehood for truth.  But the time has now come when the rebellion is to 

be finally defeated and the history and character of Satan disclosed.   
 

In his last great effort to dethrone Christ, destroy His people, and take 

possession of the City of God, the archdeceiver has been fully unmasked.   
 

Those who have united with him see the total failure of his cause.  

Christ’s followers and the loyal angels behold the full extent of his 

machinations against the government of God.  He is the object of 

universal abhorrence.  {GC 670.1} 

 

Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him for heaven.   

He has trained his powers to war against God; the purity, peace, and 

harmony of heaven would be to him supreme torture.  His accusations 

against the mercy and justice of God are now silenced.  The reproach 

which he has endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself.  

And now Satan bows down and confesses the justice of his sentence.  

{GC 670.2} 

  
“Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name?  for Thou only 

art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy 

judgments are made manifest.” [Revelation 15] Verse 4.  Every question of 

truth and error in the long-standing controversy has now been made plain.  

The results of rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have 
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been laid open to the view of all created intelligences.  The working out 

of Satan’s rule in contrast with the government of God has been presented 

to the whole universe.  Satan’s own works have condemned him. [And in 

the same way, the works of all the other rejecters have condemned them.]   
 

God’s wisdom, His justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicated.   

It is seen that all His dealings in the great controversy have been 

conducted with respect to the eternal good of His people and the good 

of all the worlds that He has created.  “All Thy works shall praise Thee, 

O Lord; and Thy saints shall bless Thee.” Psalm 145:10.   
 

The history of sin will stand to all eternity as a witness that with the 

existence of God’s law is bound up the happiness of all the beings He has 

created.  With all the facts of the great controversy in view, the whole 

universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare: “Just and 

true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints.” {GC 670.3} 

  
Before the universe has been clearly presented the great sacrifice made by 

the Father and the Son in man’s behalf.  The hour has come when Christ 

occupies His rightful position [for the first time] and is glorified above 

principalities and powers and every name that is named.  It was for the 

joy that was set before Him — that He might bring many sons unto glory 

— that He endured the cross and despised the shame.  And inconceivably 

great as was the sorrow and the shame, yet greater is the joy and the 

glory.   
 

He looks upon the redeemed, renewed in His own image, every heart 

bearing the perfect impress of the divine, every face reflecting the 

likeness of their King.  He beholds in them the result of the travail of His 

soul, and He is satisfied [that His agony is worth it].   
 

Then, in a voice that reaches the assembled multitudes of the righteous 

and the wicked, He declares: “Behold the purchase of My blood!   For 

these I suffered, for these I died, that they might dwell in My presence 

throughout eternal ages.” And the song of praise ascends from the white-

robed ones about the throne: “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 

glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12.  {GC 671.1} 

 

[Genesis 9: 
4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall you not eat.  

[The Life is in the blood!]   
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5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast 

will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother 

will I require the life of man.   
 

Leviticus 17: 
11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the 

altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that makes an 

atonement for the soul.   
 

Deuteronomy 12: 
23 Only be sure that you eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; and you 

may not eat the life with the flesh. 24 You shall not eat it; you shall pour it 

upon the earth as water.   
 

John 6: 
53 Then Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, Except you eat the 

flesh of the Son of man, and drink His blood, you have no life in you.  
 
54 Whoso eats My flesh, and drinks My blood, has eternal life; and I will raise 

him up at the last day.  
  
55 For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. 56 He that eats 

My flesh, and drinks My blood, dwells in Me, and I in him.]   
 

    {Great Controversy 671.2} 

Notwithstanding that Satan has been constrained to acknowledge God’s 

justice and to bow to the supremacy of Christ, his character remains 

unchanged.  The spirit of rebellion, like a mighty torrent, again bursts 

forth.  Filled with frenzy, he determines not to yield the great 

controversy.  The time has come for a last desperate struggle against the 

King of heaven.  He rushes into the midst of his subjects and endeavors to 

inspire them with his own fury and arouse them to instant battle.   
 

But of all the countless millions whom he has allured into rebellion, there 

are none now to acknowledge his supremacy.  His power is at an end.  

The wicked are filled with the same hatred of God that inspires Satan; but 

they see that their case is hopeless, that they cannot prevail against 

Jehovah.  Their rage is kindled against Satan and those who have been 

his agents in deception, and with the fury of demons they turn upon 

them [while they are standing on the sea of glass].  {GC 671.2} 

 

Saith the Lord: “Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; 

behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the 

nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy 

wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness [but it will be the result of his 

own choice].  They shall bring thee down to the pit.” “I will destroy thee,  
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O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire....  I will cast thee 

to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee....   

I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that 

behold thee....  Thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.” 

Ezekiel 28:6-8, 16-19.  {GC 672.1} 

  
“Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled 

[stained] in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.”  
 

“The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon all 

their armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He hath delivered them to 

the slaughter.” “Upon the wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire 

and brimstone and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their 

cup.” Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6, margin.  Fire comes down from God 

out of heaven.  The earth is broken up.  The weapons concealed in its 

depths are drawn forth.  Devouring flames burst from every yawning 

chasm.  The very rocks are on fire.  The day has come that shall burn as 

an oven.  The elements melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the 

works that are therein are burned up.  Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10.   

The earth’s surface seems one molten mass — a vast, seething lake of 

fire.  It is the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly men — “the 

day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the 

controversy of Zion.” Isaiah 34:8.  {GC 672.2} 

 

[Now we may see the force of God’s words, “blood defiles the land”  

and it can only be cleansed by blood.  Numbers 35:33; Leviticus 17:11.] 

 

The wicked receive their recompense in the earth.  Proverbs 11:31.   

They “shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 

the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 4:1.  Some are destroyed as in a moment, 

while others suffer many days.  All are punished “according to their 

deeds.”  
 

The sins of the righteous having been transferred to Satan, he is made to 

suffer not only for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has 

caused God’s people to commit. [The guilt of these had been transferred to him 

in the scapegoat transaction before the Second Coming when the Sanctuary was 

cleansed.  See note 2, page 37.]  His punishment is to be far greater than that 

of those whom he has deceived.  After all have perished who fell by his 

deceptions, he is still to live and suffer on.  In the cleansing flames the 

wicked are at last destroyed, root and branch — Satan the root, his 

followers the branches.  The full penalty of the law has been visited; the 

demands of justice have been met [it has been “reset”]; and heaven and 

earth, beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah.  {GC 673.1} 
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 Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended.  For six thousand years he has 

wrought his will, filling the earth with woe and causing grief throughout 

the universe.  The whole creation [particularly our solar system] has groaned 

and travailed together in pain.   
 

[Romans 8: 
20 For the creature [creation, our solar system] was made subject to vanity 

[selfishness], not willingly, but by reason of him [Adam, with his sin] who has 

subjected the same [delivered it to live] in hope, 21 because the creature [creation] 

itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God.  
 
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together 

until now. 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit [the imparted righteousness], even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.]   
 

Now God’s creatures are forever delivered from his presence and 

temptations.  “The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they [the righteous] 

break forth into singing.” Isaiah 14:7.  And a shout of praise and triumph 

ascends from the whole loyal universe.  “The voice of a great multitude,” 

“as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,” is 

heard, saying: “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 

Revelation 19:6.  {GC 673.2} 

  
While the earth was wrapped in the fire of destruction [and restoration], the 

righteous abode safely in the Holy City.  Upon those that had part in the 

first resurrection, the second death has no power.  While God is to the 

wicked a consuming fire, He is to His people both a sun and a shield.  

Revelation 20:6; Psalm 84:11.  {GC 673.3} 

 

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away.” Revelation 21:1.  The fire that consumes the 

wicked purifies the earth.  Every trace of the curse is swept away.   

No eternally burning hell will keep before the ransomed the fearful 

consequences of sin.  {GC 674.1} 

  
One reminder alone remains: Our Redeemer will ever bear the marks of 

His crucifixion.  Upon His wounded head, upon His side, His hands and 

feet, are the only traces of the cruel work that sin has wrought.  Says the 

prophet, beholding Christ in His glory: “He had bright beams coming out 

of His side: and there was the hiding of His power.” [For he had now seen 

something of the wonder of it all.] Habakkuk 3:4, margin.   
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That pierced side whence flowed the crimson stream that reconciled man 

to God — there is the Saviour’s glory, there “the hiding of His power.” 

“Mighty to save,” through the sacrifice of redemption, He was therefore 

strong to execute justice upon them that despised God’s mercy.  And the 

tokens of His humiliation are His highest honor; through the eternal ages 

the wounds of Calvary will show forth His praise and declare His power.  

{GC 674.2} 

  
“O Tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto Thee 

shall it come, even the first dominion.” Micah 4:8.  The time has come to 

which holy men have looked with longing since the flaming sword barred 

the first pair from Eden, the time for “the redemption of the purchased 

possession.” Ephesians 1:14.   
 

The earth originally given to man as his kingdom, betrayed by him into 

the hands of Satan, and so long held by the mighty foe, has been brought 

back by the great plan of redemption.  All that was lost by sin has been 

restored.  “Thus saith the Lord ...  that formed the earth and made it; He 

hath established it, He created it not in vain, He formed it to be 

inhabited.” Isaiah 45:18.  God’s original purpose in the creation of the 

earth is fulfilled as it is made the eternal abode of the redeemed.  
  
“The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein forever.” Psalm 

37:29.  {GC 674.3} 

  
A fear of making the future inheritance seem too material has led many to 

spiritualize away the very truths which lead us to look upon it as our 

home.  Christ assured His disciples that He went to prepare mansions for 

them in the Father’s house.  Those who accept the teachings of God’s 

word will not be wholly ignorant concerning the heavenly abode.  And 

yet, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 

of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”  

1 Corinthians 2:9.  Human language is inadequate to describe the reward 

of the righteous.  It will be known only to those who behold it.  No finite 

mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God.  {GC 674.4} 

  
In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called “a country [a planet].” 

Hebrews 11:14-16.  There the heavenly Shepherd leads His flock to 

fountains of living waters.  The tree of life yields its fruit every month, 

and the leaves of the tree are for the service of the nations.  There are 

ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast 

their shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord.  

There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the 
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mountains of God rear their lofty summits.  On those peaceful plains, 

beside those living streams, God’s people, so long pilgrims and 

wanderers, shall find a home.  {GC 675.1} 

  
“My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, 

and in quiet resting places.” “Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, 

wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls 

Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” “They shall build houses, and inhabit 

them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.  They shall 

not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: ...  

Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.” Isaiah 32:18; 60:18; 

Isaiah 65:21, 22.  {GC 675.2} 

  
There, “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and 

the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” “Instead of the thorn 

shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the 

myrtle tree.” “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 

shall lie down with the kid; ...  and a little child shall lead them.” “They 

shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain,” saith the Lord.  Isaiah 

35:1; 55:13; Isaiah 11:6, 9.  {GC 675.3} 

  
Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of heaven.  There will be no more 

tears, no funeral trains, no badges of mourning.  “There shall be no more 

death, neither sorrow, nor crying: ...  for the former things are passed 

away.” “The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell 

therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” Revelation 21:4; Isaiah 33:24.  

{GC 676.1} 

  
There is the New Jerusalem, the metropolis of the glorified new earth, “a 

crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of 

thy God.” “Her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a 

jasper stone, clear as crystal.” “The nations of them which are saved shall 

walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and 

honor into it.” Saith the Lord: “I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My 

people.” “The tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 

them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, 

and be their God.” Isaiah 62:3; Revelation 21:11, 24; Isaiah 65:19; 

Revelation 21:3.  {GC 676.2} 

  
In the City of God “there shall be no night.” None will need or desire 

repose.  There will be no weariness in doing the will of God and offering 

praise to His name.  We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning and 
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shall ever be far from its close.  “And they need no candle, neither light 

of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light.” Revelation 22:5.   
 

The light of the sun will be superseded by a radiance which is not 

painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses the brightness of 

our noontide. [Isaiah 30:26.]  The glory of God and the Lamb floods the 

Holy City with unfading light. The redeemed walk in the sunless glory of 

perpetual day.  {GC 676.3} 

  

“I saw no temple therein [in the city]:9 for the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are the temple of it.” Revelation 21:22.  The people of God are 

privileged to hold open communion with the Father and the Son.  “Now 

we see through a glass, darkly.” 1 Corinthians 13:12.  We behold the 

image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His 

dealings with men; but then we shall see Him face to face, without a 

dimming veil between.  We shall stand in His presence and behold the 

glory of His countenance [His full majesty].  {GC 676.4} 

  
There the redeemed shall know, even as also they are known.  The loves 

and sympathies which God Himself has planted in the soul shall there 

find truest and sweetest exercise.  The pure communion with holy beings, 

the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the faithful 

ones of all ages who have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind together “the whole family in 

heaven and earth” (Ephesians 3:15) — these help to constitute the 

happiness of the redeemed.  {GC 677.1} 

  
There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-failing delight the 

wonders of creative power, the mysteries of redeeming love.  There will 

be no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt to forgetfulness of God.  Every faculty 

will be developed, every capacity increased.  The acquirement of 

knowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies.  There the 

grandest enterprises may be carried forward, the loftiest aspirations 

reached, the highest ambitions realized; and still there will arise new 

heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, 

fresh objects to call forth the powers of mind and soul and body.  {GC 

677.2} 

  
All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God’s 

redeemed.  Unfettered by mortality, they wing their tireless flight to 

worlds afar — worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of human 

 
9 It is a few fields away outside the city.  EW 18.1 to 19.1. 
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woe and rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul.  

With unutterable delight the children of earth enter into the joy and the 

wisdom of unfallen beings.  They share the treasures of knowledge and 

understanding gained through ages upon ages in contemplation of God’s 

handiwork.  With undimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation 

— suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order circling the 

throne of Deity.  Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the 

Creator’s name is written, and in all are the riches of His power 

displayed.  {GC 677.3} 
 

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more 

glorious revelations of God and of Christ.  As knowledge is progressive, 

so will love, reverence, and happiness increase.  The more men learn of 

God, the greater will be their admiration of His character.  As Jesus opens 

before them the riches of redemption and the amazing achievements in 

the great controversy with Satan, the hearts of the ransomed thrill with 

more fervent devotion, and with more rapturous joy they sweep the harps 

of gold; and ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands 

of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of praise.  {GC 678.1} 

  
“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 

earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 

Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon 

the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” Revelation 5:13.  {GC 

678.2} 

  
The great controversy is ended.  Sin and sinners are no more.  The entire 

universe is clean.  One pulse of harmony and gladness beats through the 

vast creation.  From Him who created all, flow life and light and 

gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space.  From the minutest 

atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their 

unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare that God is love.  {GC 

678.3} 

 

Conclusion: 

In the texts throughout this article words have been used as they would be on 

earth, but when God “judges” He investigates.  It is in His nature to save us 

from the effects of our sins and throughout history He has been able to do that 

for His people – but even He cannot do that for those who refuse it, for we have 

been given the choice and He must respect it.   
 

The Lake of Fire, which is self-produced by the rebels, is something that God 

cannot prevent, for it is a result of the shedding of blood which contains the 
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mechanism of LIFE!  So when the investigation shows what the results will be 

they cannot be altered.  In the end, God is totally exonerated in the eyes of His 

creatures as One who has never punished, hurt or destroyed any one at any time 

for any reason!!    
 

 

Who wants to add (or subtract!) from these thoughts? I won't argue as I have stated, but I will 

publish your Scriptures so that we may review all the words of God on the subject.  Some of 

the comments on this page are adapted from books in my library. Recognition is not always 

given because they are not intended as authorities, but are used because they express my 

understanding clearly. 
 

Next query. To be discussed from 1st December, 2019 

 

Query: 

I read recently about some cities of refuge.  What are they and why were they 

necessary? 

 

 

For contact: 

mail to:  nonconformist@mail.com  or ron_pars@hotmail.com 

 

To see the list of some of my past queries, click here. 

To see past queries and my responses, click here.  

_________________________ 

Note 1: 

I was recently led to an article that stressed that the Law of God (the Ten Commandments), 

mean much more than a set of rules imposed on to humanity.  Many among us have seen that 

they are the character of God written on stone, or in our case, on paper.  But in the article, it 

is proposed that they are also the mechanism by which the worlds of the universe and the 

creatures of them, “live and move and have their being” Acts 17:28, and this fits nicely in 

with my understanding at what is going to happen in the Lake of Fire.  If they reject God 

completely there is nothing to hold that creation (the rebel) together, and each one will start 

to disintegrate.   
 

Here is The New Paradigm by Timothy Jennings. [My summary] 

Using the analogy of a computer Tim has proposed that every human has an internal “hard 

drive” on which is being stored the “data” and programmes of his or her life, from birth to 

death.  This is equivalent to Windows 7.  We call it our “mind” (it is NOT our brain, for that 

is a physical thing).  Everything that our mind has ever seen, heard, tasted, spoken, 

experienced etc. is stored on it [we call it memory], but, of course, access to it is soon “lost” in 

the passage of time by our behaviour and we find it hard to retrieve some of the “memories” 

and many “files” become “corrupted”.  This “data” naturally includes sins and confessions, as 

well as unknown transgressions, and some “programmes”. 
 

However, there is a data base in “the cloud” which also keeps a running record of all the 

“data” and “programmes” as they are used.  This is stored “as is” in the Master Computer – 

the mind of our LORD and Saviour. 

file:///D:/A%20Passport%20travelling/Travelling%20on%20C%20drive/My%20webs/my_page/past_queries/burnt_offerings_aug_14.html%23.
mailto:nonconformist@mail.com
http://ancient-sda.com/my_page/queries_past.html
http://ancient-sda.com/my_page/some_queries_to_ponder.html
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When we die the recording stops and the “body” moulders away, the “spirit”, the power of 

Life (exercised through the Ten Commandments), goes back to God and our “soul” or 

personality ceases to exist. (It requires both body and spirit to be combined for the soul to 

be.)  All that is left is the record “in the cloud” (i.e. in the mind of our Saviour).  But this will 

include some corrupt files and programmes. 
 

From then on, before the resurrection of the redeemed from the grave our Saviour can replay 

and modify, move to another directory, and even enhance the “cloud” version, and He does 

so where necessary, with our prior permission.  It is this “cleansed” version that He will use 

to reinstate us in the first resurrection.  The “body” has returned to dust, so He makes us a 

new one, then connects the power Source, Himself as our Creator, as our spirit (Genesis 2:7), 

which has been disconnected from us while we are on “standby”.   (See note 4, page 41 for an 

attempt to explain His authority to do this.)  
 

Finally, He places the clean “data version” in the new body as its “soul”, which means that 

our personality is preserved in a much better condition than the original!  We are still 

recognisably the individual we were, yet in a much better state. It is not just a “legal” work 

that He does, but a spiritual one, for we will be a “new creation”. 
 

Sadly, He cannot do that for the sinful dead for He does not have their permission, in fact 

they have refused it often and so they must take the consequences. 
 

To see the original article, click 

url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomeandreason.com%2Ffiles%2FNPIJ%2FNewPar
adigm_InvestigativeJudgement_web.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ceaa
e382b27d545a313b408d73e3ae754%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaa
aaa%7C1%7C0%7C637046295010963986&amp;sdata=aEHYEqhwiN0DO
YqTXy9MRnef1d6o%2FHuHAEQlG%2Fgte00%3D&amp;reserved=0  
 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Note 2: 
{Great Controversy 409.1} 

The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and the central pillar of the 

advent faith was the declaration: “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 

sanctuary be cleansed.” Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words to all believers in the 

Lord’s soon coming.  By the lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the watchword 

of their faith.  All felt that upon the events therein foretold depended their brightest 

expectations and most cherished hopes.  These prophetic days had been shown to terminate in 

the autumn [October] of 1844.  . . . 
 

{Great Controversy 415.3 to 416.2} 

The work of Christ as man’s intercessor is presented in that beautiful prophecy of Zechariah 

concerning Him “whose name is the Branch.” Says the prophet: “He shall build the temple of 

the Lord; and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His [the Father’s] throne; 

and He shall be a priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between Them 

both.” Zechariah 6:12, 13.   
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomeandreason.com%2Ffiles%2FNPIJ%2FNewParadigm_InvestigativeJudgement_web.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ceaae382b27d545a313b408d73e3ae754%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637046295010963986&amp;sdata=aEHYEqhwiN0DOYqTXy9MRnef1d6o%2FHuHAEQlG%2Fgte00%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomeandreason.com%2Ffiles%2FNPIJ%2FNewParadigm_InvestigativeJudgement_web.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ceaae382b27d545a313b408d73e3ae754%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637046295010963986&amp;sdata=aEHYEqhwiN0DOYqTXy9MRnef1d6o%2FHuHAEQlG%2Fgte00%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomeandreason.com%2Ffiles%2FNPIJ%2FNewParadigm_InvestigativeJudgement_web.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ceaae382b27d545a313b408d73e3ae754%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637046295010963986&amp;sdata=aEHYEqhwiN0DOYqTXy9MRnef1d6o%2FHuHAEQlG%2Fgte00%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomeandreason.com%2Ffiles%2FNPIJ%2FNewParadigm_InvestigativeJudgement_web.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ceaae382b27d545a313b408d73e3ae754%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637046295010963986&amp;sdata=aEHYEqhwiN0DOYqTXy9MRnef1d6o%2FHuHAEQlG%2Fgte00%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcomeandreason.com%2Ffiles%2FNPIJ%2FNewParadigm_InvestigativeJudgement_web.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Ceaae382b27d545a313b408d73e3ae754%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637046295010963986&amp;sdata=aEHYEqhwiN0DOYqTXy9MRnef1d6o%2FHuHAEQlG%2Fgte00%3D&amp;reserved=0
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“He shall build the temple of the Lord.”  By His sacrifice and mediation Christ is both the 

foundation and the builder of the church [temple] of God.  The apostle Paul points to Him as 

“the chief Cornerstone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth into an holy 

temple in the Lord: in whom ye also,” he says, “are builded together for an habitation of God 

through the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:20-22.  {GC 416.1} 

 

“He shall bear the glory.” To Christ belongs the glory of redemption for the fallen race.  

Through the eternal ages, the song of the ransomed ones will be: “Unto Him that loved us, 

and washed us from our sins in His own blood, ...  to Him be glory and dominion for ever and 

ever.” Revelation 1:5, 6.  {GC 416.2} 

 

But the most important question remains to be answered:  

What is the cleansing of the sanctuary?   [See note 3, page 39.] 

 

That there was such a service in connection with the earthly sanctuary is stated in the Old 

Testament Scriptures.  But can there be anything in heaven to be cleansed?  In Hebrews 9 the 

cleansing of both the earthly and the heavenly sanctuary is plainly taught.  “Almost all things 

are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.  It was 

therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these 

[the blood of animals]; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these” 

(Hebrews 9:22, 23), even the precious blood of Christ. {GC 417.2} . . . 
 

{Great Controversy 420.1-2}   [Remember that God the Son IS the Sanctuary] 

Important truths concerning the atonement are taught by the typical earthly service.   

A substitute [a Lamb] was accepted in the sinner’s stead; but the sin was not canceled by the 

blood of the victim.  A means was thus provided by which it was transferred to the 

sanctuary.
10

  By the offering of blood [carrying the mechanism (principles) of the Ten Commandments] 

the sinner acknowledged the authority of the law, confessed his guilt in transgression, and 

expressed his desire for pardon [cleansing] through faith in a Redeemer [and a Bridegroom] to 

come; but he was not yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law.   
 

On the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation [a 

bullock, Leviticus 16:3, 6, 11-14], went into the most holy place with the blood of this offering, 

and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly over the law, to make satisfaction for its claims.  

Then, in his character of mediator, he took the [record of the] sins upon himself [with the blood of 

a goat] and bore them from the sanctuary [because it represents His blood, His LIFE].  Placing his 

hands upon the head of the scapegoat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus in figure 

transferring them from himself to the goat.  The goat then bore them away, and they were 

regarded as forever separated from the people.  {GC 420.1} 

 

Such was the service performed “unto the example and shadow of heavenly things.” And 

what was done in type in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary is done in reality in the 

ministration of the heavenly sanctuary.  After His ascension our Saviour began His work as 

our high priest.  Says Paul: “Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which 

are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 

us.” Hebrews 9:24.  {GC 420.2} 

____________________________________ 

 
10 The sin offering was normally eaten by the priest (in token form), and it was the blood of His offering, a 
bullock, which effected the “means” of the transfer.  The blood of a lamb NEVER went into the sanctuary.  
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What about the Unconfessed sins of the righteous? 

Many have gone down to the grave with grievous unrecognised sins [caused by faulty 

programmes] and misunderstandings of doctrine.  How do they get to be in the first 

resurrection?  The Spirit of God deals mostly with imparted [received] righteousness in the 

Scriptures, but there is an aspect of Christ’s righteousness called “imputed” [on behalf of] 

which simply means that the Son of God (who has the “data base” of iniquity in His mind) 

removes them also on to the scapegoat when He (the high priest) carries the confessed sins 

out of the building.   
 

Micah 7: 
18 Who is a God like to You, that pardons iniquity, and passes by the transgression of the 

remnant of His heritage?  He retains not His anger for ever, because He delights in mercy.  
19 He will turn again [do another thing], He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our 

iniquities; and You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.   

 

{Prophets and Kings 586.2 to 587.2} 

In his own strength, man cannot meet the charges of the enemy.  In sin-stained garments, 

confessing his guilt, he stands before God.  But Jesus, our Advocate, presents an effectual 

plea in behalf of all who by repentance and faith have committed the keeping of their souls to 

Him.  He pleads their cause, and by the mighty arguments of Calvary, vanquishes their 

accuser.  His perfect obedience to God’s law has given Him all power in [the eyes of] heaven 

and in earth, and He claims from His Father [and the people of the universe] mercy and 

reconciliation for guilty man.  To the accuser of His people He declares:  
 

“The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan.  These are the purchase of My blood, brands plucked 

from the burning.” And to those who rely on Him in faith, He gives the assurance, 

“Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with 

change of raiment.” Zechariah 3:4.  {PK 586.2} 
 

All who have put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness will stand before Him as chosen and 

faithful and true.  Satan has no power to pluck them out of the hand of the Saviour.  Not one 

soul who in penitence and faith has claimed His protection will Christ permit to pass under 

the enemy’s power.  His word is pledged: “Let him take hold of My strength, that he may 

make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.” Isaiah 27:5.  The promise given to 

Joshua is given to all: “If thou wilt keep My charge, ...  I will give thee places to walk among 

these that stand by.” Zechariah 3:7.  Angels of God will walk on either side of them, even in 

this world, and they will stand at last among the angels that surround the throne of God.  {PK 

587.1} 

 

Zechariah’s vision of Joshua and the Angel applies with peculiar force to the experience of 

God’s people in the closing scenes of the great day of atonement . . . {PK 587.2} 

 

Leviticus 16: 
17 And there shall be no man in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goes in to make 

an atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and have made an atonement for himself, 

and for his household, and for all the congregation of Israel. 18 And he shall go out to the altar 

that is before the LORD, and make an atonement for it; and shall take of the blood of the 

bullock, and of the blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about.    
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{Great Controversy 420.1} 

On the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, 

went into the most holy place with the blood of this offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy 

seat, directly over the law, to make satisfaction for its claims.  Then, in his character of 

mediator, he took the sins upon himself and bore them from the sanctuary.  

___________________________ 

 

 

 

Note 3:   

Here is an interesting thought regarding the living saints at the Second Advent.  We should 

have no problem with it if we remember that BOTH the earthly and heavenly sanctuaries are 

PICTURES of what goes on in our Saviour, for He IS the real Sanctuary.  It is to Him that we 

are to make our confessions: it is to Him that the guilt of is transferred: so He needs to 

“cleansed” as much as the earthly and the heavenly sanctuaries do.  This is NOT just a legal 

matter, but a spiritual one. 
 

    Daniel 8: 
13 Then I heard one Saint speaking, and another saint said to that certain Saint which 

spoke, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the 

transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden 

under foot? 14 And He said to me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then 

shall the sanctuary be cleansed.    
 

{The Consecrated Way to Christian Perfection, by A T Jones}   [1905] 

The service in the earthly sanctuary shows also that in order for the sanctuary to be cleansed 

and the course of the gospel service there to be finished, it must first be finished in the people 

who have a part in the service.   
 

That is to say: In the sanctuary itself, transgression could not be finished, an end of sins and 

reconciliation for iniquity could not be made, and everlasting righteousness could not be 

brought it, until all this had been accomplished in each person who had a part in the service 

of the sanctuary.   
 

The sanctuary itself could not be cleansed until each of the worshipers had been cleansed.   
 

The sanctuary itself could not be cleansed so long as, by the confessions of the people and the 

intercessions of the priests, there was pouring into the sanctuary a stream of iniquities, 

transgression, and sins.  The cleansing of the sanctuary, as to the sanctuary itself, was the 

taking out of and away from the sanctuary all the transgression of the people which, by the 

service of the priests, had been taken into the sanctuary during the service of the year.  And 

this stream must be stopped at its fountain in the hearts and lives of the worshipers, before 

the sanctuary itself could possibly be cleansed.   {1905 ATJ, CWCP 117.3} 

 

Therefore the very first work in the cleansing of the sanctuary was the cleansing of the 

people.  That which was preliminary and essential to the cleansing of the sanctuary itself, to 

the finishing of the transgression and bringing in everlasting righteousness, there, was the 

finishing of transgression, and the making an end of sins, and making reconciliation for 

iniquity, and bringing in everlasting righteousness in the heart and life of each one of the 

people themselves.   
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When the stream that flowed into the sanctuary was thus stopped at its source [when the 144,000 

stop sinning and have confessed all their past transgressions], then, and then alone, could the sanctuary 

itself [i.e. Christ] be cleansed from the sins and transgression which, from the people, by the 

intercession of the priests, had flowed into the sanctuary [Him].   {1905 ATJ, CWCP 118.1} 

 

Advent Review and Sabbath Herald A T Jones     [1900] 

The cleansing of the sanctuary, the work of the atonement under the Levitical law, was a 

work of judgment.  For, said the scripture, “Whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in 

that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people.” Lev.  23:39.  Whoever did not 

make confession of sin that day, could have no part in the atonement that was made that day; 

and when the sanctuary had been cleansed, and atonement made, he was to be cut off without 

mercy — he had no other chance, his probation was gone.  {September 18, 1900 ATJ, ARSH 

600.33} 

  
So, likewise, in the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary, in the atonement made once for all, 

whosoever shall not confess his sins, and be partaker of the intercession of Christ, can have 

no part in the atonement of Christ; and when that sanctuary shall have been cleansed, and that 

atonement made, he will be cut off without mercy — he will have no other opportunity, his 

probation will be ended.   
 

Of such it will be said, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let 

him be filthy still.”  No longer will the precious, cleansing blood be applied.  These are they 

who shall wring out and drink the dregs of the cup that is in the hand of the LORD (Ps.  

75:8); these are they who “shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 

without mixture into the cup of his indignation.” Rev.  14:10.  {September 18, 1900 ATJ, 

ARSH 600.34} 

 

{The Consecrated Way to Christian Perfection, by A T Jones}   [1905] 

The sacrifices and the service in the earthly sanctuary could not take away the sins of men 

and so could not bring them to this perfection.  But the sacrifice and the ministry of the true 

High Priest in the sanctuary and the true tabernacle do accomplish this.  This does take 

away utterly every sin.   
 

And the worshiper is so truly purged that he has no more conscience of sins.   
 

By the sacrifice, the offering, and the service of Himself, Christ took away the sacrifices and 

the offerings and the service which could never take away sins, and by His perfect doing of 

the perfect will of God He established the will of God.  “By the which will we are sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Heb.  10:10.  {1905 ATJ, 

CWCP 81.2} 

 

{The Consecrated Way to Christian Perfection, by A T Jones}   [1905] 

The finishing of this work of the sanctuary and for the sanctuary was, likewise, the finishing 

of the work for the people.  For in that day of the cleansing of the sanctuary, which was the 

Day of Atonement, whosoever of the people did not by searching of heart, confession, and 

putting away of sin take part in the service of the cleansing of the sanctuary was cut off 

forever.  Thus the cleansing of the sanctuary extended to the people and included the 

people as truly as it did the sanctuary itself.   
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And whosoever of the people was not included in the cleansing of the sanctuary and was not 

himself cleansed, equally with the sanctuary, from all iniquity and transgression and sin was 

cut off forever.  Lev.  16:15-19, 29-34; 23:27-32.  {1905 ATJ, CWCP 113.3} 

___________________________ 

 

Note 4: 

When we ask for the change of heart, which is like asking for the update from Windows 7 to 

Windows 10 [Windows 8 is another state of being], we have to “accept all the conditions” 

that come with it.  It is also likened to accepting an “engagement” to marry and giving 

permission for our Lord and Master to prepare us for the “wedding”.  A marriage is a time of 

revealing of our self to our partner as we really are!  24/7.   And we will want to “show Him 

off” as the best “bridegroom” in the world!! 
 

Yes, you can find all this written in the Book.  Remember that I said that this is not easy to 

explain on paper – you will have to ask the Spirit for more.  (See John 3:5.) 

___________________________ 

 

 

Note 5:  Here are some examples of the use of the word “legal” in other translations. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=legal&qs_version=NIV 

 

Ruth 4:7 

(Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become final, 

one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of legalizing 

transactions in Israel.) 

In Context | Full Chapter | Other Translations  
 

Acts 19:39 

If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly. 

In Context | Full Chapter | Other Translations  
 

Acts 22:25 

As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it legal 

for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” 

In Context | Full Chapter | Other Translations  
 

Colossians 2:14 

having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned 

us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 

In Context | Full Chapter | Other Translations 

 

Below are other instances of the use of the words of the last verse in various translations.  

___________________________ 

 

   

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=legal&qs_version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4:7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4:6-8&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Ruth%204:7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19:39&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19:38-40&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Acts%2019:39
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+22:25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+22:24-26&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Acts%2022:25
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2:14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2:13-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Colossians%202:14
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[The abbreviations codes of the Bibles are explained below.  The emphases and brackets are 

in the original.  You might want to look at the Phillips and the MSG (Message) versions.] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Colossians%202:14 

 

KJ21 

blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us. He 

took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross; 

ASV 

having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 

us: and he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross; 

AMP 

having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of legal demands [which were in force] 

against us and which were hostile to us. And this certificate He has set aside and completely 

removed by nailing it to the cross. 

AMPC 

Having cancelled and blotted out and wiped away the handwriting of the note (bond) with its 

legal decrees and demands which was in force and stood against us (hostile to us). This [note 

with its regulations, decrees, and demands] He set aside and cleared completely out of our 

way by nailing it to [His] cross. 

BRG 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 

took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

CSB 

He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, 

and has taken it away by nailing it to the cross. 

CEB 

He destroyed the record of the debt we owed, with its requirements that worked against us. 

He canceled it by nailing it to the cross. 

CJB 

He wiped away the bill of charges against us. Because of the regulations, it stood as a 

testimony against us; but he removed it by nailing it to the execution-stake. 

CEV 

God wiped out the charges that were against us for disobeying the Law of Moses. He took 

them away and nailed them to the cross. 

DARBY 

having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was 

contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; 

DLNT 

having wiped-out the written-document against us with its decrees, which was opposed to us. 

Indeed, He has taken it out of the middle, having nailed it to the cross! 

DRA 

Blotting out the handwriting of the decree that was against us, which was contrary to us. And 

he hath taken the same out of the way, fastening it to the cross: 

ERV 

Because we broke God’s laws, we owed a debt—a debt that listed all the rules we failed to 

follow. But God forgave us of that debt. He took it away and nailed it to the cross. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Colossians%202:14
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=KJ21
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=ASV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=AMP
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=AMPC
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=BRG
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=CJB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=DARBY
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=DLNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=DRA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=ERV
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EHV 

God erased the record of our debt brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood 

against us, but he took it away by nailing it to the cross. 

ESV 

by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 

ESVUK 

by cancelling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 

aside, nailing it to the cross. 

EXB 

He ·canceled [wiped out; erased] the ·record [certificate] of debt, ·which listed all the rules 

we failed to follow [L with its decrees that were against us; C the record of sins revealed 

through the OT law; Eph. 2:15]. He ·took it away [set it aside; destroyed it] and nailed it to 

the cross. 

GNV 

And putting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 

he even took it out of the way, and fastened it upon the cross, 

GW 

He did this by erasing the charges that were brought against us by the written laws God had 

established. He took the charges away by nailing them to the cross. 

GNT 

he canceled the unfavorable record of our debts with its binding rules and did away with it 

completely by nailing it to the cross. 

HCSB 

He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, 

and has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the cross. 

ICB 

We owed a debt because we broke God’s laws. That debt listed all the rules we failed to 

follow. But God forgave us that debt. He took away that debt and nailed it to the cross. 

ISV 

having erased the charges that were brought against us, along with their obligations that were 

hostile to us. He took those charges away when he nailed them to the cross. 

PHILLIPS 

In Christ, you were circumcised, not by any physical act, but by being set free from the sins 

of the flesh by virtue of Christ’s circumcision. You, so to speak, shared in that, just as in 

baptism you shared in his death, and in him are sharing the miracle of rising again to new 

life—and all this because you have faith in the tremendous power of God, who raised Christ 

from the dead. You, who were spiritually dead because of your sins and your uncircumcision 

(i.e. the fact that you were outside the Law), God has now made to share in the very life of 

Christ! He has forgiven you all your sins: Christ has utterly wiped out the damning evidence 

of broken laws and commandments which always hung over our heads, and has completely 

annulled it by nailing it over his own head on the cross. And then having drawn the sting of 

all the powers ranged against us, he exposed them, shattered, empty and defeated, in his final 

glorious triumphant act! 

JUB 

blotting out the bill of the decrees that was against us, which was contrary to us and took it 

out of the way, nailing it to his cross, 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=EHV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=EXB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=GNV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=GW
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=GNT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=HCSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=ICB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=ISV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=PHILLIPS
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=JUB
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KJV 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 

took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

AKJV 

blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 

took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

LEB 

having destroyed the certificate of indebtedness in ordinances against us, which was hostile to 

us, and removed it out of the way by nailing it to the cross. 

TLB 

and blotted out the charges proved against you, the list of his commandments which you had 

not obeyed. He took this list of sins and destroyed it by nailing it to Christ’s cross. 

MSG 

Entering into this fullness is not something you figure out or achieve. It’s not a matter of 

being circumcised or keeping a long list of laws. No, you’re already in—insiders—not 

through some secretive initiation rite but rather through what Christ has already gone through 

for you, destroying the power of sin. If it’s an initiation ritual you’re after, you’ve already 

been through it by submitting to baptism. Going under the water was a burial of your old life; 

coming up out of it was a resurrection, God raising you from the dead as he did Christ. When 

you were stuck in your old sin-dead life, you were incapable of responding to God. God 

brought you alive—right along with Christ! Think of it! All sins forgiven, the slate wiped 

clean, that old arrest warrant canceled and nailed to Christ’s cross. He stripped all the 

spiritual tyrants in the universe of their sham authority at the Cross and marched them naked 

through the streets. 

MEV 

He blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us and contrary to us, and He 

took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross. 

MOUNCE 

having canceled the certificate of debt with its legal demands against us, which was hostile to 

us. · He has taken it away · by nailing it to the cross. 

NOG 

He did this by erasing the charges that were brought against us by the written laws God had 

established. He took the charges away by nailing them to the cross. 

NABRE 

obliterating the bond against us, with its legal claims, which was opposed to us, he also 

removed it from our midst, nailing it to the cross; 

NASB 

having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile 

to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

NCV 

He canceled the debt, which listed all the rules we failed to follow. He took away that record 

with its rules and nailed it to the cross. 

NET 

He has destroyed what was against us, a certificate of indebtedness expressed in decrees 

opposed to us. He has taken it away by nailing it to the cross. 

NIRV 

He wiped out what the law said that we owed. The law stood against us. It judged us. But he 

has taken it away and nailed it to the cross. 
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NIV 

having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned 

us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 

NIVUK 

having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned 

us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 

NKJV 

having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to 

us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

NLV 

We had broken the Law many ways. Those sins were held against us by the Law. That Law 

had writings which said we were sinners. But now He has destroyed that writing by nailing it 

to the cross. 

NLT 

He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 

NMB 

And he has put out the handwriting that was against us, contained in the written law: he has 

taken it out of the way and has fastened it to his cross, 

NRSV 

erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 

the cross. 

NRSVA 

erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 

the cross. 

NRSVACE 

erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 

the cross. 

NRSVCE 

erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 

the cross. 

NTE 

He blotted out the handwriting that was against us, opposing us with its legal demands. He 

took it right out of the way, by nailing it to the cross. 

OJB 

Having erased the handsigned sefer of guilt choiv (debt), the heavenly indictment against us 

in the maleh chukat haTorah (full statute requirement of the Torah), which was against us. 

Moshiach has done away with this opposing record, having nailed it to Moshiach’s Etz. 

TPT 

He canceled out every legal violation we had on our record and the old arrest warrant that 

stood to indict us. He erased it all—our sins, our stained soul—he deleted it all and they 

cannot be retrieved! Everything we once were in Adam has been placed onto his cross and 

nailed permanently there as a public display of cancellation. 

RGT 

and blotting out the handwriting of the ordinances against us which opposed us. He has taken 

it out of the way and fastened it upon the cross. 

RSV 

having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands; this he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NLV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NMB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NRSVACE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=NTE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Kehillah%20in%20Colossae%202:13-15&version=OJB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=TPT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=RGT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%202:13-15&version=RSV


#058  1/11/2019 11:47 am            

 

 

 

43 

 

 

RSVCE 

having canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal demands; this he set aside, 

nailing it to the cross. 

TLV 

He wiped out the handwritten record of debts with the decrees against us, which was hostile 

to us. He took it away by nailing it to the cross. 

VOICE 

eliminated the massive debt we incurred by the law that stood against us. He took it all away; 

He nailed it to the cross. But that’s not all. 

WEB 

wiping out the handwriting in ordinances which was against us. He has taken it out of the 

way, nailing it to the cross. 

WE 

He wiped out all the things that were written against us in the laws. He took the writing away 

and nailed it to a cross. 

WYC 

doing away that writing of decree that was against us, that was contrary to us; and he took 

away that from the middle, pitching it on the cross [pitching it to the cross]; 

YLT 

having blotted out the handwriting in the ordinances that is against us, that was contrary to us, 

and he hath taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; 
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