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{Vol 9 Testimonies for the Church 232.1 to 236.3}   [1909] 

 

Sunday Labor 

Sanitarium, California, August 17, 1902. 

Dear Brother, 

I will try to answer your question as to what you should do in the case of Sunday laws 

being enforced.  {9T 232.1} 

  

The light given me by the Lord at a time when we were expecting just such a crisis as you 

seem to be approaching [in the 1880’s], was that when the people were moved by a power 

from beneath to enforce Sunday observance, Seventh-day Adventists were to show their 

wisdom by refraining from their ordinary work on that day, devoting it to missionary 

effort.  {9T 232.2} 

  

To defy the Sunday laws will but strengthen in their persecution the religious zealots who 

are seeking to enforce them.  Give them no occasion to call you lawbreakers.  If they are 

left to rein up men who fear neither God nor man, the reining up will soon lose its novelty 

for them, and they will see that it is not consistent nor convenient for them to be strict in 

regard to the observance of Sunday.  Keep right on with your missionary work, with your 

Bibles in your hands, and the enemy will see that he has worsted his own cause.  One does 

not receive the mark of the beast because he shows that he realizes the wisdom of 

keeping the peace by refraining from work that gives offense, doing at the same time a 

work of the highest importance.  {9T 232.3} 

  

When we devote Sunday to missionary work, the whip will be taken out of the hands of 

the arbitrary zealots who would be well pleased to humiliate Seventh-day Adventists.  

When they see that we employ ourselves on Sunday in visiting the people and opening the 

Scriptures to them, they will know that it is useless for them to try to hinder our work by 

making Sunday laws.  {9T 232.4} 

  

Sunday can be used for carrying forward various lines of work that will accomplish much 

for the Lord.  On this day open-air meetings and cottage meetings can be held.  House-

to-house work can be done.  Those who write can devote this day to writing their 

articles.  Whenever it is possible, let religious services be held on Sunday [in our churches?]  

Make these meetings intensely interesting.  Sing genuine revival hymns, and speak with 

power and assurance of the Saviour’s love.  Speak on temperance and on true religious 

experience.  You will thus learn much about how to work, and will reach many souls.  {9T 

233.1} 

  

Let the teachers in our schools devote Sunday to missionary effort.  I was instructed that 

they would thus be able to defeat the purposes of the enemy.  Let the teachers take the 

students with them to hold meetings for those who know not the truth [and ask questions].  

Thus they will accomplish much more than they could in any other way.  {9T 233.2} 

  

God has given us plain directions regarding our work.  We are to proclaim the truth in 

regard to the Sabbath of the Lord, to make up the breach that has been made in His law.  

We are to do all that we can to enlighten those in ignorance; but we are never to 

confederate with men of the world in order to receive financial assistance.  {9T 233.3} 

  

Of the children of Israel we read:  
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“Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them 

into the wilderness.  And I gave them My statutes, and showed them My 

judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them.  Moreover also I gave 

them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between Me and them, that they might know that I 

am the Lord that sanctify them.  But the house of Israel rebelled against Me in the 

wilderness: they walked not in My statutes, and they despised My judgments, 

which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and My Sabbaths they greatly 

polluted: then I said, I would pour out My fury upon them in the wilderness, to 

consume them.  {9T 233.4} 

  

“But I wrought for My name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the 

heathen, in whose sight I brought them out.  Yet also I lifted up My hand unto 

them in the wilderness, that I would not bring them into the land which I had given 

them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands; because they 

despised My judgments, and walked not in My statutes, but polluted My Sabbaths: 

for their heart went after their idols.   

 

Nevertheless Mine eye spared them from destroying them, neither did I make an 

end of them in the wilderness.   

 

But I said unto their children in the wilderness, Walk ye not in the statutes of your 

fathers, neither observe their judgments, nor defile yourselves with their idols: I am 

the Lord your God; walk in My statutes, and keep My judgments, and do them; and 

hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and you, that ye may 

know that I am the Lord your God.” Ezekiel 20:10-20.  {9T 234.1} 

  

The Sabbath is the Lord’s test, and no man, be he king, priest, or ruler, is authorized to 

come between God and man.  Those who seek to be conscience for their fellow men, place 

themselves above God.  Those who are under the influence of a false religion, who 

observe a spurious rest day, will set aside the most positive evidence in regard to the true 

Sabbath.  They will try to compel men to obey the laws of their own creation, laws that are 

directly opposed to the law of God.  Upon those who continue in this course, the wrath of 

God will fall.  Unless they change, they cannot escape the penalty.  {9T 234.2} 

  

The law for the observance of the first day of the week is the production of an apostate 

Christendom.  Sunday is a child of the papacy, exalted by the Christian world above the 

sacred day of God’s rest.  In no case are God’s people to pay it homage.  But I wish them 

to understand that they are not doing God’s will by braving opposition when He wishes 

them to avoid it.  Thus they create prejudice so bitter that it is impossible for the truth to 

be proclaimed.  Make no demonstration on Sunday in defiance of law.  If this is done in 

one place, and you are humiliated, the same thing will be done in another place.  We can 

use Sunday as a day on which to carry forward work that will tell on the side of Christ.  

We are to do our best, working with all meekness and lowliness.  {9T 235.1} 

  

Christ warned His disciples in regard to what they would meet in their work as evangelists.  

He knew what their sufferings would be, what trials and hardships they would be called 

upon to bear.  He would not hide from them the knowledge of what they would have to 

encounter, lest trouble, coming unexpectedly, should shake their faith.  “I have told you 

before it come to pass,” He said, “that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe.” John 

14:29.  Their faith was to be strengthened, rather than weakened, by the coming of trial.  
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They would say to one another: “He told us that this would come, and what we must do to 

meet it.” {9T 235.2} 

  

“Behold,” Christ said, “I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore 

wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” “Ye shall be hated of all men for My name’s 

sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.” Matthew 10:16, 22.  They hated 

Christ without a cause.  Is it any marvel that they hate those who bear His sign, who do 

His service?  They are counted as the offscouring of the earth.  {9T 235.3} 

  

“When they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another [city].” It is not the will of God 

that your lives shall be carelessly sacrificed.  “Verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have 

gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.” Verse 23.  {9T 236.1} 

  

The people must be given the truth, straightforward, positive truth.   

But this truth is to be presented in the spirit of Christ.   

We are to be as sheep in the midst of wolves.   

Those who will not, for Christ’s sake, observe the cautions He has given, who will not 

exercise patience and self-control, will lose precious opportunities of working for the 

Master.  The Lord has not given His people the work of making a tirade against those 

who are transgressing His law.  In no case are we to make a raid on [criticise] the other 

churches.  Let us remember that, as a people entrusted with sacred truth, we have been 

neglectful and positively unfaithful.  The work has been confined to a few centers until the 

people in them have become gospel-hardened.  It is difficult to make an impression on 

those who have heard so much truth, and yet have rejected it....  {9T 236.2} 

  

All this is against us now.   

Had we put forth earnest efforts to reach those who, if converted, would give a true 

representation of what present truth would do for human beings, how much further 

advanced our work would now be.  It is not right that a few places should have all the 

advantages while other places are neglected.  {9T 236.3} 
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