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The Introduction 

 

 

The Bible is a collection of stories telling us over and over again (from 

different angles) how the world got into this mess, and how we as individuals 

keep getting in to them also. and thankfully, how to get out of them and the 

world (spiritually).  For the moment we should just read the Bible texts 

without worrying too much as to what they mean.  Neither should we try to 

remember them – that is the Holy Spirit’s job and He will bring them to mind 

when we need them.    
 

As we have wandered further from our “Husband” (as Eve did) so we have 

needed more and more detailed lessons which led eventually to the sanctuary 

system where it is all spelt out in the “fine print” as it were.  But this now 

requires the New Testament knowledge given by the man Christ Jesus to 

understand it.  It is only as we master each line and text of that that we will 

progress rapidly in our Christian education. (See note 1.)  So let us learn our 

ABC’s, “reading, writing and ‘rithmatic” as suits our new-born status.   

 

This is a good way to learn what happened to us when we became Christians 

(i. e. reborn).   
 

The record will take us very quickly from being tender “babes” to where we 

are ready to marry spiritually (make the commitment.)   
 

In the beginning the LORD Creator formed a family of two (Adam and Eve) 

giving them the privilege of pro-creation,1 and they produced the two sons, 

Cain and Abel, plus other children.  Since then He has used this ability as a 

basis for understanding His kingdom, for it is a family and not a nation or a 

state. 
 

But the two brothers disagreed on how to live and as they grew older and 

took over the duties of priests for their individual families they differed 

enormously in their approach to their Creator. They had been asked to offer a 

lamb on an altar, burning its entire body and parts, while sprinkling its blood 

on the ground around about on the earth, thus in a practical way showing 

their belief in a Saviour who would come and restore them and the planet to 

its original condition.   
 

When Cain offered only the works of his own hands, the vegetables and 

plants he had cared for (as a vegetarian?), the LORD was displeased because 

 
1 This means that we can, with His power, produce a body for Him to give a new life. 
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He could not protect him from the effects of such an attitude which would 

lead him into killing his brother. 
 

After another son named Seth was born and grew up he listened to his father 

and mother and developed what we might call a “Christian” family.  Other 

brothers and sisters joined him and soon there was a sizeable group of them 

surrounded by an even larger group of those who now believed that the 

LORD had killed their brother Cain when he made his bloodless offering and 

in that showed that he rejected Him as his Saviour. 
 

So the test began – Does God punish or kill or does He not?   

      You have to be the judge. 
 

The Godhead’s system works from a family basis, therefore marriage and 

children [your converts] feature prominently in their stories.  Satan’s kingdom 

is made up of nations and kingdoms, and elaborate church systems – 

buildings and services, and wars and squabbles are the bulk of his record.  

We must learn how to distinguish them in the Bible. 

 

May you  go with God 

July 2021 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Note 1: 

{Christ’s Object Lessons 132.5 to 133.1}   [1900] 

The appreciation of the Bible grows with its study.   Whichever way the student may turn, 

he will find displayed the infinite wisdom and love of God.   {COL 132.5}  
 

The significance of the Jewish economy is not yet fully comprehended [written in 1900.] 

 

Truths vast and profound are shadowed forth in its rites and symbols. (See note 2.)    
 

The gospel is the key that unlocks its mysteries.    
 

Through a knowledge of the plan of redemption,2 its truths are opened to the 

understanding.   Far more than we do, it is our privilege to understand these wonderful 

themes.   We are to comprehend the deep things of God.    
 

Angels [also] desire to look into the truths that are revealed to the people who with 

contrite hearts are searching for the word of God, and praying for greater lengths and 

breadths and depths and heights of the knowledge which He alone can give [and they can 

only do this as we do.  See note 3.]   {COL 133.1} 

 

 
2 It is through the New Testament gospel that we learn to unravel it. 
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(Letter 3, 1905). 

{Vol 1 Bible Commentary 1110.4}  [1905] 

We are to become familiar with the Levitical law in all its bearings; for it contains rules 

[principles] that must be obeyed; it contains the instruction that if studied will enable us 

to understand better the rule of faith and practice that we are to follow in our dealings 

with one another.   
 

No soul has any excuse for being in darkness.  Those who receive Christ by faith will 

receive also power to become the sons [and daughters] of God. (Letter 3, 1905).  {1BC 

1110.4} 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

Note 2: 

“Truths vast and profound are shadowed forth in its rites and symbols.”  

What do those words mean?  

VAST = far-reaching, boundless, immense.  Imagine standing in an enormously high cavern 

lit by glow-worms above, below, in front of, and behind you with a river extending into the 

depths before you!    

PROFOUND = penetrating or entering deeply into subjects of thought or knowledge; 

having deep insight or understanding; synonyms: heartfelt · intense · keen · great · very 

great · extreme · sincere · earnest. 

 

-------------------------------------- 

 
Note 3: 

Ephesians 3: 
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning 

of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 to the intent 

that now to the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the 

church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 according to the eternal purpose which He 

purposed in Christ Jesus our LORD . . .  

 

--------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+heartfelt&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+intense&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+keen&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+great&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+extreme&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+sincere&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+earnest&FORM=DCTRQY
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Move on to The parable of the two houses. 

https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/two_houses.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/two_houses.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/the_passover.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/the_passover.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_01_leviticus_1-3.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_01_leviticus_1-3.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/the_prodigal.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/the_prodigal.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_02_leviticus_4-6.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_02_leviticus_4-6.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_02_leviticus_4-6.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_03_leviticus_6-7.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/priests_handbook/part_03_leviticus_6-7.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/two_houses.pdf
https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/christianity/christianity_book/two_houses.pdf

