
 
 

 5 

  

  The Six Foundation Stones 

of 

Christian Doctrine 

 

In Hebrews chapter 5 of the New King James Bible we read: 

 “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in 

things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for 

sins. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going 

astray, since he himself is also beset by weakness. Because of this he is 

required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. And no 

man takes this honour to himself, but he who is called by God, just as 

Aaron was.”  Verses 1-4. 
 

What are the main principles we should see in the verses we have just read?  

Firstly, that no Christian can choose his or her own job but is appointed one by 

God. Secondly, that the person who performs a task for God is no better than 

those for whom the work is being done. In fact, the server needs to be like the 

served so that they can react together. Thus we may offer to fill a position that 

God is already advertising as vacant, but the selection remains in His hands for 

only He knows our capabilities. 
 

The next verses tell us that this is how it was with Jesus:- 
 

 “So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become high priest, 

   but it was He who said to Him: 

    'You are My Son, today I have begotten You' 
  [in a human body like ours, beset with weaknesses!]. 

 As He says also in another place, 

  'You are a priest for ever 

   according to the order of Melchisedek'.” 
 

Then the word of God continues, 

 “Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 

supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to 

save Him from death and was heard because of His godly fear, though 

He was a Son yet He learned obedience by the things which He 

suffered.” 

 “And having been [in our eyes] perfected [by His life on earth], He became 

the Author [or Giver] of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, called by 

God as High Priest according to the order of Melchisedek, of whom we 

have much to say, and things hard to explain, since you have become 

dull of hearing.” 1 

 
1 Ask us for Melchisedek and his Brother.  Click here. 

https://ancient-sda.com/ancient/mel_bro.html
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This statement was made to the Hebrews, or Jewish Christians, just before the 

destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman armies in the year 70AD. Years before 

it was written they had been instructed by Jesus to witness first in the city of 

Jerusalem, next in the whole country of Judea, then to the neighbouring nation 

of Samaria which held similar beliefs to them, and then after that, to go out to 

the entire world. Acts 1:8. But this they had not done!  On his last visit to the 

area Paul was told that many “devout” Christians remained in the city of the 

Jews and worshipped daily at the temple, offering useless animal sacrifices, the 

object lesson of which had been done away with at the cross of Calvary some 

thirty years before. Acts 21:20-26. 
 

It is true that some had left under the persecutions that occurred at the time of 

the stoning of Stephen in 34AD (Acts 8:1), but many had refused to leave the 

safety (?) of their church home, and others returned as soon as practicable.       

This behaviour shows that they were not listening to the Word of God and 

therefore had ceased to be of any great use to Him, which is why the Scripture 

carries on with, 
 

 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone 

to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 

have come to need milk and not solid food. For every one who partakes 

only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by 

reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”  

Hebrews 5:12-14. 
 

Because they were going up to the temple every day and seeing men in priest's 

uniforms, they were not capable of “seeing” Jesus in His role as High Priest, and 

needed to be taught how to be useful Christians again. See Hebrews 8:1. The 

object lesson which God had rejected had become their reality! 

 

We should learn from history 

 

With this background, knowing that the rebuke is addressed to Christians who 

were in the wrong place, doing wrong things because they did not know their 

own jobs in the church, and who were going to be needlessly persecuted within 

a few years, we should be able to more fully appreciate what His next words 

mean.  
 

It was God's attempt to reach them and to move them from that place so that 

when the Roman armies arrived there would not be a Christian in the city. 

Unfortunately, they did not hear even this forceful plea, and had to be rescued 

at the last minute after eighteen months of siege while the “abomination” was 

standing in the holy place as Jesus had foretold. Matthew 24:15. 
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Because many of us today are facing a similar situation we should listen 

carefully to what God said to them. He had advertised “vacancies” but could not 

find volunteers among these folk because of their mistaken belief that this was 

a time to hang on to what they thought were the “old ways.”  However, the word 

of God continued, 
 

  “Therefore leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of 

Christ, let us go on to perfection; 

 

  not laying again the foundation of:- 

 

 [1]  repentance from dead works, 

 [2]  and of faith towards God, 

  [3]  of the doctrine of baptisms, 

 [4]  of laying on of hands, 

 [5]  of resurrection of the dead, 

 [6]  and of eternal judgment.” 

   
After urging His people to “go on”, God told them and us of the six foundation 

principles of His kingdom on earth which He wants all of His children to know 

intimately, and on which He intends to build the full doctrine of His church. 

These six are called “foundation” stones because they are only the beginning, 

but if we do not have a correct placement of them, then the “building” cannot be 

accurately erected, but will become like the leaning tower of Pisa, doomed to 

distortion by its own faults. So then, let us consider more closely these six 

principles which we should recognise as elementary first steps in Christianity fit 

for “babes.” 

 

 Christ the Foundation Rock 

 

But first we should look at THE Foundation Stone, Jesus Christ, and see His 

position in all this. In 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 it is written, 
 

 “For other Foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ. Now if any man build upon this Foundation gold, silver, precious 

stones, [or] wood, hay, stubble [various doctrines]; every man's work [and 

understanding] shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, 

because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's 

work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he has built 

thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, 

he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 

 

Here we have the thought that Jesus is the “Beginner” of our faith and therefore 

the Foundation of it. Hebrews 12:2. 
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And again in Acts 4:11-12, 
 

 “This is the Stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 

become the Head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: 

for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 

we must be saved.” 

 

While Jesus is the basic Foundation Rock, we have also been told about these 

other foundations which rest upon Him, those which are called “gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay and stubble” in these verses. See Matthew 7:24-25.  
 

By this we should understand that it is His work to supply the new life, 

             

the Spirit's work to make the exchange effectual, 

 

and it is our work to acquire the understanding of this  

and other points of doctrine.2 

His work is salvation, while ours is education. We must do the learning. 
 

The teachers 

 

When Christ successfully halted Paul on his way to destroy the people of God, 

He sent him to His church to learn the doctrine.  
 

 “And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, 

why persecute you Me? And he said, Who are you, Lord? 

And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom you persecute: it is hard for you 

to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, 

what will You have me to do?   And the Lord said to him, Arise, and go 

into the city, and it shall be told you what you must do ... And Ananias 

... entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother 

Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared to you in the way as you 

came, has sent me, that you might receive your sight, and be filled with 

the Holy Ghost.  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 

scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptised.”    

Acts 9:4-6; 17-18. 
 

Thus Jesus endorsed the authority of His organised church, and placed Saul in 

connection with His appointed agencies on earth. Christ had a new branch of the 

everlasting church as His representative on earth, and to the people in it belonged 

the work of directing the repentant sinner in the way of life. Many have the idea 

that they are responsible to Christ alone for their light and experience, 

 

    2 See article: I will guide thee. 
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independent of His recognised followers on earth, but here He shows that this is 

not so where He has a working church. 
 

Jesus is the friend of sinners and His heart is touched by their woe. 

He has all power, both in heaven and on earth, but He respects the means that 

He has ordained for the enlightenment and teaching of men. 

Therefore He directs sinners to His church which He has made a channel of light, 

or truth, to the world. See Romans 3:1-4.  
 

When in the midst of his blind error and prejudice Saul was given a revelation 

of the Christ whom he was persecuting, he was placed in direct communication 

with that church. In this case, Ananias represents Christ, and also represents all 

of Christ's ministers upon the earth who are appointed to act in His stead.              

In Christ's place, Ananias touches the eyes of Saul, that they may receive sight. 

In Christ's place, he places his hands upon him, and as he prays in Christ's name, 

Saul receives the Holy Ghost in ministerial or pentecostal power.  
  
All is done in the name and by the authority of Christ. Christ is the fountain; the 

church is merely the channel of communication. 
 

Because of this distinction a man or woman's work may be burned and he/she 

“suffer loss”, but they will be saved. The work of Jesus can never fail through 

faulty workmanship even though ours can and often does! 

Sadly, many will find in the new world that their ideas of doctrine were 

erroneous and differed widely from that of God. 
  
Although we often attempt to do His work, Jesus will never transgress and do 

ours for He is a person of righteousness. Therefore it is important that we 

recognise that the “everlasting gospel” is preached with the three angels' 

messages, but it is NOT one of them, for it is an “add-on”, not a “present” truth, 

but an “everlasting” one. Revelation 14:1-6. 
 

Let us go on .... 
 

No. 1. The foundation stone of 

repentance from dead works 

 

This principle presents no problem to those who have felt the power of God in 

their lives for they know that they have a new heart, a living one in place of the 

stony one they were born with. God's promise in Ezekiel 36:24-28 is, 

 “For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of 

all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle 

clean water upon you, and you shall be clean: from all your filthiness, 

and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give 

you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony 
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heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will 

put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you 

shall keep My judgments, and do them. And you shall dwell in the land 

that I gave to your fathers; and you shall be My people, and I will be 

your God.” 

 

This is what it means to be “born again”, and Jesus rightly expressed surprise to 

Nicodemus that an elder or ruler in the church should not know such a basic and 

earthly step in the way of God.3  
 

In John 3:10-12 it is recorded that, 
 

 “Jesus answered and said to him, Are you a master of Israel, and 

know not these things?  Verily, verily, I say to you, We speak that we do 

know, and testify that we have seen; and you receive not our witness. If 

I have told you earthly things, and you believe not, how shall you believe, 

if I tell you of heavenly things?” 
 

The one who has experienced this change will have repented the “repentance 

that needs not to be repented of”, and will have turned from his/her works to 

accept the works of the Son of God on his/her behalf. 

2 Corinthians 7:10. He/she will have begun to exercise “faith toward Jesus 

Christ”, as a personal Saviour, and will have great peace in their hearts as they 

realise their stand “in grace.”  Acts 20:21; Romans 5:1-2. They are justified 

without any attempt at works for, “By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 

be justified in His sight.”  Romans 3:20. 
 

The reformers of the Protestant church from Martin Luther onwards taught about 

this foundation stone as their contribution to the work of God in their doctrine 

of “justification by faith”, but neglected to fully “go on” from there to the second 

foundation which underlies the doctrine of “righteousness by faith.”  In this they 

failed God and He says of them, “I know your works, that you have a name that 

you live, and are dead! ... I have not found your works perfect before God.”  

Revelation 3:1-2. 

 

Only as we learn from their experience and connect the first to the second stone 

will we truly trust in our God. 
 

                                  personal experience 

 

 

 

 

 

    3 See article:  I will guide thee 
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                                 1         2 

 

                               Jesus Christ – the Foundation 

 

 

 
Fig. 1.        Building the temple 

 

This “building” is accomplished by the acceptance of the doctrines of the true 

Christian church and by the living out of them in front of the world. 

See 1 Corinthians 3:16;  6:19. 
 

 

No. 2. The foundation stone 

of faith toward God 

 

The foundation of repentance is the first of the six but it is also connected very 

closely with the second, for these six are really three sets of two, and one leads 

naturally on to the other under the guidance of the Spirit of God. Therefore the 

gift of a new heart leads us to exercise more faith in our daily experiences, as it 

is written in Romans 1:17, “From faith to faith.”  This extra faith is also the gift 

of God because it is not something that we can manufacture. It comes to us as a 

result of trusting His WORD. God needs to be able to show that faith to our 

neighbours, for the building “fitly” framed together is His ideal. 
 

Thus He says in Ephesians 2:19-22, 
 

 “Now therefore you are no more strangers and foreigners, but 

fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 

being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 

together grows to an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom you also are 

built together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” 

 

The Scriptures plainly show that the work of sanctification is progressive. 

Justification occurs in a moment at the beginning of the Christian life, but it 

develops into what is called sanctification, and this continues for a lifetime of 

Christian works.4  So then, when in conversion the sinner finds peace with God 

through “the blood” of the atonement, the Christian life has but just begun.  

Now he is to “go on to perfection”, that is, to grow up “to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ: that we henceforth be no more children, tossed 

to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine by the sleight of men 

and cunning craftiness ...” Ephesians 4:13-14. 

 

    4 See article: God will provide Himself a Lamb 
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We must “know”, or experience, the doctrine for ourselves, for beliefs are what 

we act on. 
   
Says the apostle Paul: 

 “This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 

reaching forth to those things which are before, I press toward the mark 

for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus [the Man].”                                                               

Philippians 3:13-14. 
 

Which way is “toward”? 

 

Peter sets before us from a different angle the steps by which Bible sanctification 

is to be attained. He says, 
 

“Giving all diligence, 

     add to your faith, virtue; 

        and  to  virtue, knowledge; 

 and to knowledge, temperance; 

   and  to  temperance, patience; 

     and  to  patience,  godliness; 

         and to godliness, brotherly kindness; 

                                 and  to  brotherly  kindness, charity ... 
 

“ If you do these things you shall never fall.”    2 Peter 1:5-10. 
 

He gives us the object lesson of a ladder down which we may climb, for 

those who experience the real sanctification of the Bible will manifest a deep 

spirit of humility. (See Micah 6:8 and note the margin.)  Like Moses, they 

have had a view of the awesome majesty of holiness, and they will see their 

own unworthiness in contrast to the purity and exalted perfection of the 

Infinite One. But because they have the “faith of Jesus”, they will lay claim 

to His promise, “Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 

heaven is perfect”, and will use His power to attain this, the stature of a 

perfect Christian Man. Revelation 14:12; Matthew 5:48. This is called 

“Sabbath-keeping” in the Bible and entails a complete relaxing in our 

Saviour and accepting His “rest.” 5 
 

He told us in Matthew 11:28-30, 

 “Come to me, all you that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and 

lowly in heart: and you shall find rest to your souls. 

 

    5 See article:  The other symbol 
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For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” 
 

And in another place we are told, 
 

 “There remains therefore a rest [the keeping of a Sabbath, margin] to the 

people of God, for he that is entered into His rest, he also has ceased 

from his works, as God did from His. Let us labour therefore [by working 

hard to recognise our own attempts at righteousness and dropping them], to enter 

into that rest ...”     Hebrews 4:9-11. 
 

 

Let us live by faith. 

What is faith? 

 

It is the confident assurance based on a promise of God that something is going 

to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though 

we cannot see it up ahead. Men of God in days of old were famous for their faith. 

It was by faith that Abel obeyed God and brought an offering that pleased Him 

more than Cain's offering did. God accepted Abel and proved it to Cain by 

consuming Abel's gift with fire as He did Gideon's so much later. (See Hebrews 

11:1-4 and Judges 6:21.) 
 

How does He show His acceptance of us now to our neighbours? 

By asking us to observe His Sabbath, His “rest” day, as a symbol of our “rest” 

in Him for our righteousness. 
 

He says in Isaiah 58:12-14, 

 “They that shall be of you shall build the old waste places: 

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; and you shall 

be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in, 

if you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure 

on My holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, 

honourable; and shall honour Him, not doing your own ways, nor 

finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words: 

 “Then shall you delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause you to 

ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of 

Jacob your father: for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.” 
 

In this way we step from one stone to another, for the third foundation is one of 

object lesson in contrast to reality. 
 

 

No. 3. The foundation stone 

of the doctrine of baptisms 
 

This is an unusual foundation in that it speaks of baptisms in the plural. This is 
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so because there are three baptisms described in the Bible. 

John the Baptist recognised this and mentioned all three of them in Matthew 

3:11. He said, 
 

 “I indeed baptise you with water to repentance: but He that comes 

after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He 

shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.” 
 

The first baptism is easily seen as the symbol used at the beginning of our 

Christian walk to impress our friends and neighbours with the reality that we 

have indeed started a new life. The symbolism of being dead, buried and 

resurrected shown so graphically in this ritual, is a clear picture of the exchange 

of heart and resurrection to a new life spoken of in the first foundation stone. 
 

However, the second baptism is not so easily understood, for it does not reflect 

the beginning of the Christian life but an occasion some time after that. Because 

these “foundation” stones are the basic doctrines of the church (and are mainly 

for the benefit of those coming into the church) they must be readily available 

to the new believers, therefore this second baptism refers to the occasion when 

the individual within the church is given the power to witness to others by the 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit. (Remember Ananias?) 
 

In the ritual of the seven yearly sabbaths it was the third one, commonly known 

as the Day of Pentecost, and it occurred on the eighth Sunday after the 

resurrection. 6  Acts 2:1-6. In this manner God showed us that He expects of us 

an ability to witness to others after we have experienced and learnt the 

explanations of the basics ourselves. We should indeed be “teachers” early in 

our Christian lives and He will show us how! 
 

 

                                      Personal experience     Public witness 

 

 

 

 

                                1          2             3           4 

 

                               Jesus Christ – the Foundation 

 

   Fig. 2.        Adding some more blocks 

 

Thus He says in Isaiah 43:9-12, 
 

 “Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be 

assembled: who among them can declare this, and show us former 

 

    6 See article:  The seven sabbaths 



 
 

 15 

  

things?   Let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: 

or let them hear, and say, It is truth. You are My witnesses, says the 

LORD, and My servant whom I have chosen: that you may know and 

believe Me, and understand that I am He: before Me there was no God 

formed, neither shall there be after Me. I, even I, am the LORD; and 

beside Me there is no Saviour. I have declared, and have saved, and I 

have showed when there was no strange god among you: therefore you 

are My witnesses, says the LORD, that I am God.” 

 

The third baptism is one which we should expect once we have taken the first 

step of Christianity for it should be obvious that our former captor will not lightly 

allow us to leave his kingdom. We have this promise from God, “Yea, and all 

that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution [as He did].”  2 Timothy 

3:12. This baptism will consist of external problems and trials, all of which can 

be overcome by sheltering under the protection of God Almighty. As Peter says, 

“If we do these things [i.e. go down to Him], we shall NEVER fall.” 

 

Jesus said to us in John 15:16-21,  
 

 “You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 

that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 

remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in My name, He may 

give it you. These things I command you, that you love one another. If 

the world hate you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you 

were of the world, the world would love his own: but because you are 

not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the 

world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, The servant is 

not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you; if they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also.” 

 

“But all these things will they do to you for My name's sake, because 

they know not Him that sent Me.” 

 

Then we have a change in the direction of these foundation stones for between 

the third and fourth God moves from the experience of individuals to the 

experience of a group of His people, which He calls the church, who are working 

together on these foundations. 
 

 

 

 

No. 4. The foundation stone 

of the laying on of hands 
 

God told Moses in Numbers 8:9-11, 
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 “You shall bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the 

congregation: and you shall gather the whole assembly of the children 

of Israel together:  And you shall bring the Levites before the LORD: 

and the children of Israel shall put their hands upon the Levites:  And 

Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD for an offering of the 

children of Israel, that they may execute the service of the LORD.” 
 

In this way the people showed their recognition of God's call and promised to 

help the Levites (God’s workers) where they could. 
 

In this same manner Jesus selected His disciples as the new workers in His 

everlasting church. 

 “And He ordained twelve [by the laying on of hands], that they should be 

with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach, and to have 

power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils.”  

          Mark 3:14-15. 
 

Jesus had called some of His devoted disciples and laid His hands 

on them that He might send them forth as His witnesses, two by two, 

to declare to the world what they had seen and heard of Him. Their work was 

the most important to which human beings have ever been called, and was 

second only to that of Christ Himself, therefore their manner of calling must be 

seen by those whom they would influence. The disciples of Christ were to be 

workers together with God for the saving of the world, and, as in the Old 

Testament the twelve patriarchs stand as representatives of old Israel, so in the 

New Testament the twelve apostles were to stand as representatives of the new 

Israel. Because of His action they were able to point to a ritual of ordination as 

their authority as teachers, or apostles. 
 

Later, in the case of Paul and Barnabas, it was church elders (like Ananias) who 

stood in the place of Jesus and ordained workers in the church.  

 “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets 

and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and 

Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod 

the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the 

Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 

whereunto I have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, 

and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. So they, being sent 

forth by the Holy Ghost, departed to Seleucia; and from thence they 

sailed to Cyprus.”      Acts 13:1-4. 

A quantum leap in understanding 

 

Because the symbol of baptism is usually looked upon as an experience only for 

the individual, and its significance to the church often missed, God has laid the 
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greater burden of the symbol/reality shift upon the fourth foundation.  

  

On this perception is built the massive work of the church as a whole.  
 

When the people of God see clearly and definitively the relationship between 

symbol and reality and ALWAYS see the reality as a separate entity, then God 

will be able to do mighty works, and “cut it [i.e. the great controversy] short in 

righteousness.”  Romans 9:28. Therefore the understanding of this foundation 

stone has great significance in the history of the church.  
 

Many today can see:- 

  that the Jews missed the truth of the sacrifices; 

 that some churches have confused the symbol of baptism 

   with its reality; 

  that the majority of the professed Christian world have lost 

   the symbolism of the LORD's day; 

 but how many can see that ALL have misunderstood 

   the great object lesson of Calvary? 7 
 

Only as we see and appreciate the eternal verities will we be found standing on 

this foundation.  
 

 

                                    Individual                 Group action 

 

 

                                                
                                             
                                1          2             3           4 

 

                               Jesus Christ – the Foundation 

 

 

 

Fig. 3.   The two aspects 

 

 

But let us  pass on to the next couple, the ones we know so little about ... 
 

 

 

 

No. 5. The foundation stone 

of the resurrection of the dead 

 

Jesus told us in Luke 20:37-38, 

 

    7See article: The continuing sacrifice. 
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 “Now, that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when 

he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob. For He is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all 

live to Him.”  
 

And the resurrection of Jesus is stated to be the proof that He is the Son of God, 

for He is “declared to be the Son of God with power ... by the resurrection from 

the dead.”  Romans 1:4.  
 

Therefore resurrection is a necessary and vital part of Christianity, for without it 

Jesus has no subjects and no kingdom.8 

 

There have been a few recorded instances of resurrections other than Jesus in 

the Scriptures - four in the Old Testament and three in the New before Calvary.  

The first was Moses soon after his burial (Jude 9); followed by a child raised 

through Elijah (1 Kings 17:16-23); another child saved through Elisha (2 Kings 

4:32-35); then a man resurrected by touching the bones of Elisha as his body 

was dropped in panic. (2 Kings 13:20-21). 
 

When Jesus came to the world He showed His Father's care for the dead by 

raising first the ruler's daughter from her death bed (Matthew 9:18-26); then the 

widow's son on his way to burial (Luke 7:12-15); and last of all, He raised 

Lazarus after four days in the grave. (John 11:14-44). 
 

A group of seven selected people, of whom Jesus Himself became the eighth. 

Unfortunately, all but one of the seven returned to the grave sometime later in 

their lives, for only Moses is spoken of as being alive forever. Mark 9:4. 
 

After the ascension of Jesus there are only two more recorded instances in the 

Bible and these are of Paul himself and the youth Eutychus whom he raised up 

for God after his fall from the window. See Acts 14:19-20; 20:9-10. 
 

However, at the resurrection of Jesus, there was the raising of that great company 

of saints who witnessed of Him in the city of Jerusalem as we are told. After the 

forty days they joined His triumphal procession into heaven. Ephesians 4:8.  
 

 “Jesus, when He had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the 

ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain [two] from 

the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and 

the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose 

and came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the holy 

city, and appeared to many.”  Matthew 27:50-53. 
 

 

    8 See article: The wages of sin 
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As Christ came forth on Sunday morning, He brought from the broken tombs 

near the city this multitude of captives. The earthquake at His death on Friday 

had opened their graves and when He arose they came out to be with Him as it 

had been prophesied. “Your dead men shall live, together with My dead body 

shall they arise.”  Isaiah 26:19. They were those who had been co-labourers with 

Him in the past and who at the cost of their lives had borne testimony to the 

truth. Now they were given the privilege of being witnesses for Him who had 

raised them from the dead. 
 

But these are as a drop in the ocean compared to those who are going to be 

resurrected at the second coming of our LORD. So why has He not raised all 

those who have followed Him before now?  It is written that He will even 

resurrect another select company just before His second advent, composed of 

both good and bad persons. Daniel was told, 
 

“At that time [immediately before the second coming] your people shall be 

delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book [of life]. And 

many [but not all] of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”                                                                

Daniel 12:1-2. 
 

What is the law, or principle, that allows Him to do what He has done, 

but does not allow Him to continue and raise all the righteous dead? 

 

The law that we may only do that which is our rightful action. 
 

He was able to resurrect lawfully those who had given their lives for Him, and 

He will be able to resurrect lawfully those who have particularly loved Him, as 

well as some of those who crucified Him, just before His appearing. Those who 

awake to everlasting life are those of whom it has been said, “Blessed are the 

dead which die in the LORD from henceforth. Yea, says the Spirit, that they may 

rest from their labours and their works do follow them.”  Revelation 14:13. 

Those who awake to everlasting shame are those spoken of in Revelation 1:7,  

“Behold, He comes with clouds and every eye shall see Him, and they who 

pierced Him.” 

 

Two groups, both intimately associated with Him and therefore subject to His 

personal intervention. So why not a general resurrection before His second 

coming? Because this is not His privilege or rightful action! 

  In Revelation 14:14-16 we are told whose privilege it is. 
 

 “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat 

like to the Son of man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His 

hand a sharp sickle. And [He waited till] another angel came out of the 
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temple, crying with a loud voice to Him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in 

Your sickle, and reap: for the time is come for You to reap; for the 

harvest of the earth is ripe. And [then] He that sat on the cloud thrust in 

His sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.” 

 

Jesus is ready to do the work, but waits until “another angel” asks Him to do it. 
 

At their request, (for the term “angel” here applies to His people still on earth9), 

He leaves the heavenly sanctuary and comes for those who are asleep “in Him.”  

Not until ALL His people are concerned enough to plead with Him and to act 

out their pleas by obedience can He leave the Mercy Seat. Therefore not until 

they cry to Him can the general resurrection of the saints take place. Then the 

resurrected ones and those “which remain [alive on earth]” shall be “caught up 

together ... in the clouds to meet the LORD in the air.”  1 Thessalonians 4:17. 
 

The ultimate realisation 

 

This is the law of resurrection. Only those who desire to and who are personally 

involved can help the dead. 
 

Later, after a period of time spent with their LORD, another complete group of 

His people will realise that they can have a privilege granted to but few in the 

universe. They can “love their enemies” as no others can do and they will 

implore their LORD to arrange another resurrection. This time the object of 

concern will be those whom the Spirit calls “the wicked.”  The “angel” in this 

instance comes “out from the altar”, and cries to his fellow “angel” who has a 

sharp sickle like his LORD. 
 

Thus we read in Revelation 14:17-19, 

 “And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 

having a sharp sickle. And [yet] another angel came out from the altar, 

which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the 

sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in your sharp sickle, and gather the 

clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the 

angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the 

earth.” 
 

Those from the altar are defined in Revelation 6:9 as “Them that were slain for 

the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.”  In a word, “martyrs”. 

It is said of them that while they are still in their graves, 
 

 “They cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O LORD, holy and 

 

    9 See article: The final warning. 
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true, do You NOT judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 

on the earth?” 

 

The complaint attributed to them at that time tells us that they had not yet been 

resurrected for they had not been judged, and that they died harbouring some 

thoughts of revenge against their enemies. The answer given to them confirms 

this. 
 

 “It was said to them, that they should rest [in their graves] yet for a little 

season, until their fellow-servants also and their brethren, that should 

be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” 

 

They are promised that they will be raised from their dusty beds when their 

numbers have been increased! Of course, “the dead know not anything” of what 

is going on around them, so this is a picturesque way of telling us of the 

condition of their minds when they died. Ecclesiastes 9:5. It is this group of 

martyrs who will eventually change their attitude during the thousand years they 

will spend with Christ, and who at the end of that period will come to their fellow 

saints with the request that they all ask Jesus to resurrect the wicked. Then their 

combined love becomes a “sickle” in their hand for they now have the mind of 

Jesus fully, and are given an opportunity to exercise His power. Their loving 

Saviour answers their request and they all come down to earth with the city of 

New Jerusalem, and the final resurrection takes place, because those who have 

the power of it have at last used it. Revelation 21:2. 
 

All they who have been saved by His love will respond to the occasion and 

exercise that love themselves on behalf of those who hated them, for just as He 

came down from heaven to help them, so they will come down from heaven to 

help their former executioners. Like Jesus on the cross they will say, “Father, 

forgive them for they know not what they do” and show that this is no idle 

statement. Luke 23:34. At last they will join with Stephen the first New 

Testament martyr by saying, “LORD, lay not this sin to their charge.”  Acts 

7:60. There will be seen such a concerted act of love so naturally performed that 

the statement of Jesus that His people are as perfect as their Father will be 

obvious to all, unfallen and wicked together. BUT, like Jesus, like Stephen, they 

will find that their best efforts are not desired, for their loving entreaties will be 

firmly rejected.  

 

Then it will be seen what is the result of a life of self-centredness, for the entire 

universe will have an opportunity to view the final end of the principles of 

Satan’s government. Revelation 20:14-15. 

The six foundation stones 

 

What God has had for six thousand years is many individuals with whom He 



 
 

 22 

  

has been able to do what He alone can do regarding the first two foundation 

stones. He has had fewer people who have realised that there are another two 

foundation stones and who have co-operated with Him to the level of their ability 

while standing on them. 
 

But He has never had a church which has really understood these last two. 
 

 

                                  Individuals                  Group working         Group harmony 

 

 

 

 

                             1           2             3           4          5           6 

 

                                   Jesus Christ – the Foundation 

 

 

                             

   Fig. 4.        The two distinctions 

 

The first “pair” of foundation doctrines are the very, very  basic ones of the 

experiences of Christians where God does all the work (like 1st tithe). 

The middle “pair” are the changeover situation where there is a conversion from 

individual simple reality or self-awareness, into a ministry for others under the 

guidance of God (the second tithe). Although these changeover foundations are 

as vital to God for the finishing of the work as second tithe is vital to Him in 

helping His poor, they can be built on by individuals as well as a group. 

However, both the resurrection and the eternal judgment foundations, the final 

“pair”, have to be group requests and actions. 
 

They cannot be instigated by individuals no matter how closely they live to God. 

They cannot be initiated by God alone either for they are the equivalent of an 

“offering”, a freewill offering, (the third tithe) from all His people. 
 

 “Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant to the 

LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. And [then] 

I will come near to you in judgment ...” God says.  Malachi 3:3-4-5. 
 

He says this because there have been two or three individuals who caught a 

glimpse of His great plan for the human race and who learned to follow Him so 

fully that they did not want to wait for the general resurrection. They pleaded 

with Him for knowledge and experience so that they need never be separated 

from Him and He was able to show them “the way.” Two of these managed to 

build their “temple” to the extent that Jesus was able to translate them without 

the separation of death, while the third was brought forth from his grave within 
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days of his death, ever to be with his LORD. All three have been alive ever since 

their change as workers in God's vineyard, evidence of His great desire to have 

His children around Him. 
 

They are:- 

 “Enoch [which is by interpretation, The teacher] walked with God after he 

begat Methuselah  three hundred years ... and he was not [on earth any 

more], for God took him.”                                    Genesis 5:21-24. 
 

 “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, 

there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire, and parted them both 

asunder. And Elijah [by interpretation, The LORD is my God] went up by a 

whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it.” 2 Kings 2:11-12. 

 

And the third is:-  

 “So Moses [by interpretation, Drawn out (of the river)] the servant of the 

LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the 

LORD. And He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against 

Beth-peor: but no man knows [the whereabouts] of his sepulchre to this 

day.”   Deuteronomy 34:5-6. 
 

Many who had been unwilling to heed the counsels of Moses while he was with 

them would have been in danger of committing idolatry over his dead body had 

they known the place of his burial. For this reason it was concealed from men. 

Angels buried the body of His faithful servant and watched over the lonely 

grave. But he was not long to remain in the tomb. Christ Himself, with the angels 

who had buried Moses, came down from heaven to call forth the sleeping saint. 

Jude verse 9. 
 

Satan had exulted at his success in causing Moses to sin against God in the 

incident at the smitten rock, and thus come under the dominion of death. 

Deuteronomy 31:14. The great adversary declared that the divine sentence, 

“Dust you are, and to dust you shall return”, gave him permanent possession of 

the dead. Genesis 3:19. The power of the grave had never been broken until now, 

and all who were in the tomb he claimed as his lawful captives, never to be 

released from his dark prison house.  Isaiah 42:7. 
 

But now for the first time Christ was about to give life to the dead and as the 

Prince of life and the shining ones approached the grave, Satan was alarmed for 

his supremacy. With his evil angels he came to argue about the invasion of the 

territory that he claimed as his own. However, Christ did not enter in to 

controversy with him as He might have done so easily. Instead, He referred him 

to His Father, saying, “The Lord rebuke you.” Jude 1:9. The Saviour did not 

enter into a debate with His adversary, but He there and then began His work of 
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breaking the power of the fallen foe and bringing the dead back to life. 
 

The resurrection of all was forever made certain by His action, but this was not 

His original plan as Enoch had found out. That had included the desire that His 

children would do the work assigned to them, and then be translated from this 

sinful world without going in to the prison house of death. Isaiah 61:1.  

 

This brings us to the final of the “first principles.” 

 

No. 6. The foundation stone 

of eternal judgment 

 

This last of the elementary doctrines has been known, but not well understood, 

since the very beginning of the world and we have a statement from the patriarch 

Enoch regarding it. One of the New Testament writers reminds us, 
 

 “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 

Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints [not angels], to 

execute judgment upon ALL [for this is the final scene], and to convince all 

that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 

ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly 

sinners have spoken against Him.”   Jude verses 14-15. 
 

Enoch lived out this foundation doctrine and when his first work on earth was 

finished he was “translated” into heaven without dying, but later came back to 

this world to help where he could before the final act of separation took place.10  

Hebrews 11:5-6. 
 

Jesus described this judgment as the separating of the “sheep” and the “goats” 

when He was setting out the sequence of world events. In Matthew 25:31-46 He 

said, 
 

 “When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels 

[and the saints] with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: 

and before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate 

them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats: 

and He shall set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 

 “Then shall the King say to them on His right hand, Come, you 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world: For I was an hungered, and you gave Me meat: 

I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink: I was a stranger, and you took Me 

in:  Naked, and you clothed Me: I was sick, and you visited Me: I was in 

 

    10 See article:  Melchizedek and his brother. 
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prison, and you came to Me.  

 “Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we 

You an hungered, and fed You?  Or thirsty, and gave You drink? When 

saw we You a stranger, and took You in?  Or naked, and clothed You?  

Or when saw we You sick, or in prison, and came to You?  And the King 

shall answer and say to them, Verily I say to you, Inasmuch as you have 

done it to one of the least of these My brethren, you have done it to Me.” 

 “Then shall He say also to them on the left hand, Depart from Me, 

you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:  

For I was an hungered, and you gave Me no meat: I was thirsty, and you 

gave Me no drink:  I was a stranger, and you took Me not in: naked, and 

you clothed Me not: sick, and in prison, and you visited Me not. Then 

shall they also answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we You an 

hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 

did not minister to You?  Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily I 

say to you, Inasmuch as you did it not to one of the least of these, you 

did it not to Me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 

but the righteous into life eternal.” 

 

The purpose of the judgment of Jesus is not to condemn but to save, 

for the word of God says, “There is therefore NOW no condemnation to them 

which are in Christ Jesus.”  Romans 8:1. In Old Testament times the judges 

appointed by God as His representatives were there to lead the people out of 

trouble and back to harmony with God.  
 

The seventy elders were also there to interpret the word of God for those who 

could not do this for themselves, and they, as “lawyers” were there to protect 

and proclaim “innocent until proven guilty.”  See Exodus 24:9-10. 
 

To appreciate fully the “eternal” judgment therefore, we must be able to 

appreciate the character of our eternal God because it is He who is to be judged 

at this time, as well as the sheep and the goats!  See Revelation 14:6-7. He has 

to be seen as a Lifegiver and Preserver and not as a destroyer. That character is 

very plainly displayed in the New Testament in the life of the man Christ Jesus, 

but still it eludes so many of His followers. Acts 10:38; Matthew 18:21-22.  

 

Like John and James, they tend to think that there is an end to the love of God 

and boundaries in His salvation. Thankfully, the gospel of Luke illustrates the 

truth for us, 
 

 “And it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be 

received up, He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, and sent 

messengers before His face: and they went, and entered into a village of 

the Samaritans, to make ready for Him. And they did not receive Him, 
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because His face was as though He would go to Jerusalem.  

 “And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, 

will You that we command fire to come down from heaven, and 

consume them, even as Elias did?   

 “But He turned, and rebuked them, and said, You know not what 

manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of man is not come to destroy 

men's lives, but to save them.”  Luke 9:51-56. 
 

This shows that He had a different understanding of this incident in Elijah's life. 

See 2 Kings 1:1-15.11   
 

Although not all of His followers today would react as openly as John and James, 

many would be provoked enough to cast the offenders out of the church, or deny 

them entrance to it, and very many (if not all) would be prepared to accept their 

deaths in the “lake of fire” as lost ones like Satan and his fallen angels, because 

Jesus has said that this will happen to those who reject Him. “Then shall He say 

also to them on the left hand, Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, 

prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Matthew 25:41. 
 

He makes it even plainer in another place, 

 “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; 

so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth 

His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all things that 

offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace 

of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 

righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who has 

ears to hear, let him hear.”  Matthew 13:40–43. 
 

But note carefully that last statement!  The understanding of this statement 

requires very careful and prayerful study. Not every word of God is to be taken 

at its apparent face value for all must be weighed in the light of His character. 

 

Abraham recognised this and when invited to take a walk with his LORD on the 

road leading to Sodom and Gomorrah, pleaded with Him that “the Judge of all 

the earth” must do that which is right. Genesis 18:25. He respectfully queried 

the WORD of God and lovingly “argued” with Him that surely the cities could 

be spared if there were sufficient righteous in their areas. He was not pleading 

for the righteous because he knew that their situation was already covered by 

God's love. What he was questioning was God's apparent decision to destroy the 

wicked. Abraham, like his God, loved his enemies and wanted them to have 

another chance of accepting salvation through repentance, but he stopped when 

he reached the figure which in his mind was the lowest his Saviour would accept. 

 
11 Ask us about Elijah’s action. 
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Genesis 18:22-33.  He put his limits on God's forbearance! 

 

Are we guilty of the same sin? 

 

Moses reacted similarly but with greater success in learning when confronted by 

his Saviour's command to “Let Me alone, that My wrath may wax hot against 

them [his fellow church members] and that I may consume them. And I will make of 

you a great nation.”  Exodus 32:10. The words “Let Me alone”, he understood 

not to forbid, but to encourage his intercession. Therefore he successfully and 

respectfully petitioned his God not to do this and his God “repented of the evil 

which He thought to do to His people!”  Yet God is not a man to be swayed by 

our opinion, nor is He of a changeable character!  Numbers 23:19. It is precisely 

because He is the LORD who “changes not” that we can bring to Him prayers 

which He will listen to and answer, because they are based on the principles He 

has set out for us in the Scriptures. See Malachi 3:6. When we show that we 

understand the truth about what He first proposed, then He can change His words 

to suit our new comprehension. 
 

Even the Syro-Phoenician woman whom Jesus visited knew this side of her 

LORD, and claimed the rights of a “dog” to the crumbs under the table when 

Jesus was apparently rejecting her request. “He answered her not a word”, we 

are told, and His disciples said, “Send her away”, but she countered with, “The 

dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' tables”, and “Jesus 

answered and said to her, O woman, great is your faith: be it to you even as you 

will.”  Matthew 15:23-28. 
 

What faith!  What importunity [persistence]!  She did not give up at His first word 

but talked herself and the disciples into seeing the reality of the situation. Are 

we prepared to do the same? 

 

Jesus has asked us to in Luke 18:1-8. 
 

 “And He spoke a parable to them to this end, that men ought always 

to pray, and not to faint;  Saying, There was in a city a judge, which 

feared not God, neither regarded man:  And there was a widow in that 

city; and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of my adversary.  

 

And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, 

Though I fear not God, nor regard man; yet because this widow 

troubles me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary 

me. 

 “And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge says [but remember that 

he is only a man and easily impatient]. And shall not God avenge His own 

elect, which cry day and night to him, though He bear long with them?  
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I tell you that He will avenge them [as] speedily [as He is allowed]. 

Nevertheless when the Son of man comes, shall He find faith [like that] on 

the earth?” 

 

God does not destroy those who are His enemies for He loves them as Jesus tells 

us in Matthew 5:44. The beloved John knew this and wrote for us in chapter 

3:17-20, 
 

 “For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but 

that the world through Him might be saved. He that believes on Him is 

not condemned: but he that believes not is condemned already, because 

he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And 

this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one 

that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the light, lest his deeds 

should be reproved.” 

 

Neither will He give and then take away, despite what the erring Job thought of 

Him. (Job 9:12.) Therefore Moses “argued” with the principle that a Saviour 

cannot destroy, and that once given to Abraham and his descendants the promise 

could not be arbitrarily transferred to himself. Only if it was rejected could it be 

given to another. Because he was right in his understanding, his LORD changed 

His stated word and another scene was enacted. 
 

In Isaiah 65:17-20 God says of the period at the end of time, 
 

 “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former 

shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.  

 “But be you glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, 

behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 

 “And I will rejoice in [New] Jerusalem, and joy in My people: and the 

voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 

 “There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that 

has not filled his days: for the child shall die a hundred years old; but 

the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.” 
 

Here He points out to us that in the new world, or near that part represented by 

the presence of the NEW Jerusalem, there will be “children” who will die at 100 

years old.  Revelation 21:1-4.  

 

 

Every one of the “wicked” who has come up in the resurrection requested by the 

martyrs, including those who had originally died as babies, will now have a 

hundred years in which to review their lives. Revelation 20:4-5.  
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But God’s word cannot be broken, and He says that not one of them will accept 

His offer of salvation because they have consistently rejected it during their 

lifetimes on earth. John 10:35; Luke 16:31. They were born that way and do not 

want to change. The death of Jesus upon Calvary painted a picture that is more 

than enough for any to understand, and even though they will see it now in its 

fullness, that will not change them. Even those who died as babies will continue 

their sinful choice. They will spend their time preparing for an attack on the city 

and the saints.  
 

However, it is not so much the rejection of God’s offer that which will cause 

their eternal deaths, as the hanging on to their selfishness. They would rather die 

in the lake of fire attempting to kill God than be saved to live in heaven’s way. 

Revelation 20:9. Thus their deaths are self-induced, and God will be seen to be 

innocent of their blood. 
 

It is this which separates them from God and His kingdom. At that point in time, 

the entire universe will see and understand His character and the efforts He put 

in to save a guilty race, and that judgment will be everlasting. Eternal judgment 

- What a God it shows! 

 

But remember, this understanding is a normal and primary “stone” in the 

“baby” Christian’s life!!  Is it in yours? 

 
 

 

 

 

                 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

                           
 

                                                   Jesus Christ – the Foundation 
 

Fig. 5.        Adding the details 

 

 

 

Hebrews 6:1-3 

 

“Therefore leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, 
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let us go on to perfection; 

 

  not laying again the foundation of:- 

 

 [1]  repentance from dead works, 

 [2]  and of faith towards God, 

  [3]  of the doctrine of baptisms, 

 [4]  of laying on of hands, 

 [5]  of resurrection of the dead, 

 [6]  and of eternal judgment. 
 

 And this will we do, if God permit.” 

 

 

 Six experiences 

 

 

1. The new heart                   }      1st tithe    God alone   

2. The Sabbath rest                }           

 

3. Symbol/reality                   }    2nd tithe    God and you 

4. Recognition of a job offer   } 

 

  5. The choice of the righteous   }    Freewill Offering You alone 

    6. The choice of the wicked    } 

 

 

 

Remember, these are all only the foundations of the Christian “temple of 

doctrine”, and that we are to “go on” from here into the structure for finer details. 
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