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Evangelism 

 

{March 25, 1891 EJ Waggoner,  

General Conference Daily Bulletin 240.5 to 241.1}  
 

And first, as to the doctrine of the Bible.  The Bible is all doctrine.  "If any 

man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 

whether I speak of myself." John 7:17.  The word doctrine means "teaching." 

Sometimes we get afraid of doctrine.  We talk of doctrinal and practical 

sermons.  But doctrine means teaching, and if any man do the will of God, he 

shall know the teaching.  But teaching must be practical, or it is useless; then, 

brethren, the teaching of the Bible is all practical.  {March 25, 1891 EJW, 

GCDB 240.5}  
 

Now if we do not know the doctrine of the Bible, we do not know how to 

practice what it teaches.  If a thing is not practical, it is impractical.  But we 

will not say the teaching of the Bible is impractical, something that cannot be 

practiced.  So perhaps we can throw aside that distinction of doctrinal and 

practical sermons.  A servant of God ought never to preach anything but 

practical sermons; but as all the teaching, or doctrine, of the Bible is practical, 

it is evident that in preaching really practical sermons, we must preach 

nothing but doctrine, and that doctrine must be the doctrine of Christ.  

{March 25, 1891 EJW, GCDB 240.6}  
 

Now as to the specific lines of doctrine in Christ.   

We will first consider the law.  I have only to call your attention to the fact 

that Christ is in the law, and the law is in Christ, and that you cannot separate 

one from the other, to prove that the two go together, and that preaching the 

law without Christ in it, will have no power or effect on the hearts of men.   
 

Our study of the book of Romans has brought this plainly before your minds.  

We do not make void the law by faith, but it is only by faith in Christ that we 

establish the law in our hearts.  {March 25, 1891 EJW, GCDB 240.7}  
 

The law condemns the sinner, and therefore by the deeds of the law there 

shall no flesh be justified in his sight.  But it is by the obedience of one that 

many shall be made righteous, and that obedience can be made ours by faith 

in the word of God, and by making Christ ours.  To make Christ ours is to 

bring him into our lives, and to have him in our lives is to have life eternal.  

Christ is the truth, and the law is in him in its perfection; and if we keep 

Christ in our hearts day by day, we have the law in our hearts in its 

perfection, so long as we do not waver.  {March 25, 1891 EJW, GCDB 

240.8}  
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If we have Christ, he is our salvation; but we must have him every moment 

of our lives.  One act of faith will not suffice for all time; "the just shall live 

by faith." But we can live only one moment at a time; and since faith is our 

salvation, it is evident that we are saved moment by moment.  There is no 

power in the law apart from Christ, and the preaching of the law without 

Christ in it, is simply preaching damnation to men, and not hope.   
 

But Christ has sent men as his ambassadors, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, to tell them that they are prisoners of hope.  Then are we preaching 

the preaching of Christ, are we carrying out his commission, if we preach the 

law, which only condemns, without Christ? No.  We are to preach "hope." 

While the law is held over the sinner with all the terrors of Sinai, he is to have 

his mind directed to, not simply the law, but to the giver of the law, who has 

GRACE as well as truth in himself.  Truth and grace are in his hand, and 

when that truth condemns men, the grace that is held out by the same hand 

converts from sin.  {March 25, 1891 EJW, GCDB 241.1} 

 

-------------------- 
 

To read the whole article, click here. 

 

 

 


