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Query #37     February 2018 

Confusing the tongues 

 

Query: 

Genesis 11: 
5
 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 

children of men builded.  
6
 And the LORD said, “Behold, the people is 

one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now 

nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.   
7
 “Go to [come on], let us go down, and there confound their language, that 

they may not understand one another's speech”. 
 

What really happened at Babel?  Did God interfere in men’s affairs after the 

rules of engagement said that He wouldn’t!!  He said from the beginning that 

sin itself would demonstrate to the eyes what He could not talk into the minds 

of the people.  Then the two together would settle the truth. 
 

Response: 

Let’s read the whole account of the incident first. 
 

    Genesis 11: 
1
 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 

    
2
 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east [from where they had 

scattered after leaving Noah’s ark], that they found a plain in the land of 

Shinar; and they dwelt there.  
3
 And they said one to another, “Go to 

[come on], let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly”.  And they had 

brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar.  
4
 And they said, “Go to 

[come on], let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach to 

heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the 

face of the whole earth”.    
 
5
 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 

children of men builded.  
6
 And the LORD said, “Behold, the people is 

one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now 

nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.   
7
 “Go to [come on], let us go down, and there confound their language, that 

they may not understand one another's speech”. 
    
8
 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 

earth: and they left off to build the city.  
9
 Therefore is the name of it 

called Babel [confusion]; because the LORD did there confound the 

language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them 

abroad upon the face of all the earth.     
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    Genesis 10: 
8
 And Cush [the son of Ham, the first generation after the Flood] begat Nimrod 

[the second generation*]: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.  
9
 He was 

a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, “Even as Nimrod 

the mighty hunter before [in opposition to] the LORD”.  
10

 And the 

beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, 

in the land of Shinar.  [See Genesis 10:1-12 for the full story.]     
* Men began to have children in their thirty’s after the Flood.  Genesis 11. 

 

So they were in Nimrod’s territory, and as such showed their opposition to God 

by building a tower which they thought would be higher than any flood which 

might come again.  One of Nimrod’s principles was to gather people in one 

physical area and call them a nation with elected rulers (including kings, 

although they often claimed that God had given them this position – “the divine 

right of kings”.  See note 1.)  This was the beginning of politics and they 

decided to implement that idea.   
 

This was directly opposed to God’s way in which the family was the centre and 

the order of authority was established by parentage and birth.  But all He could 

do was to allow sinners to continue in their free-will situation and produce the 

fruit of sin.  Romans 6:23.  So what can He do?   
 

He can protect His own as much as they allow Him!  And that is what He does.  

Witness Daniel in the lions’ den (Daniel 6:16), and Elijah who He was able to 

translate without seeing death.  (2 Kings 2:11.) 

 

So then, did God decide, with His angels, that they should put a stop to such a 

move as the tower-builders were contemplating – interfere with their self-

determination?  Well, that’s how it reads there!!  But if He had done that then 

He would have been denying His policy and helping in the separation and 

aiding the establishment of the nations. 
  
Let’s see what the Spirit of Prophecy tells us:   

    {PP 118.4 - 119.1}   

For a time the descendants of Noah continued to dwell among the 

mountains where the ark had rested.  As their numbers increased, 

apostasy soon led to division.  Those who desired to forget their Creator 

and to cast off the restraint of His law felt a constant annoyance from the 

teaching and example of their God-fearing associates, and after a time 

they decided to separate from the worshipers of God.  Accordingly they 

journeyed to the plain of Shinar, on the banks of the river Euphrates.  

They were attracted by the beauty of the situation and the fertility of the 

soil, and upon this plain they determined to make their home.  {PP 118.4}   
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Here they decided to build a city, and in it a tower of such stupendous 

height as should render it the wonder of the world.  These enterprises 

were designed to prevent the people from scattering abroad in colonies.  

God had directed men to disperse throughout the earth, to replenish and 

subdue [look after] it; but these Babel builders determined to keep their 

community united in one body, and to found a monarchy that should 

eventually embrace the whole earth.  Thus their city would become the 

metropolis of a universal empire; its glory would command the 

admiration and homage of the world and render the founders illustrious.  

The magnificent tower, reaching to the heavens, was intended to stand as 

a monument of the power and wisdom of its builders, perpetuating their 

fame to the latest generations.   {PP 118.5}  
  
The dwellers on the plain of Shinar disbelieved God's covenant that He 

would not again bring a flood upon the earth.  Many of them denied the 

existence of God and attributed the Flood to the operation of natural 

causes.   
 

Others believed in a Supreme Being, and that it was He who had 

destroyed the antediluvian world; and their hearts, like that of Cain, rose 

up in rebellion against Him.   
 

One object before them in the erection of the tower was to secure their 

own safety in case of another deluge.  By carrying the structure to a much 

greater height than was reached by the waters of the Flood, they thought 

to place themselves beyond all possibility of danger.  And as they would 

be able to ascend to the region of the clouds, they hoped to ascertain the 

cause of the Flood.   
 

The whole undertaking was designed to exalt still further the pride of its 

projectors and to turn the minds of future generations away from God and 

lead them into idolatry.  {PP 119.1}   
 

    {PP 119.2 - 120.2}   

 .  .  .  Suddenly the work that had been advancing so prosperously was 

checked.  Angels were sent to bring to naught the purpose of the builders.  

The tower had reached a lofty height, and it was impossible for the 

workmen at the top to communicate directly with those at the base; 

therefore men were stationed at different points, each to receive and 

report to the one next below him the orders for needed material or other 

directions concerning the work.   
 

As messages were thus passing from one to another the language was 

confounded, so that material was called for which was not needed, and 
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the directions delivered were often the reverse of those that had been 

given.  Confusion and dismay followed.  All work came to a standstill.   
 

There could be no further harmony or co-operation.  The builders were 

wholly unable to account for the strange misunderstandings among them, 

and in their rage and disappointment they reproached one another.  Their 

confederacy ended in strife and bloodshed.  Lightnings from heaven, as 

an evidence of God's displeasure, broke off the upper portion of the tower 

and cast it to the ground.  Men were made to feel that there is a God who 

ruleth in the heavens.   {PP 119.2}   
 

Up to this time all men had spoken the same language; now those that 

could understand one another's speech united in companies; some went 

one way, and some another.  “The Lord scattered them abroad from 

thence upon the face of all the earth.”  
 

This dispersion was [used by God as] the means of peopling the earth, and 

thus the Lord's purpose was accomplished through the very means that 

men had employed to prevent its fulfillment.  {PP 120.1}  
  
But at what a loss to those who had set themselves against God!   

It was His purpose that as men should go forth to found nations in 

different parts of the earth they should carry with them a knowledge of 

His will, that the light of truth might shine undimmed to succeeding 

generations.  Noah, the faithful preacher of righteousness, lived for three 

hundred and fifty years after the Flood, Shem for five hundred years, and 

thus their descendants had an opportunity to become acquainted with the 

requirements of God and the history of His dealings with their fathers.  

But they were unwilling to listen to these unpalatable truths; they had no 

desire to retain God in their knowledge; and by the confusion of tongues 

they were, in a great measure, shut out from intercourse with those who 

might have given them light.   {PP 120.2}   
 

One phrase stands out in that quote: “angels were sent”.  If God didn’t do it, 

then who sent them and which angels were they?  Let’s reread the original 

quote. 
 

5
 And the LORD [and some of His loyal angels] came down to see the city 

and the tower, which the children of men builded.  
6
 And the LORD [had] 

said, “Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this 

they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which 

they have imagined to do.  
7
 “Go to [come on], let us go down, and there 

[and watch them] confound their language, that they may not understand 

one another's speech”. 
[It was for the benefit of the loyal angels that they came to see, 
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for the Son of God already knew what was going to happen,  

and He had told them so before the event so that they might believe His word.   

cp.  John 14:29.] 
8
 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 

earth: and they left off to build the city.  
9
 Therefore is the name of it 

called Babel [confusion]; because the LORD did there confound the 

language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them 

abroad upon the face of all the earth.   
 

[He takes the blame, for He made the man with the passions which  

Adam’s leap into rebellion had twisted.   

But from the outside it could have looked as though He had done it,  

so more evidence was needed 
 

Some of those who left the tower founded Nineveh, another of Nimrod’s cities, 

one which became part of Assyria.  It has been described as “the bloody city. . .  

full of lies and robbery.” In figurative language the prophet Nahum compared 

the Ninevites to a cruel, ravenous lion.   “Upon whom,” he inquired, “has not 

your wickedness passed continually?” Nahum 3:1, 19.    
   
Yet Nineveh, wicked though it had become, was not wholly given over to evil.  

He who “beholds all the sons of men”, Psalm 33:13, and “sees every precious 

thing [in their hearts]”, Job 28:10, perceived in that city many who were reaching 

out after something better and higher, and who, if granted opportunity to learn 

of the living God, would put away their evil deeds and worship Him.  And so in 

His wisdom God revealed Himself to them in an unmistakable manner through 

the prophet Jonah, to lead them, if possible, to repentance.   
 

And remarkably, an entire generation did just that!  (Jonah 3:5-10.)  And Jonah 

was very upset at the result for he thought that they were going to be punished 

and he looked forward to that!  (Jonah 4:1.) 

 

What did another one of God’s great representatives do in such a case?   
 

    {Conflict and Courage 251.3-4}   

Daniel was imbued with the spirit of Jesus Christ, and he pleaded that the 

wise men of Babylon should not be destroyed.  The followers of Christ do 

not possess the attributes of Satan, which make it a pleasure to grieve and 

afflict the creatures of God.  They have the spirit of their Master who 

said, “I am come to seek and to save that which was lost.  I came not to 

call the righteous but sinners [people who rebel] to repentance.”  

Luke:19:10; 5:32.   
 

Had Daniel possessed the same quality of religious zeal which is so 

quickly inflamed today in the churches, and men are led by it to afflict 

and oppress and destroy those who do not serve God after their prescribed 



#037  3/02/2018 4:17 PM 

 

6 

 

plan, he would have said to Arioch, “These men who claim to be wise 

men, are deceiving the king.  They have not the knowledge they claim to 

have, and should be destroyed.  They dishonor the God of heaven, they 

serve idols, and their lives in no way do honor to God; let them die; but 

bring me in before the king and I will show unto the king the 

interpretation.”  {CC 251.3}   
 

The transforming grace of God was made manifest in His servant, and he 

pleaded most earnestly for the lives of the very men who afterwards, in a 

secret, underhanded manner made plans by which they thought to put an 

end to the life of Daniel.  These men became jealous of Daniel because he 

found favor with kings and nobles, and was honored as the greatest man 

in Babylon.   {CC 251.4}   
 

This is a classic example of “Do unto others as you would have them do to you” 

the underlying principle of the way of the LORD.  It is in this way that 

Christians show their difference from the natural man (some more and some 

less as Jesus told us), “. . . and other [seed] fell on good ground, and did yield 

fruit that sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some 

sixty, and some a hundred [fold].  And He said to them, “He that has [spiritual] 

ears to hear, let him hear”.  Mark 4:8-9.)  Regardless of the amount of fruit, 

each one is still a Christian “tree”, planted in God’s garden. 
 

{RH, November 10, 1904 para.  5} 

The words, “A new heart [emotions] will I give you,” [also] mean,  

A new mind [intellect] will I give you.   
 

This change of heart is always attended by a clear conception of Christian 

duty, an understanding of truth.  The clearness of our views of truth will 

be proportionate to our understanding of the Word of God.  He who gives 

the Scriptures close, prayerful attention will gain clear comprehension 

and sound judgment, as if in turning to God he had reached a higher 

grade of intelligence.     
    
In the same way the Christian God is distinguished from all other so-called 

gods.  He issued the following challenge: 

 

    Isaiah 41: 
21

 Produce your cause, says the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, 

says the King of Jacob.   
   
22

 Let them bring them forth, and show us what shall happen: let them 

show the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and 

know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come.  
23

 Show the 
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things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods: 

yes, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together. 
    
24

 Behold, you are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination 

[a person God has lost] is he that chooses you.  
   

It is written of mature Christians: 

     
    Manuscript 51, 1900.     

Their lives give evidence to the world of the power of Christianity.   
 

They witness that the gospel is what it purports to be, the power of God 

unto salvation. [Romans 1:17.]  Bright beams of gospel truth are flashed 

from them upon the path of those who are in darkness.  Their unswerving 

fidelity is registered in the books of heaven.   
 

      Review and Herald, May 29, 1900. 

Those who walk even as Christ walked, who are patient, gentle, kind, 

meek, and lowly in heart, those who yoke up with Christ and lift His 

burdens, who yearn for souls as He yearned for them -- these will enter 

[fully] into the joy of their Lord.  They will see with Christ the travail of 

His soul, and be satisfied.   
 

Heaven will triumph, for the vacancies made in heaven by the fall of 

Satan and his angels will be filled by the redeemed of the Lord. 
 

Are we a Jonah or a Daniel?  Are we 30% or 100%? 

 

Why is it written that God not behave like Daniel at Babel?  He says He is the 

LORD and “changes not”, so if He didn’t change, then what happened? 

 

Let’s look a little deeper into the scene. 
 

As men shout to one another (or even whisper, as in a game of yester-year) 

words can soon get mixed up as messages pass on.  The meaning of a phrase, or 

even a word can change quite dramatically in a short space of time.  So as the 

requests from the higher levels of the tower were called down to the lower 

floors they often became scrambled and the wrong materials arrived causing 

much confusion.  And anger!  Tired men are known for their shortness of 

temper and it would not have been long before arguments and even blows might 

have occurred.  I don’t have to go into details for you to understand that. 
 

But this is a completely natural thing and does not require God’s intervention.  

So why is He accused of doing it?  For that is what the record in Genesis 11 is 

doing!  It’s His Book after all, and He could have changed the wording.   
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But could He?   
 

In a way similar to the incarnation of His Son in human form, the Bible is a 

mixture of human and divine, so the words and thoughts are those of the human 

penmen, while the explanation is from God through the Holy Spirit.  If we read 

the words in the light of a God who does not punish, hurt, or destroy at any time 

for any reason then we can see that He could not have arbitrarily confused their 

messages.  But He takes the blame for what happened as He reaches out to those 

who might accept His offer of salvation from the results of sin.  He does not 

alter the words of the Bible.  What He does is alter their minds, and that is 

progressive, for fruit is seasonal.      
 

A good example of what happened can be seen in the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain, made up of the kingdoms of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.   

It can still be the case today that people from one part of the United Kingdom 

cannot understand folk from another, even though they say that they are all 

talking the same language.  (The individual countries do have their own native 

languages, but use English as their common one.)  I am talking about dialects 

within the different kingdoms, not just between them. 
 

Another evidence I offer is that of the United States of America, where it is 

common for the northerners to speak quite differently from the southerners.  

How many ways can the English language be distorted?  (Tomato is pronounced 

“tomahto” versus “tomayto”.) And not only is the sound different, but the 

meaning can also be poles apart between nations.  I quote the classic example of 

an American saying, “I am mad about my flat” meaning that he is angry because 

of a punctured tyre on his vehicle, and an Australian saying, “I am mad about 

my flat”, meaning he is very happy about his new apartment!   Or, “I have a 

trunk on my car” which to an Australian would be, “I have a large suitcase on 

the roof of my car”.    
 

So why do men talk in dialects?  It is often deliberate because it distinguishes 

them from every other area or group, but at the same time it helps to maintain 

the disunity and distrust that Satan loves, which engenders hatred.  In other 

words, it is Satan-inspired, for he works hard to cause dissension and warfare in 

humanity in an effort to upset the Son of God.   
 

Another great example is the diversity of those who call themselves Christians.  

Look at the innumerable denominations and sects that seem to multiply all the 

time even today.    
 

Babel (Babylon) is still with us: 
 

    {PP 123.4 – 124.1}  

There are tower builders in our time. 
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Infidels construct their theories from the supposed deductions of sciences, 

and reject the revealed word of God.  They presume to pass sentence 

upon God's moral government; they despise His law and boast of the 

sufficiency of human reason.  Then, “because sentence against an evil 

work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is 

fully set in them to do evil.”  Ecclesiastes 8:11.   {PP 123.4}  
 

In the professedly Christian world many turn away from the plain 

teachings of the Bible and build up a creed from human speculations and 

pleasing fables, and they point to their tower as a way to climb up to 

heaven.  Men hang with admiration upon the lips of eloquence while it 

teaches that the transgressor shall not die, that salvation may be secured 

without obedience to the law of God.   
 

If the professed followers of Christ would accept God's standard, it would 

bring them into unity; but so long as human wisdom is exalted above His 

Holy Word, there will be divisions and dissension.  The existing 

confusion of conflicting creeds and sects is fitly represented by the term 

“Babylon,” which prophecy (Revelation 14:8; 18:2) applies to the world-

loving churches of the last days.  {PP 124.1} 

 

Conclusion: 

The confusion of languages was not engineered by the Son of God but was the 

result of natural behaviour egged on by rebel angels. He accepts the blame, for 

He is always endeavouring to lessen the burden of sin without overstepping into 

the line of accusation. 
 

In the Bible the motivation behind Babel and its tower has been passed on to 

Babylon, the spiritual offspring of Babel, which is made up of separate groups 

of leaders called “clergy”, speaking differently both in speech and meaning, and 

yet held together by the common bond of Sunday-keeping and a hatred of God’s 

people, often cleverly camouflaged, or latent in their minds. 
 

 

 

Who wants to add (or subtract!) from these thoughts? I won't argue as I have 

stated, but I will publish your Scriptures so that we may review all the words of 

God on the subject.   
 

Next query.  To be discussed from March 1, 2018. 
 

It is written: 

    Joshua 6: 
16

 And it came to pass at the seventh time [of circumnavigating the city], 

when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, 

file:///D:/A%20Passport%20travelling/Travelling%20on%20C%20drive/My%20webs/my_page/past_queries/burnt_offerings_aug_14.html%23.
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“Shout; for the LORD has given you the city. 
17

 And the city shall be 

accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the 

harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid 

the messengers that we sent.  
   
18

 “And you, in any wise [at all costs] keep yourselves from the accursed 

thing, lest you make yourselves accursed, when you take of the accursed 

thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 
19

 But all the 

silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated to the 

LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD”. 
    
20

 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it 

came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the 

people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the 

people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took 

the city. 
    
21

 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and 

woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass [and cats and canaries], 

with the edge of the sword.    
   
Why is it that when the former slaves from Egypt entered the Promised Land 

under the direction of the LORD God of Israel (the God of the Ten 

Commandments, including the sixth – “you shall not kill”), that they presented 

to the people of the land a picture of a bloodthirsty, angry and revengeful God 

who demanded that every living thing in the city be slaughtered?  How would 

that have endeared the nations to follow Him in love?  I read in the S of P; 

 

{COL 34.4}   

The gospel of Christ was a stumbling block to them [the Jews] because 

they demanded signs instead of a Saviour. They expected the Messiah to 

prove His claims by mighty deeds of conquest, to establish His empire on 

the ruins of earthly kingdoms. This expectation Christ answered in the 

parable of the sower. Not by force of arms, not by violent interpositions, 

was the kingdom of God to prevail, but by the implanting of a new 

principle in the hearts of men.   
 

 

For contact: 

mail to:  nonconformist@mail.com  (Cut and paste) 

 

To see the list of some of my past queries, click here. 
 

To see past queries and my responses, click here.  
 

mailto:nonconformist@mail.com
http://ancient-sda.com/ancient/some_queries/some_queries.html
http://ancient-sda.com/queries/some_queries_to_ponder.html
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Note 1: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_right_of_kings 

The divine right of kings, divine right, or God's mandate is 

a political and religious doctrine of royal and political legitimacy.  It asserts that 

a monarch is subject to no earthly authority, deriving the right to rule directly 

from the will of God.  The king [in some instances, the priest] is thus not subject to 

the will of his people, the aristocracy, or any other estate of the realm.   

It implies that only God can judge an unjust king and that any attempt to 

depose, dethrone or restrict his powers runs contrary to the will of God and may 

constitute a sacrilegious act.  It is often expressed in the phrase “by the Grace of 

God“, attached to the titles of a reigning monarch. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_right_of_kings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_legitimacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristocracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estate_of_the_realm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/By_the_Grace_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/By_the_Grace_of_God

