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Query #33     October 2017 

Keeping the feasts today 

 

Query: 

Should we keep the Old Testament feasts today?  Do we receive a greater 

blessing if we do, and are we lost if we don’t, as some are teaching? 

 

Response: 

You would think that this question was forever fully settled way back in 49AD  

(I do mean 49AD, not 1949), when a full council of Christian leaders met as 

described in Acts chapter 15!  But no, over the centuries since then it has been 

raised again and again by those who want to offer righteousness by works to the 

LORD.  (They don’t see it like that, of course.)  
 

Here are two occasions when we have answered a similar query in the past: 

2006  keeping_the_feast_oct_06.html 

2007  keep_ceremonies_jun_07.html 

 

The teaching (as I have read it recently), is that we should keep the feasts, 

particularly the first of the month ones (the new moon) and we will receive an 

even greater blessing than we do on the weekly Sabbath!!   
 

It is written: 
 

    Joshua 23:6: 

[Joshua told the people] Be you therefore very courageous to keep and to do 

all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that you turn not aside 

therefrom to the right hand or to the left . . . [be particular and exact.]     
 

But Paul wrote: 

    Galatians 5: 
1
 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, 

and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
2
 Behold, I Paul say 

to you, that if you be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 
3
 For I 

testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 

the whole law.  
 
4
 Christ is become of no effect to you, whosoever of you are justified by 

the law; you are fallen from grace. 
5
 For we through the Spirit wait for the 

hope of righteousness by faith. 
6
 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision 

avails any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which works by love.  
7
 You did run well [in the past]; who did hinder you that you should not 

obey the truth [now]?   
 
8
 This persuasion [teaching] comes not of Him that calls you.   

http://www.ancient-sda.com/queries/keeping_the_feast_oct_06.html
http://ancient-sda.com/queries/keep_ceremonies_jun_07.html
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9
 A little leaven leavens the whole lump. [A little error in choice of doctrine 

will eventually cancel all the truth, for it shows that you are not reading with the 

Spirit.]   
 
10

 I have confidence in you through the LORD, that you will be none 

otherwise minded: but he that troubles you shall bear his judgment, 

whosoever he be.   
 

So the short answer is that such teaching in New Testament times is not from 

the Spirit or in the Bible, nor in the Spirit of Prophecy, for there it is written:   
 

{RH, May 29, 1888 par. 10}   

There were those in Paul's day who were constantly dwelling upon 

circumcision, and they could bring plenty of proof from the Bible to show its 

obligation on the Jews; but this teaching was of no consequence at this time; 

for Christ had died upon Calvary's cross, and circumcision in the flesh could 

not be of any further value.  

 

The typical service and the ceremonies connected with it were abolished at 

the cross. The great antitypical Lamb of God had become an offering for 

guilty man, and the shadow ceased in the [light of the] substance.  

 

Paul was seeking to bring the minds of men to the great truth for the time; but 

these who claimed to be followers of Jesus were wholly absorbed in teaching 

the tradition of the Jews, and the obligation of circumcision [and the feasts].   
 

But let’s go deeper into it.  This will require a long study, for we need to 

examine the heart of Christianity, not just the shadows. 
 

There is not much in the New Testament regarding observing feasts, so we need 

to look carefully at the commands in the Old Testament.  However, it will be 

good to look at the council meeting first: 
 

    Acts 15: 
1
 And certain men [who claimed to be Christians] which came down from 

Judaea [Jerusalem] taught the brethren, and said, “Except you be 

circumcised after the manner of Moses, you cannot be saved”.  
2
 When 

therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation 

[actually a long and heated argument!] with them, they [the brethren] determined 

that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to 

Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. 
3
 And being 

brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and 

Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great 

joy to all the brethren.   
 

4
 And when they [Paul and Barnabas and company] were come to Jerusalem, 

they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they 
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declared all things that God had done with them [and the Gentiles during their 

ministry].  
  
5
 But there rose up certain of the sect of the [Christian] Pharisees which 

believed, saying, “That it was needful to circumcise them, and to 

command them to keep the law of Moses”. 
6
 And the apostles and elders 

came together for to consider of this matter.   
 

Why was the debate over circumcision as well as the feasts? 

   
Because it was a basic part of the law of Moses, and was also vitally necessary 

BEFORE the keeping of the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 

first of the three times all the males of Israel were expected to attend the temple 

as set out below.     
 

    Exodus 23: 
14

 Three times you shall keep a feast to [with] Me in the year.  
15

 [#1] You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread: (you shall eat 

unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded you, in the time appointed 

of the month Abib [our March/April]; for in it you came out from Egypt: 

and none shall appear before Me empty [handed]).   
 
16

 [#2] And the Feast of Harvest [aka the Feast of Weeks in our Jun/Jul], the 

firstfruits of your labours, which you have sown in the field.  
 

[#3] And the Feast of Ingathering [tabernacles in Sep/Oct], which is in the 

end of the year, when you have gathered in your labours out of the field 

[and all the harvests are in].  
  
17

 Three times in the year all your males shall appear before the LORD 

GOD [females could but didn’t have to indulge in the play-acting, for that is what all 

the ceremonies really were!]   
 

     Deuteronomy 16: 
16 

Three times in a year shall all your males appear before the LORD your 

God in the place which He shall choose; in the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, and in the Feast of Weeks, and in the Feast of Tabernacles: and 

they shall not appear before the LORD empty [handed]: 
17

 every man shall 

give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God which 

He has given you.   
 

 Back to the council meeting: 

 

      Acts 15: 
7
 And when there had been much disputing [in the council for it was a hot 

topic there too], Peter rose up, and said to them, “Men and brethren, you 
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know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the 

Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 
[Acts 10:1-48.]  
 
8
 And God, which knows the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the 

Holy Ghost [v44], even as He did to us; 
9
 and put no difference between 

us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.  
  
10

 “Now therefore why tempt you God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the 

[Gentile] disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  
11

 But we believe that through the grace of the LORD Jesus Christ we 

[Jews] shall be saved, even as they” . . .  
         

13
 And after they had held their peace, James [the earthly brother of Christ, and 

now a leader in the Jerusalem council] answered, saying, “Men and brethren, 

hearken to me: 
14

 Simeon [Peter] has declared how God at the first did 

visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for His name. 
15

 And to 

this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written,  
  
16

 ‘After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, 

which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will 

set it up: 
17

 that the residue of men might seek after the LORD, and all the 

Gentiles, upon whom My name is called, says the LORD, who does all 

these things’.   
 

[This is the scripture James was quoting: 

          Amos 9: 
9
 For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, 

like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain [of the good seed] 

fall upon the earth [perish eternally]. 
10

 All the sinners of My people shall die by 

the sword, which say, “The evil shall not overtake nor prevent [hinder] us”. 

   
11

 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up 

the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the 

days of old [Daniel 8:14]: 
12

 that they may possess the remnant of Edom [the true 

followers among the Gentiles], and of all the heathen, which are called by My 

name [My children], says the LORD that does this. 

   
13

 Behold, the days come, says the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the 

reaper [the final harvest will be due], and the treader of grapes him that sows 

seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt [the 

loud cry, Revelation 14:9]. 
14

 And I will bring again the captivity of My people of 

Israel [in the resurrection], and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; 

and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also 

make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.  
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15
 And I will plant them upon their land [the new earth], and they shall no more 

be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, says the LORD your 

God.]  
 

18 
[James continued] “Known to God are all His works from the beginning 

of the world [He knows who are His].  
 
19

 “Wherefore my sentence [conclusion] is, that we trouble not them, which 

from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 
20

 but that we write to them, 

that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from 

things strangled, and from blood [four things]. 
21

 For Moses of old time has 

in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every 

Sabbath day” [and they will often hear what appears to be different].   
 
22

 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send 

chosen men of their own company to Antioch [it was the Gentile centre of the 

church at that time] with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed 

Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren: 
23

 and they wrote 

letters by them after this manner;  
 

‘The apostles and elders and brethren send greeting to the brethren 

which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia. 
24

 Forasmuch 

as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you 

with words, subverting your souls, saying, ‘You must be circumcised, and 

keep the law’: to whom we gave no such commandment: 
25 

it seemed good 

to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with 

our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 
26

 men that have hazarded their lives for 

the name of our LORD Jesus Christ. 
27

 We have sent therefore Judas and 

Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by mouth. 
 

28
 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no 

greater burden than these necessary things; 

   
29

 ‘That you abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and 

from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if you keep 

yourselves, you shall do well.  Fare you well’. 
   
30

 So when they were dismissed [sent on their way], they came to Antioch: 

and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the 

epistle: 
31

 which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation [the 

settling of the question].   
   

The weekly Sabbath was not mentioned because that was never in question. 
 

So why did the agitation begin in the first place?  The Jewish Christians had 

spent their whole lives observing all these rituals and many could not clearly see 
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any other way of living, even though they comprehended the freedom that came 

with acceptance of Christ as the base of them.  
 

The list of the feasts is in Leviticus chapter 23 and the first one mentioned is the 

not the Passover as so many think for that was actually a working day.  Plus it 

could be used for the confirmation of another ritual which had been performed 

four days before!  (The killing, preparing, and cooking the lamb and the veges 

for the meal was actually done on the afternoon of the 13
th

 in preparation for the 

eating after sunset as the day passed into the 14
th

.) 

     
    Exodus 12: 

43
 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance [basic 

ritual] of the passover: There shall no stranger [non-Jew] eat thereof: 
44

 but 

every man's servant that is bought for money, when you have circumcised 

him, then shall he eat thereof [for he is then seen to be part of your family].   
 
45

 A foreigner and a hired [daily] servant shall not eat thereof. 
   
46

 In one house shall it be eaten [you can invite the neighbours in to help]; you 

shall not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither 

shall you break a bone thereof. 
47

 All the congregation of Israel [including 

the females and children] shall keep [eat of] it.   
 

[The blood on the doorposts covered everybody in the house with imputed 

righteousness (1 Corinthians 7:14], but each individual needed their own imparted.] 

  
48

 And when a stranger [non-Jew] shall sojourn with you, and will [wants to] 

keep the passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised [as he 

accepts the Jewish way], and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall 

be as one that is born in the land [keeping all the law of Moses]: for no 

uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. 
   
49

 One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and to the stranger that 

sojourns among you.  
  
50

 Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses 

and Aaron, so did they.   
 

The lamb was chosen on the 10
th

 day, but not eaten till the 14
th 

which gave the 

“ex-strangers” time to recuperate.  Exodus 12:3 and 6. 
 

It was after His last Passover meal that Jesus instituted the feet-washing and His 

supper for the Christian era.  John 13:2.  Baptism was already a given. [Mark 1:4-

5 etc.] 

 

Here are the feasts as spoken by God: [There were others added from time to time by 

the Jewish leaders, but these are the official ones.] 
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Leviticus 23: 
1
 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,   

2
 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, Concerning the feasts of the 

LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations [ceremonial sabbath rest 

days], even these are My feasts [party times].   
 
3
 Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of rest, a holy 

convocation [a regular public holy day]; you shall do no work therein: it is the 

[weekly] Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.   
 
4
 [In addition to that] These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations 

[holy rest days], which you shall proclaim in their seasons [some of which you may 

keep at home, and some of which you should observe in the temple (outside of your comfort 

zone)]. 
   
5
 In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.   

[It is a holy working day which will be more fully explained later, and its date is determined 

by the appearance of the full moon and the first harvest of the year being ready at Jerusalem.  

It can be any day of the week and is followed by a feast.] 

 

#1 A seven day Feast with two ceremonial sabbath rest days: (the 1
st
 feast) 

6
 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

to the LORD: seven days you must eat unleavened bread. 
7
 In the first day [after 

the Passover, i.e. the 15th] you shall have a holy convocation [a rest day like a weekly 

Sabbath]: you shall do no servile [ordinary] work therein. 
8
 But you shall offer an 

offering made by fire [a burnt offering] to the LORD seven days.  In the seventh 

day [the 21
st 

of the month, there] is [also to be] a holy convocation: you shall do no 

servile work therein. [The other days of the feast were ordinary working days.] 

 
9
 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,   

10
 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, When you be come into the 

land which I give to you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then you shall bring 

a [only one] sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest [the first of the 

harvest]: 
11

 and he shall wave the sheaf [for all to see] before the LORD, to be 

accepted for you.  On the morrow after the [ceremonial] sabbath [which is the first 

day of the feast, the 15
th

] the priest shall wave it [because the wave day was one of the 

working days, the 16
th 

of the month, and the harvest could now be gathered.] 

   
12

 And you shall offer that day [the 16
th

] when you wave the sheaf a he lamb 

without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering to the LORD [extra to the 

daily lambs]. 
13

 And the meat [flour] offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of 

fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire to the LORD for a sweet 

savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of a hin.  
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14
 And you shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears [the new 

season’s food], until the selfsame day that you have brought an offering to your 

God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your 

dwellings. 
 

#2  The Feast of Weeks recognising one day (known as Pentecost): (the 2
nd

 feast) 
15

 And you shall count to you from the morrow after the sabbath [the 16
th

], from 

the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven [weekly] Sabbaths 

shall be complete [seven complete weeks, 49 days, and start counting from the next 

weekly Sabbath]: 
16

even to the morrow after the seventh [weekly] Sabbath [i.e. it will 

always be Sunday, a working day] shall you number fifty days; and you shall offer a 

new meat [flour] offering to the LORD [with no blood.  “And almost all things are by 

the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.  Hebrews 9:22.  

This offering was NOT for sin!]  
   
17

 You shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves [of bread] of two tenth 

deals [a large size]: they shall be of fine flour [the best quality]; they shall be baked 

with leaven [to make them even larger, and show that they are NOT sinless]; they are the 

firstfruits to the LORD [and the reason for the ceremony.  Note that this offering was not 

an animal, but was accompanied by some, for every detail in God’s kingdom is underlined by 

the death and life of the Son of God].   
 
18

 And you shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first 

year, and one young bullock, and two rams: [it cost God a lot, as we shall see, for all 

the ceremonies are allegories.] They shall be for a burnt offering to the LORD, with 

their meat [flour] offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by 

fire, of sweet savour to the LORD. 
   
19

 Then you shall sacrifice [separately] one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and 

two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace [thank You] offerings. [It will 

cost us too!] 
20

 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for 

a wave offering before the LORD with the two lambs [God’s offerings]: they shall 

be holy to the LORD [set aside] for the priest [and his family, for peace/thank You 

offerings became food]. 
   
21

 And you shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be a holy 

convocation [a public holy day] to you: you shall do no servile work therein: it 

shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your generations. 
   
22

 And [notice this principle too,] when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 

not make clean riddance of the corners of your field when you reap, neither 

shall you gather any gleaning of your harvest [that might have been missed]: you 

shall leave them to the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God [who 

loves to help hungry people.  Matthew 5:6].   
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[Those were the spring and summer ceremonies, held in our March/April and June/July. 

The dates vary depending on when the full moon and harvest coincide.] 

 

The following ceremonies are the autumn [end of the year] ones, held in our 

September/October.  There were none expected during the winter, nor in the 

days of physical persecution. 
 

#3 The day of trumpets, lasting one day: [this was NOT a feast!] 
23

 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,   
24

 Speak to the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day 

of the month [the new moon], shall you have a [ceremonial rest] sabbath [holy day],  

a memorial of blowing of trumpets [a warning sound], a holy convocation. 
   
25

 You shall do no servile [ordinary] work therein: but you shall offer an offering 

made by fire to the LORD. 
 

[The exact new moon day sometimes could not be observed because of the weather, so it was 

then decided on by the priests.  It seems that noticing it every month was added by the 

priesthood later.]  
 

#4 The one day of the atonement: (the at-one-with-God-ment) 
26

 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,   
27

 Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement 

[a judgment day, not a feast]: it shall be a holy convocation to you; and you shall 

afflict your souls [search your hearts for motives], and offer an offering made by fire 

to the LORD. 
28

 And you shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of 

atonement, to make an atonement for you [by the high priest] before the LORD 

your God. 
29

 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted [concerned] in 

that same day, he shall be cut off [he will give up all] from among his people. 
30

 And whatsoever soul it be that does any work in that same day, the same soul 

will I [have to] destroy from among his people [in the Lake of Fire]. 
31

 You shall do 

no manner of work [on this day, attempting righteousness by works]: it shall be a 

statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.  
 

32
 It shall be to you a sabbath of rest, and you shall afflict [search] your souls [for 

your motives]: in the ninth day of the month at even [when the sun sets into the 10
th

 

day], from even to even, shall you celebrate your [ceremonial] sabbath [as you do 

with the weekly Sabbath].  
 

#5 The Feast of Tabernacles – eight days and two sabbath rest days: (the 3
rd

 feast) 
33

 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,   
34

 Speak to the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh 

month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles [living in tents] for seven days to the 

LORD.  
35

 On the first day shall be a holy convocation: you shall do no servile 
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work therein. 
36

 Seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the 

LORD. [We will see what that means later.]  
 

[AND]  

on the eighth day shall be a holy convocation to you; and you shall offer an 

offering made by fire to the LORD: it is a [special] solemn assembly; and you 

shall do no servile work therein. 
   
37

 These are the feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy 

convocations, to offer a [sin] offering made by fire to the LORD, a burnt 

offering, and a meat [flour] offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing 

upon his day: 
38

 beside the [weekly] Sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your 

gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which you 

give to the LORD. [There is no mention of an extra blessing for doing this.]  
  
39

 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the 

[final] fruit of the land, you shall keep a feast to the LORD seven days: on the 

first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. [Somewhere 

in there a weekly Sabbath and a ceremonial sabbath might coincide, which was then called “a 

high day”.  John 19:31.  Or the ceremonial one could fall on one side or the other of the 

weekly meaning two Sabbaths together!]   
 
40

 And you shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches 

of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook [and make 

them into temporary tents]; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven 

days [while you live in them]. 
41

 And you shall keep it a feast to the LORD seven 

days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations: you shall 

celebrate it in the seventh month.  
  
42

 You shall dwell in booths [leafy tents] seven days; all that are Israelites born 

shall dwell in booths: 
43

 that your generations may know that I made the 

children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of 

Egypt: I am the LORD your God.  
  
44

 And Moses declared to the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD. 
 

Thus there were three important feasts incorporating seven ceremonial sabbath 

days.  Did you notice that the only mention of a new moon festival was in the 

seventh month?  Verse 24.   [This was soon extended to all months by the leaders.] 

 

But the sweet singer in Israel writes: 

    Psalm 81:3-4 

Blow up the trumpet [give a warning sound] in the new moon, in the time 

appointed, on our solemn feast day. For this was a statute for Israel, and a 

law of the God of Jacob. [But it only became a national thing with Moses!]   
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As to receiving a greater blessing, it is written:   

    Colossians 2: 
13

 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh 

[in your natural state], has He quickened [made alive again] together with Him, 

having forgiven you all [past] trespasses; 
14

 blotting out the handwriting of 

ordinances [Moses’ law] that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 

took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross;   
 
15

 and having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them 

openly, triumphing over them in it [setting Christians free from them].   
 

16
 Let no man therefore judge [or condemn] you [if you choose your own way] 

in meat [what you eat], or in drink, or in respect of a [man-made] holyday, or 

of the new moon, or of the [ceremonial] sabbath days: 
17

 which are a 

shadow of things to come [and not the reality]; but the body is of Christ. 
[Paul wrote not IS Christ, but OF Him.]   
 
18

 Let no man beguile [entice] you of your reward in a voluntary humility 

[it is not a commanded one] and [get you] worshipping of angels [a Gnostic 

idea], intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up 

by his fleshly mind [his own ideas], 
19

 and not holding [up] the Head, from 

which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, 

and knit together, increased with the increase of God.  

            [Colossians 2:18-19 
18-19 

Don’t tolerate people who try to run your life, ordering you to bow and 

scrape, insisting that you join their obsession with angels and that you seek out 

visions. They’re a lot of hot air, that’s all they are. They’re completely out of 

touch with the source of life, Christ, who puts us together in one piece, whose 

very breath and blood flow through us. He is the Head and we are the body. 

We can grow up healthy in God only as he nourishes us. 

The Message (MSG)  
Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson] 

20
 Wherefore if you be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, 

why, as though living in the world, are you subject to ordinances [religious 

rules now], 
21 

[such as] (touch not; taste not; handle not; 
22

 which all are to 

perish with the using [as time goes by, for they are]) after the commandments 

and doctrines of men? 
23

 Which things have indeed a show of wisdom 

[they look good] in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body;  

[but are] not in any honour [except] to the satisfying of the flesh.   
 

In addition, later the captive prophet Ezekiel was given the plans of the temple 

to be built after the exile (but they were ignored), and below is one of the 

ceremonies to be held in that temple complex. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65
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    Ezekiel 46: 
6
 And in the day of the new moon it [the prince’s sacrifice] shall be a young 

bullock without blemish, and six lambs, and a ram: they shall be without 

blemish. 
7
 And he shall prepare a meat [flour] offering, an ephah for a 

bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and for the lambs according as his hand 

shall attain to [his choice of size], and a hin of oil to an ephah. 
   
8
 And when the prince shall enter, he shall go in by the way of the porch 

of that [eastern] gate, and he shall go forth by the [same] way thereof.   
 

Speaking of events to take place in heaven during the 1,000 years, God says, 
     
    Isaiah 66: 

22
 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make [in the near 

future], shall remain before Me [for eternity], says the LORD, so shall your 

seed and your name remain. 
23

 And it shall come to pass, that from one 

new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh 

come to worship before Me, says the LORD.  
  

24 
And they shall [or could] go forth [during the 1,000 years?], and look upon 

the carcases of the men that have transgressed against Me [for they are still 

lying around on earth during the millennium]: for their worm shall not die, 

neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring to all 

flesh. [This could also mean that they can visualise them while they are checking 

their records.]   
 

(These new moons will have a practical purpose in the new world – to eat of the 

Tree of Life by a defined month – like a yearly family reunion.) 

 

That tree is mentioned in both the Old and the New Testament. 
 

    Ezekiel 47: 
7
 Now when I had returned [to the east gate], behold, at the bank of the river 

were very many trees on the one side and on the other. 
8
Then said He to 

me, “These waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into 

the desert, and go into the sea: which being brought forth into the sea, the 

waters shall be healed . . .”  
 
12

 And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, 

shall grow all trees for meat [food], whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall 

the fruit thereof be consumed:  

 

it [the Tree of Life] shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, 

because their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof 

shall be for meat [food], and the leaf thereof for medicine.   
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Revelation  22: 
1
 And he [his angel guide] showed me a pure river of water of Life, clear as 

crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
2
 In the 

midst of the street [channel] of it, and on either side of the river [two trunks, 

meeting in the middle of the river], was there the Tree of Life, which bare 

twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves 

of the tree were for the healing of the nations.   
 

What do all these ceremonies mean for us today?   
 

What is their spiritual meaning? 

 

    1 Corinthians 5: 
6
 Your glorying [boasting of salvation] is not good.  Know you not that a 

little leaven [yeast] leavens the whole lump [of flour]? 
7
 Purge out therefore 

the old [natural] leaven, that you may be a new lump, as you are [now] 

unleavened.   
 

For even Christ our passover [Lamb] is sacrificed for us. [Nowhere in the Old 

Testament is this explained, but Paul, under Inspiration tells us.]  
  
8
 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old [physical] leaven, neither 

with the leaven of malice and wickedness [of the old life]; but with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth [spiritually, in the new life].  
 

In other words, the Passover Lamb has enabled us to live a sinless life of 

sincerity and truth in a spiritual feast!!  
 

But remember as we see the explanation that this is all based on the reality, not 

the shadow, and that the death of the Son of man on the cross of Calvary was 

the death of a human Being (a special obedient one, but still a human body) and 

that He died before the other two, for it too, was a shadow.  The reality is that 

He does all of this in His position as the Son of God, the Creator and Lifegiver, 

therefore it is not tied to the time or the place of the Son of man.   
 

For more in depth on this subject, see:- 

                          http://ancient-sda.com/ancient/continui.html 

 

So accept the gift of rebirth through the “circumcision of the heart” (Genesis 

17:11; Deuteronomy 10:16; Romans 2:29), and “eating” the Passover Lamb (if 

you don’t already have it) 1 Corinthians 1:27.   Note that something is shown as 

being removed and something is added to your life in this ritual.  Your job then 

is to search out the conscious sins in your life to be confessed as if they were 

earthly leaven in the Feast of Unleavened Bread and dispose of them through 

Him.  You have “seven days” in which to live like this, which means a complete 

life, your lifetime.  

http://ancient-sda.com/ancient/continui.html
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But do it in that order, in His power, not in your own way, justification first, 

then sanctification. 
 

Christ died on the Passover day which began at sunset Thursday night when 

they had the supper, and was on the cross from 9am till 3pm on Friday (the 

sacrificial times of the daily lamb).  That was the 14
th
 day of the month.   

 

Then, as the weekly Sabbath was drawing near (it was also the first of the 

ceremonial sabbaths for the year), He was placed in the tomb.  Therefore, 

according to the pattern, the Son of God part of Him waited patiently for the 

Sabbath hours of the 15
th
 day to pass (His divine nature could not die, it was 

only His human nature that could and did), then He resurrected His humanity on 

Sunday morning the 16
th
, the day of the wave sheaf.  His “wave sheaf” was 

Himself and those who were resurrected with Him.  Matthew 27:50-53.  
 

That first meeting with all the apostles: 

    John 20: 
18

 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 

LORD, and that He had spoken these things to her. 
   
19

 Then the same day at evening [the 16
th

 of the month, Sunday night in our 

time,], being the first day of the week [Roman/our time, for John lived under 

both Jewish and Roman timings], when the doors were shut where the 

disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the 

midst, and says to them, “Peace be to you”. 
20

 And when He had so said, 

He showed to them His hands and His side.  Then were the disciples glad, 

when they saw the LORD. 
   
21

 Then said Jesus to them again, “Peace be to you: as My Father has sent 

Me, even so send I you”. 
22

 And when He had said this, He breathed on 

them [as a group], and said to them, “Receive you [in a picture] the Holy 

Ghost: 
23

 whose soever sins you remit [as a church], they are remitted to 

them; and whose soever sins you retain, they are retained’ [in the books of 

heaven]. 

 
[Christ gives no liberty here for any man to pass judgment upon others. 

In the sermon on the mount He forbade this, for it is the prerogative of God.] 

 
24

 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus [twin], was not with 

them when Jesus came. 
25

 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We 

have seen the LORD”.  But he said to them, “Except I shall see in His 

hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 

and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe”. 
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The next Friday night, the 21
st 

of the month at the end of Unleavened Bread was 

spent in showing Himself to the disciples and talking with them in the upper 

room, as He had on the resurrection day.     
 

[Then came the second ceremonial sabbath] 
26

 And after [the] eight days [on the 21
st
 of the month] again His disciples 

were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being 

shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace be to you”. 
27

 Then says He 

to Thomas, “Reach hither your finger, and behold My hands; and reach 

hither your hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but 

believing”. 
   
28

 And Thomas answered and said to Him, My LORD and my God”. 
   
29

 Jesus says to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have 

believed: blessed are they that have not seen [the physical evidence], and yet 

have believed”. 
   
30

 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, 

which are not written in this book: 
31

 but these are written, that you might 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you 

might have Life through His name.   
 

After that came the 40 days to the ascension [Acts 1:3], and on the 50
th

 day at the 

Feast of Weeks the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles and disciples alike in the 

form of two visible tongues of fire (the two wave loaves).  Acts 2:1-21.  This 

would have been in our June or July.  By this means the presence of the Spirit 

was signified in their missionary work, which is why the loaves were made with 

leaven.  They were embarking on the greatest service the Son of God could give 

them, and yet the symbol indicates that they were not perfect but that they were 

to “rest” in the LORD for their power.  In fact, some of them had major 

blemishes which needed cleansing from them in the process of sanctification. 

These did not hinder their employment, for in some cases, they even enhanced 

it, as with Peter.  John 21:14-19.    
 

But something foiled the execution of the last symbolic days.  I don’t know for 

sure what it was, but Revelation 2:4-5 tells us that the Son of God had to say,  

“. . . I have somewhat against you, because you have left your first love.  

Remember therefore from whence you are fallen, and repent, and do the first 

works; or else I will come to you quickly, and will remove your candlestick out 

of his place, except you repent”.   
 

Then John the last apostle died around 90AD!   

 

So God went onto Plan B. 
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    {GC 399.1 - 399.4}   

Arguments drawn from the Old Testament types also pointed to the 

autumn as the time when the event represented by the “cleansing of the 

sanctuary” must take place. This was made very clear as attention was 

given to the manner in which the types relating to the first advent of 

Christ had been fulfilled.  {GC 399.1} 

   
The slaying of the Passover lamb was a shadow of the death of Christ. 

Says Paul: “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.” 1 Corinthians 5:7. 

The sheaf of first fruits, which at the time of the Passover was waved 

before the Lord, was typical of the resurrection of Christ. Paul says, in 

speaking of the resurrection of the Lord and of all His people: “Christ the 

first fruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming.” 1 Corinthians 

15:23. Like the wave sheaf, which was the first ripe grain gathered before 

the harvest, Christ is the first fruits of that immortal harvest of redeemed 

ones that at the future resurrection shall be gathered into the garner of 

God.  {GC 399.2}  
  
These types were fulfilled, not only as to the event, but as to the time.  
 

On the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month, the very day and month 

on which for fifteen long centuries the Passover lamb had been slain, 

Christ, having eaten the Passover with His disciples, instituted that feast 

[which men call the LORD’s supper] which was to commemorate His own 

death as “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” That 

same night He was taken by wicked hands to be crucified and slain. And 

as the antitype of the wave sheaf our Lord was raised from the dead on 

the third day, “the first fruits of them that slept,” a sample of all the 

resurrected just, whose “vile body” shall be changed, and “fashioned like 

unto His glorious body.” Verse 20; Philippians 3:21. {GC 399.3}  

 

In like manner the types which relate to the second advent must be 

fulfilled at the time pointed out in the symbolic service.  
 

Under the Mosaic system the cleansing of the sanctuary, or the great Day 

of Atonement, occurred on the tenth day of the seventh Jewish month 

(Leviticus 16:29-34), when the high priest, having made an atonement for 

all Israel, and thus removed their sins from the sanctuary, came forth and 

blessed the people.  
 

So it was believed that Christ, our great High Priest, would appear to 

purify the earth by the destruction of sin and sinners, and to bless His 

waiting people with immortality. The tenth day of the seventh month, the 

great Day of Atonement, the time of the cleansing of the sanctuary, which 

in the year 1844 fell upon the twenty-second of October, was regarded as 
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the time of the Lord's coming. This was in harmony with the proofs 

already presented that the 2300 days would terminate in the autumn, and 

the conclusion seemed irresistible.  {GC 399.4}   
 

It was not until 1833 that the greatest time of witnessing came in the autumn 

when the spiritual Day of Trumpets announced the beginning of the spiritual 

seventh month.  On that day William Miller led out with his message of the 

soon coming of the LORD.  As a ceremonial sabbath “day” the believers were 

being urged to stop any unnecessary secular work they might be doing and 

concentrate on the gospel message, with the added information that the 

cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary was imminent.  
 

Ten days (years) later came the actual Day of Atonement on the 10
th
 day of the 

seventh month.  In our time that was the 22 October 1844. 
 

You will have noticed that the times were no longer literal but had become 

prophetic, with a day representing a year. 
 

So the “cleansing” of the Son of God’s heart sanctuary began.  But conversions 

were still occurring so BOTH aspects to the LORD’s work went ahead together, 

the daily and the yearly.  However, we are now living in the anti-typical “Day of 

the Atonement”, and as soon as He can the Son of God will finish the work and 

return to received His “bride”.   
 

This leads us to the last feast – the Feast of Tabernacles, or Ingathering, which 

is now running about 173 years overdue!  God, and His Son are being 

continually frustrated by events out of their control, and the year for a day 

principle for the ceremonies has also gone.  Revelation 10:6. 
 

The first ceremonial sabbath of that seven/eight day period was the picture of 

that return, the Second Coming.  Did you notice that it started off as a seven day 

period but an extra day was added?  Leviticus 23:34 and 39.  This tells us that 

after His advent we will go with Him to live in “leafy bowers” in the peaceful 

country of heaven. After spending a complete time there (1,000 years, a seventh 

sabbath), we will enter into eternity on our own planet which is signified by the 

last of the seven sabbath days and the third advent. 

 

All this has come at a horrendous cost to both the Father and the Son, for with 

the assumption of humanity while bearing the “old man” of each redeemed 

Christian they have been separated by a gap which to them is the equivalent of 

the second death!  That death, from which there is no possibility of a 

resurrection signifies only too well what remedying sin has cost them.   

 

There is no way back for them into the relationship they had before Adam 

sinned. 
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Conclusion: 

The feasts and the sabbaths of them were all shadows of their realities, and as 

such were no longer necessary once the real Lamb of God, and His work in the 

heavenly sanctuary, became known.   
 

There is nothing wrong in studying about them or even in observing them in a 

spiritual way if you feel so inclined.  But there is no command from the LORD 

for the New Testament Christians to observe them physically.  In fact, the 

opposite is true, for any desire to do so which is motivated by the thought that it 

will give you salvation or the new life is not only wrong, but dangerously close 

to claiming that righteousness is by your own works!  
 

 

 

Who wants to add (or subtract!) from these thoughts? I won't argue as I have 

stated, but I will publish your Scriptures so that we may review all the words of 

God on the subject.  
 

Next query. To be discussed from 1
st
 November, 2017 (God willing). 

 

Matthew 13:23: 

But he that received seed into the good ground is he that hears the word, 

and understands it; which also bears fruit, and brings forth, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.    
 

Just what does Jesus mean by this variation?  

 

 

For contact: 

mailto:     nonconformist@mail.com 

 

To see the list of some my past queries, click here. 
 

To see past queries and my responses, click here.  
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