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Query #31     August 2017 

The 144,000 and the Multitude 

 

Query: 

The Revelation:  

7:4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were 

sealed a hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children 

of Israel.   
 

7:9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 

number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 

before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 

palms in their hands . . .  
 

In the Revelation these are two texts which some theologians tell us are 

describing the same group, but they have different totals!  How can they be the 

same?  
 

Response 

The theologians would like to have us believe that there will be a multitude of 

living saints to be translated when Christ returns; that the number 144,000 is 

figurative, and should not be accepted as literal.  That certainly sounds better 

than a mere 144,000 in the whole world, but is it scriptural?  In the first 

catastrophic “end of the world” in Noah’s day only eight people remained; in 

the second “end of the world” just after Calvary there were eleven disciples plus 

an unspecified number of believers, but certainly not a multitude.  And only two 

in all earth’s history have been translated (that we know of). 
 

So surely even a literal number such as 144,000 in 7 billion(plus) is too large for 

the third “end of the world”, let alone a multitude?  

 

In this question we have a very clear example of a system of “doublethink”, that 

a writer described at the time it was published (in 1949) as occurring sometime 

in the near future!  The book is described as a “dyastopian” novel (the opposite 

of Utopia), “an imaginary place where people lead dehumanized and often 

fearful lives” Merriam-Webster dictionary.  As “a society characterized by 

human misery, as squalor, oppression, disease, and overcrowding”, in another.  
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dystopia 

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/dystopian 

The quote: 

Doublethink — “To know and not to know, to be conscious of complete 

truthfulness while telling carefully constructed lies, to hold 

simultaneously two opinions which cancelled out, knowing them to be 

contradictory and believing in both of them.”  Available online at: 

http://www.online-literature.com/orwell/1984 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dehumanize
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/dystopia
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/dystopian
http://www.online-literature.com/orwell/1984
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It continually surprises me how some very talented and intelligent men and 

women can do this, especially when expounding on the Bible.  But I have heard 

of the joining of our query texts (and other similar ones) out of the mouths of 

two of our foremost theologians in the past in a TV presentation, and just 

recently, heard it again in another TV production, so I am not surprised that 

someone has queried the truth of it.  The theologians I heard were very sure of 

what they believe, and teach it as a fact to many students in our colleges, but 

they are circulating a lie nevertheless!  They say that they base it on a Jewish 

writing technique, but that should not colour the interpretation of the words for 

that is man-made reasoning.  But sometimes I think there is no one as gullible as 

a professed Christian!  God says, “Come now, let us reason together”.  Isaiah 

1:18.  Only as we read for ourselves with the guidance of the Spirit and compare 

what scripture says about scripture will we get to the truth. 

 

What can they do about it?   

The following verses show that there are varying degrees of cost and repentance 

needed when sin is confessed (i.e. the animal and the procedures required are 

different), but in most cases the forgiveness soon follows when the error is 

acknowledged. 

 

    Leviticus 4: 

3 If the priest that is anointed [a working priest] do sin according to the sin 

of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he has sinned, a young 

bullock without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering  . . . [There is no 

mention of forgiveness for such a person (at this time).  But let's move on a bit.]  

 

13 And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance [accept an 

error in teaching], and the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and 

they have done somewhat against any of the commandments of the 

LORD concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty;  

14 when the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the 

congregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before 

the tabernacle of the congregation. 15 And the elders of the congregation 

shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullock before the LORD [in 

confession]: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD . . . 20 and it 

shall be forgiven them . . . [Let's move on a bit again.]  

 

22 When a ruler [an elder or teacher] has sinned, and done somewhat 

through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD his 

God concerning things which should not be done, and is guilty; 23 or if his 

sin, wherein he has sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall bring his 

offering, a kid of the goats, a male without blemish . . . 26  . . . and it shall 

be forgiven him.  
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27 And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he 

[or she] does somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD 

concerning things which ought not to be done, and be guilty; 28 or if his 

sin, which he has sinned, come to his knowledge: then he shall bring his 

offering, a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which 

he has sinned . . . [Let's move on a bit more] 31  and it shall be forgiven him.  

32 And if he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he shall bring it a female 

without blemish . . .   

 

While God will forgive us for having false ideas (we all have them at times), 

there is less scope for forgiveness when the culprits are teachers and leaders 

because their influence is so much greater, as these distinctions show, for they 

have access to inspired texts which would set them straight.  So we should not 

accept a doctrine easily when common sense tells us that it is nonsense.   

 

Anyhow, to get back to our query: 

Can the number 144,000 really be set against a figure which “no man can 

number”?  Let’s look at the context to see. 

 

    Revelation 7: 

1 And after these things [in a new scene] I saw four angels standing on the 

four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the 

wind [of destruction] should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on 

any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the 

seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, 

to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Hurt not the 

earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our 

God in their foreheads”. 

   
[Revelation 9:13-15: 

And the sixth angel sounded [his trumpet], and I heard a voice from the four 

horns of the golden [incense/prayer] altar which is before God, saying to the 

sixth angel which had the trumpet, “Loose the four angels which are bound in 

the great river Euphrates [they are Babylonian (rebel) angels].  And the four angels 

were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a 

year, for to slay the third part of men.]   

 

4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were 

sealed a hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children 

of Israel.                 

 
[This is quite specific in quantity, 

but it is also referring to the twelve sons of Jacob (12 x 12,000), 

a physical distinction which ceased after the crucifixion.] 
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5 Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve thousand.  
   [Genesis 49:8 - Judah, you are he whom your brethren shall praise:]    
Of the tribe of Reuben  were sealed twelve thousand.  

[Genesis 49:4 - unstable as water]   
Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand.   

[Genesis 49:19 - he shall overcome at the last.] 
6 Of the tribe of Asher were sealed twelve thousand.   

[Genesis 49:20 - his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.]   
Of the tribe of Nephthalim were sealed twelve thousand.   

[Genesis 49:21 - Naphtali is a hind let loose: he gives goodly words.]   
Of the tribe of Manasseh were sealed twelve thousand.   

[There is no character description in Genesis,] 
7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand.   

Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand.   
[Genesis 49:5 - instruments of cruelty are in their habitations.]   

Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.   
[Genesis 49:14 - Issachar is a strong ass [burden bearer]]  

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand.  
[Genesis 49:13 - Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea]   

Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand.  
[Genesis 49:22 - Joseph is a fruitful bough]   

Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.   
[Genesis 49:27 - Benjamin shall ravin, [be] as [ravenous as] a wolf:]   

 
[Dan is missing, his place being taken by Manasseh, a grandson.  

Genesis  49:17 - Dan shall be a serpent by the way[side].] 
 

The obvious time for this sealing event to take place is in the last days and the 

import should be that the 144,000 are special spiritual descendants of Abraham 

who will live in those times (Galatians 3:29), as grouped by their original tribal 

character attributes.  We should always remember that conversion does not 

necessarily replace all the characteristics of the re-born, but often just realigns 

and retrains them during sanctification.   

 

It is after this scene that John was shown the “great multitude which no man 

can number” which come from every “nation”.  Now, we can number 144,000 

easily, and given enough time there is no number we cannot eventually reach, 

so what is the difference?   

 

The reality is that the 144,000 can be counted because they will eventually all 

be together at one time, while the innumerable ones are all the rest of the 

redeemed at that time and they can only be counted by God, for they are dead 

and scattered throughout history!!   

 

They actually tell us that in The Revelation:   
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     Revelation 7: 

9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 

number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 

before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 

palms in their hands; 10 and cried with a loud voice, saying, “[We owe our] 

salvation to our God which sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb” . . .  

 

13 And one of the elders [Revelation 4:4] answered, saying to me, “What are 

these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?”  

14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know [tell me]”.   

 

And he said to me, “These are they which came out of [there is no definite 

article i.e. “the”] great tribulation and have washed their robes, and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb [as all Christians have done, consider 

Revelation 12:11]. 15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve 

Him day and night in His temple [as all Christians will do, 7:15]: and He that 

sits on the throne shall dwell among them. 16 They shall hunger no more, 

neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 

shall lead them to living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes. [Revelation 21:3-4.]   

 

It should seem obvious that one group will be the prime mover to enable the 

other to come back into existence.  Consider this text! 

 

    Revelation 14: 

15 And another angel [a group of humans] came out of the temple, crying 

with a loud voice to Him that sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle, 

and reap: for the time is come for You to reap; for the harvest of the earth 

is ripe”. 16 And He that sat on the cloud [then] thrust in His sickle on the 

earth [at the angel’s request]; and the earth was reaped.   

 

It was mentioned before that the scholars have had access to inspired records in 

the past, but so have we now and can look for ourselves.  Ellen White tells us 

that she saw the two groups in her very first vision in late 1844: 

 

    {Christian Experience and Teachings 59.1-2  (Published 1922)}    

Then Jesus' silver trumpet sounded, as He descended on the cloud, 

wrapped in flames of fire. He gazed on the graves of the sleeping saints, 

then raised His eyes and hands to heaven, and cried, “Awake! awake! 

awake! ye that sleep in the dust, and arise.” [Isaiah 26:19.]  Then there was 

a mighty earthquake. The graves opened, and the dead came up clothed 

with immortality. The 144,000 shouted “Alleluia!” as they recognized 
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their friends who had been torn from them by death [so they have not been 

long dead], and in the same moment we were changed and caught up 

together with them to meet the Lord in the air . . . Here on the sea of 

glass the 144,000 stood in a perfect square . . . [Let's move on a bit]  

 

    {CET 63.2}   

Mount Zion was just before us, and on the mount was a glorious temple 

[it was not in the city] . . .  And as we were about to enter the holy temple, 

Jesus raised His lovely voice and said, “Only the 144,000 enter this place 

[it is the second apartment, the first is the city itself],” and we shouted, 

“Alleluia.”  

 

It is a literal number: 

    {EW 14.1-2}  

Soon we [SEE APPENDIX.] heard the voice of God like many waters, 

which gave us the day and hour of Jesus' coming. The living saints [as 

opposed to the dead ones], 144,000 in number, knew and understood the 

voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When 

God spoke the time, He poured upon us the Holy Ghost, and our faces 

began to light up and shine with the glory of God, as Moses' did when he 

came down from Mount Sinai.   

 

The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. 

 

    {EW 19.1}   

This temple was supported by seven pillars, all of transparent gold, set 

with pearls most glorious.  The wonderful things I there saw I cannot 

describe.  Oh, that I could talk in the language of Canaan, then could I tell 

a little of the glory of the better world.  I saw there tables of stone in 

which the names of the 144,000 were engraved in letters of gold.  After 

we beheld the glory of the temple, we went out, and Jesus left us and 

went [back] to the city.   

 

    {EW 36.2} 

I saw that the four [loyal] angels would hold the four winds [of the rebel 

angels] until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary [Revelation 7:1], and 

then will come the seven last plagues [brought by the rebel angels].  

 

These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; they thought that 

we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they could 

rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth 

to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance. 

This was the time of Jacob's trouble. Then all the saints cried out with 
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anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God. The 144,000 

triumphed. Their faces were lighted up with the glory of God. 

 

In fact, another time Sis White saw more than two groups: 

 

    {GC 665.2}   

Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous in the cause of Satan, 

but who, plucked as brands from the burning, have followed their Saviour 

with deep, intense devotion.   

 

Next are those who perfected Christian characters in the midst of 

falsehood and infidelity, those who honored the law of God when the 

Christian world declared it void [the 144,000],  

 

and the millions, of all ages, who were martyred for their faith.   

 

And beyond is the “great multitude, which no man could number, of all 

nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, .  .  .  before the throne, 

and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.” 

Revelation 7:9.   

 

Their warfare is ended, their victory won.  They have run the race and 

reached the prize.  The palm branch in their hands is a symbol of their 

triumph, the white robe an emblem of the spotless righteousness of Christ 

which now is theirs.  

 

We are also told a bit more about the 144,000. 

 

    Revelation 14: 

1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him a 

hundred forty-four thousand, having His Father's name [character] written 

in their foreheads [in their minds].  

  

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as 

the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with 

their harps: 3 and they [the 144,000] sung as it were a new song before the 

throne, and before [in front of] the four beasts and the elders [who are the rest 

of the redeemed, Revelation 5:8-10]: and no man could learn that song but the 

hundred and forty-four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth 

[for it was the record of their experiences with God].  

  

4 These are they which were not defiled with women [churches or religions]; 

for they are virgins [have independent minds].  These are they which follow 



#031  1/08/2017 2:51 p.m. 

 

8 

 

[only] the Lamb whithersoever He goes.  These were redeemed from 

among men [not the grave], being the firstfruits to God and to the Lamb [a 

special category]. 

   

5 And in their mouth was found no guile [deception]: for they are without 

fault before the throne of God.   

 

What is not immediately apparent is that this teaching also waters down 

considerably the impact of the final events on the Christians as the scripture 

portrays them.  The fact that all the 144,000 turn up again in Revelation 14:1 

has led some to imply that there will not be any casualties in the persecutions of 

the last days.  As we have seen when the 144,000 meet their friends who were 

torn from them by violent death, this is just not true.  Admittedly, the 144,000 

will all survive but many others who were with them will not last past the Close 

of Probation.  This is not the fault of God but a consequence of the bitterness of 

the conflict.  
 

Conclusion:  

To say that these two texts refer to the same group is to ignore the inspired 

words, and the voice of the Holy Spirit who is trying to tell us an important 

truth through them.  It is in fact, listening to men!! 

 

 

 

 

Who wants to add (or subtract!) from these thoughts? I won't argue as I have 

stated, but I will publish your Scriptures so that we may review all the words of 

God on the subject.  

 

Next query. To be discussed from 1st September 2017. 

 

Query: 

There seems to be a great fuss in the church regarding the trinity (the Catholic 

view versus the early Adventist pioneers opinion mostly).  Just what is the truth 

of the matter? 

 

For contact: 

mailto:      nonconformist@mail.com 

 

 

To see the list of some my past queries, click here. 

 

To see past queries and my responses, click here.  

file:///D:/A%20Passport%20travelling/Travelling%20on%20C%20drive/My%20webs/my_page/past_queries/burnt_offerings_aug_14.html%23.
mailto:nonconformist@mail.com
http://ancient-sda.com/ancient/some_queries/some_queries.html
http://ancient-sda.com/queries/some_queries_to_ponder.html

