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Query  #28 May 2017 

The mini resurrection 

Query: 

Revelation 1:7: 

Behold, He comes with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they 

also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 

of Him.  Even so, Amen.   
 

What does “they also which pierced Him” mean? 

 

Response: 

Because “He comes with clouds” refers to the Second Coming and “every eye 

shall see Him” harmonises with what we read recently regarding the pictures of 

lightning and the vultures at that time, so “they also which pierced Him” must 

refer to that event!  So that phrase is going to start us off on a very interesting 

subject – the mini resurrection. 
 

The record tells us what happened at Calvary: 

    John 19: 

32 Then came the soldiers, and broke the legs of the first, and of the other 

which was crucified with Him [to hasten their deaths]. 
   
33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they 

broke not His legs: 34 but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, 

and forthwith came there out blood and water.  
  
35 And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knows that 

he says true, that you might believe. 36 For these things were done, that 

the scripture should be fulfilled, “A bone of Him shall not be broken”.  

Psalm 34:20; Exodus 12:46.  
 

37 And again another scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they 

pierced” [referring to a future event] .  Psalm 22:16-17; Zechariah 12:10. 
 

Why did they “pierce Him”? 

 

https://www.compellingtruth.org/blood-water-Jesus.html 

Crucifixion typically resulted in death through one of two ways. The first 

way was hypovolemic shock. The prolonged rapid heartbeat resulting 

from hypovolemic shock can cause fluid to gather in the area around the 

heart. This is called pericardial effusion. 

 

The second way death often occurred during crucifixion was due to 

asphyxiation. This simply means the person is unable to breathe in 

enough oxygen to survive. Crucifixion victims typically had to pull their 

https://www.compellingtruth.org/blood-water-Jesus.html
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weight up with their hands or wrists that were nailed to the crossbeam 

along with pushing up with the feet or ankles that had another nail 

through them. Over time, the ability to push up to breathe would end and 

oxygen flow would be restricted. This asphyxiation can also result in the 

build up of fluid around the heart. 

 

In either case, the account of John is quite accurate. The Roman 

executioners saw that the other two crucifixion victims were still alive 

and broke their legs so they would no longer be able to push themselves 

up to breathe, resulting in death within minutes. In the case of Jesus, they 

saw He had become unconscious and likely was already dead. To 

confirm, a spear was shoved into His side, likely under His ribs, that 

ruptured the pericardial sack, resulting in a flow of both blood and water. 
     
Those who crucified Him at Calvary have long since died and been buried, and 

to be able to “look on Him whom they pierced” at the Second Coming they will 

need to be in a special resurrection before that event.   
 

So we have this prophecy:  

    Daniel 12: 

1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which stands 

for the children of your people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such 

as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that 

time your people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written 

in the Book [of Life]. 
   
2 And many [but not all] of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt [two groups].   
 

When Michael [He who is like God] shall “stand up” that means that the 

investigative part of the judgment is over and the seven last plagues will have 

commenced.  They are called a “time of trouble such as never was”, at the end 

of which Christ will appear “in the clouds”.   So the mini resurrection of the 

executioners must take place at the end of the plagues.  (They will, of course, 

die again with the generation of rebels who have survived through to the Second 

Coming, killed by the brightness of His presence.)  There will be not only the 

handful of Roman soldiers, but also all those who were directly concerned with 

His death, such as the Pharisaic council which decreed it. 
 

    Matthew 26: 

62 And the high priest arose, and said to Him, “Answer You nothing?  

What is it which these witness against you?” 63 But Jesus held His peace.   
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And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I adjure You by the living 

God, that You tell us whether You be the Christ, the Son of God [a request 

He could not deny]”. 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said: nevertheless I say 

to you, Hereafter shall you see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of 

power, and coming in the clouds of heaven”.  
  
65 Then the high priest rent his clothes [an unlawful thing for him to do, 

Leviticus 21:10], saying, “He has spoken blasphemy; what further need 

have we of witnesses?  Behold, now you have heard His blasphemy.  

66 What think you?” 

 

They answered and said, “He is guilty of death”. 67 Then did they spit in 

His face, and buffeted Him; and others smote Him with the palms of their 

hands, 68 saying, “Prophesy [reveal] to us, You Christ, Who is he that 

smote You?”   
  
But Daniel was told that there would be two groups in this mini resurrection – 

good and bad. So we must look for both of them. 
 

At the end of the prophecy regarding the three angels’ messages of the last days, 

we find written: 
 

    Revelation 14: 

12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 13 And I heard a voice 

from heaven saying to me, “Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 

LORD from henceforth: Yea, says the Spirit, that they may rest from 

their labours; and their works do follow them”. 
   
14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like 

to the Son of man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a 

sharp sickle.  
 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to 

Him that sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle, and reap: for the time is 

come for You to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe”. 16 And He that 

sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth; and the earth was 

reaped.   
 

The last part of this text describes the Second Coming and the resurrection of 

the righteous dead. 
 

The text also tells us in verse 12 that the saints of that time are especially 

blessed because they keep the commandments, but then qualifies that in verse 

13 by saying they are also going to die!  We know that there will be martyrs 
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during the loud cry which immediately precedes the close of probation, so this 

must apply to them.   
 

We have that information in a prophecy too: 
 

    Revelation 6: 

9 And when He had opened the fifth seal [c.1517], I saw under the altar the 

souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony 

which they held: 10 and they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, 

O LORD, holy and true, do You not judge and avenge our blood on them 

that dwell on the earth?” 

   
11 And white robes were given to every one of them; and it was said to 

them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants 

also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be 

fulfilled.   
 

Of course, John did not see or hear dead people talking to God, for the “dead 

know not any thing”!  Ecclesiastes 9:5.  But this is a prophecy and a certain 

latitude must be given so that something can be explained.  The events which 

were to occur during the time of the fifth section of the Book of History 

included the fantastic number of martyrs who would die for their faith during 

the Protestant uprising and who would do so looking forward to the Judgment 

and the Second Coming.  They obviously did not believe that they were to be 

judged at their deaths, but it is the reply given to them which should interest us.   
 

When they did receive their vindication in the judgment (the permanent white 

robes allocated from 1844 onwards) they were “told” to “rest” in the grave for a 

while “until” more people were to be killed under the events of the sixth seal.   
 

I say the sixth seal because in verse 11 we have passed into the judgment time 

which is in the time of that seal – the period in which we live today – for the 

seventh and final portion of the Book is opened by the close of probation and 

the Second Coming. “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great 

voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world are become the 

kingdoms of our LORD, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and 

ever”.  Revelation 11:15.  But the end result of the loud cry and Jacob’s Trouble 

is the production of the 144,000 who will not die!   
 

    Revelation 14: 

3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the 

four beasts [living creatures picturing the redeemed], and the elders: and no 

man could learn that song but the hundred and forty-four thousand, which 

were redeemed from the earth [for it is the song of their experiences with God].   
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4 These are they which were not defiled [controlled by] with women [other 

churches or religions]; for they are virgins [dedicated to God alone from 

conversion].  These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He 

goes.  These were redeemed from among [living] men [not the grave], being 

the firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no 

guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.   
 

So we have the result that all those who have been, and will be, associated with 

the preaching of the three angels’ messages from 1846 onwards, which led 

those who believed them back to observing the seventh-day Sabbath and who 

will be striving after a faith like that of Jesus, receiving a certain blessing, even 

though they did not complete the mission personally.  One of their main 

doctrines will have been the Second Advent scenario and the blessing is to 

actually be resurrected to see the Second Advent from start to finish! 

 

They are the group who form the other half of the mini resurrection! 

 

Here is a description of what they will see: 
 

    {GC 636.3 - 637.1}  

That voice shakes the heavens and the earth.  

 [As a result] There is a mighty earthquake, “such as was not since men 

were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.” [Revelation 

16:] Verses 17, 18.  
 

The firmament [the sky] appears to open and shut. The glory from the 

throne of God seems flashing through. The mountains shake like a reed in 

the wind, and ragged rocks are scattered on every side. There is a roar as 

of a coming tempest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heard the shriek 

of a hurricane like the voice of demons upon a mission of destruction. 

The whole earth heaves and swells like the waves of the sea. Its surface is 

breaking up. Its very foundations seem to be giving way.  
 

Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited islands disappear. The seaports 

that have become like Sodom for wickedness are swallowed up by the 

angry waters. Babylon the great has come in remembrance before God, 

“to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.” 

Great hailstones, every one “about the weight of a talent [c. 56 pounds or 

22kg],” are doing their work of destruction. [See Revelation 16:]  Verses 19, 

21. The proudest cities of the earth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon 

which the world's great men have lavished their wealth in order to glorify 

themselves, are crumbling to ruin before their eyes.  
 

Prison walls are rent asunder, and God's people, who have been held in 

bondage for their faith, are set free [they are alive].  {GC 636.3}  
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Graves are opened, and “many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 

. . . awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt.”  Daniel 12:2.  
 

All who have died in the faith of the third angel's message [the last of the 

three – being Sabbath-keepers] come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear 

God's covenant of peace with those who have kept His law.  
 

“They also which pierced Him” (Revelation 1:7), those that mocked and 

derided Christ's dying agonies, and the most violent opposers of His truth 

and His people [through the centuries], are raised to behold Him in His glory 

and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.  {GC 637.1}   
    
It is as we put all these texts together that we come to the truth.  That which 

could be obscure by itself is made plain and simple by the combination.  
 

The very first resurrection recorded in the Bible was that of Moses about four 

days after he had died.  Deuteronomy 34:5-6.  Then came the three others in the 

Old Testament times: the widow’s son through Elijah, 1 Kings 17:17-24; the 

Shunammite’s son through Elisha, 2 Kings 4:32-37; the unnamed man through 

Elisha’s bones, 2 Kings 13:20-21.  
 

Then Jesus resurrected the twelve year old girl, Mark 5:39-43; the widow’s son 

on his way to burial, Luke 7:12-15; and His friend Lazarus who had been buried 

for four days.  John 11:38-44.  And, of course, He resurrected Himself, plus 

10,000 others as a group from around the world.  Romans 1:4 and Matthew 

27:51-53.  There were also two (possibly three) later in the New Testament 

times.  Dorcas, in Acts 9:36-42; Eutychus, Acts 20:9-10; and maybe even Paul.  

Acts 14:19-20.   
 

All these died again in the normal course of events, except those resurrected 

with Him.  They have been in heaven ever since and we know them as the 

“elders” of Revelation 4:4 and the “four beasts” (their picture form), who give 

thanks to God and tell us that they are redeemed from the earth in Revelation 

4:9 and 5:8-10. 
   
    Revelation 5: 

8 And when He [the Son of God] had taken the book, the four beasts and 

twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them 

harps, and golden vials full of odours [incense], which are the prayers of 

saints. 9 And they sung a new song [of their experiences], saying, “You are 

worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for You were slain 

[past tense], and have redeemed us [present tense] to God by Your blood out 

of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 and have made us 
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to our God kings and priests: and we shall reign [future tense] on the 

earth”.   
 

These have all been solo events, with the exception of the group at His first 

advent, so it should not be surprising that there will be another mini resurrection 

at His second advent before the main one.     
 

Conclusion: 

There have been many solo resurrections in the history of the Bible, plus a mini 

one at Christ’s own resurrection at the first advent.  He has also promised that 

there will be another mini one at His second advent. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Who wants to add (or subtract!) from these thoughts? I won't argue as I have 

stated, but I will publish your Scriptures so that we may review all the words of 

God on the subject.   
 

Next query.  To be discussed from June 1st 2017. 
 

A question I saw recently in an email set my mind to work: 
 

“Dear Friends of “Dial Daily Bread,” 

It sounds like a stupid question to ask, but here it is:  

is it difficult to tell the difference between Christ and Satan?”      
 

I’ll put their answer in a note at the end of the article and you will see how they 

influenced me. 
 

For contact: 

mailto:nonconformist@mail.com 

 

 

To see the list of some my past queries and work them out for yourself with 

God, click here. 
 

To see queries and my responses, click here.  
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