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The eighth head of the beast 

 

The query: 

Why do we NOT often talk about the eighth king/head of the beast which 

is mentioned in the last book of the Bible?   

 

Revelation 17: 
9
 And here is the mind which has wisdom.   

The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sits.    
10

 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is 

not yet come; and when he comes, he must continue a short space. 

    
11

 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the 

seven, and goes into perdition.    

   
 

 

My response: 

Let’s look at the chapter which contains the most direct reference to that eighth 

head. 

 

Revelation 17: 

1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and 

talked with me, saying to me, “Come hither; I will show to you the 

judgment of the great whore [the false church] that sits upon many waters 

[many peoples]:  

 

2 with whom the kings of the earth [the governments] have committed 

fornication [making church/state combinations] and the inhabitants of the earth 

have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication [her false doctrines].  

   

3 So he carried me away in the Spirit [in a vision] into the wilderness: and I 

saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured [a very sinful] beast, full of names 

of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns [and no crowns].    

   

Before we go any further we need to think about where John has been taken in 

this vision.  He is in the wilderness, a lonely place, and the “beast” has no 

crowns, on its heads or its horns.  Therefore he was being shown Satan and his 

minions in a helpless condition (similar to that of Revelation 20 when he is left 

with his angels on the earth, but it’s NOT that time)!   And that’s why the angel 

said that he would show John the “judgment [the final end] of the whore”.   
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We should not be in any doubt that the beast represents mankind in the form of 

the governments of the world that Satan has used to organize humanity in its 

physical form, while the woman is a picture of the Roman Catholic system 

which he employs to direct its spirituality.  The nations have been;  

Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Pagan Rome and Papal Rome, 

for “five are fallen”, verse 10. 

 

So this prophecy refers to a time after Papal Rome when Satan is hamstrung, 

both politically and religiously powerless, and yet in a world full of people!   

It is literally the time of the sixth head, and another “power”, something Satan 

has little personal rule over, has assumed control, although it still has all the 

characteristics of the beast, for it is one of its “heads”! 

 

The Papacy lost its world-wide political influence in 1798 and although it has 

been increasing mightily in the last few decades, it still has not fully recovered 

from the “deadly wound” it received in 1517 with the rise of Protestantism and 

the loss of its total religious influence.   

 

So who or what does control the world today?   

 

It is the love of money, a thing which is “the ROOT of all evil”! 1Timothy 6:10. 

(It is no coincidence that it is called “The Almighty Dollar”!) 

 

This is something that is outside the ability of Satan to have power over, so he 

has had to wait until he can get men’s minds back on religion and politics 

before he can be successful again.  So John was being shown the time from 

1798 to today (give or take a few years), a period which is now finishing as the 

Papacy and its Popes are gaining popularity and acceptance again (similar to a 

pop-idol). 

 

In the meantime, we are told;   

 

Revelation 17: 

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked 

with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand 

full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:  

  

5 and upon her forehead was a name written,  

 

MYSTERY [secrecy], 

BABYLON THE GREAT, 

 

THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS  
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AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

 

6 And I [John] saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and 

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered 

with great admiration [great surprise].  

   

7 And the angel said to me, “Wherefore did you marvel [Why are you 

surprised]?  I will tell you the mystery of the [survival of the] woman, and of 

the beast that carries her, which has the seven heads and ten horns”.  

 

John was flabbergasted because (like all the early Christians) he really thought 

that God would have dealt with this anti-Christian system fairly quickly, and 

that it would be no more.  To be told in this vision that it would one day in the 

future languish, but survive, in isolation was amazing.  Why has it survived?   

 

Because it is a picture of ordinary humanity dressed in religious garb – and 

there is plenty of that around!!  Every man and woman who has not had their 

nature changed by God is partly religious and partly beastly in their character, 

and Satan preys on that.  But right now all their attention is concentrated on 

obtaining material things – they are the “wolves” among whom the “lambs” 

wander.  Luke 10:3.  They are not interested in becoming truly religious, but as 

“natural” disasters and plagues expand, they will change their minds because 

they will be told that God is punishing them for that lack. 

 

Lateral thought: 

Very few Bible students appear to have realised that God has shown us that 

there were to be three major attacks by Satan on God’s people through this 

beast, and that he would appear to win hands down in two of them!  According 

to the prophecies, not until ALL the seven heads and the ten horns have done 

their thing can the end come.  This is not what God wants, of course, but due to 

the sleepiness of His Laodicean church, He has to wait until they are galvanised 

by the call, “Behold the Bridegroom comes”, and the message on the Laodicean 

condition of the last church.  Matthew 25:6 and Revelation 3:17.   

 

Yes, the Son of God is waiting too!!  The free will of humanity is the reason for 

the chaotic condition of the world!  If the majority of the human race chose to 

follow either God or Satan completely, then much of the randomness of life 

would disappear, and that is the main purpose of the loud cry, to put people in a 

position where they must exercise a choice.    

 

But let’s get back to our query: 
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We have just been told that the whore has many “daughters” who follow in her 

profession.  Who are they?   

 

{GC 382.3 - 383.2}      

Babylon is said to be “the mother of harlots.” By her daughters must be 

symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and traditions, and follow 

her example of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to 

form an unlawful alliance with the world.  

 

The message of Revelation 14 announcing the fall of Babylon, must 

apply to religious bodies that were once pure and have become corrupt. 

 
[Every prostitute (even a harlot’s daughter) is born as a virgin, but soon gives 

it up and receives clients!  This statement by EGW does not mean that they 

were once God’s true children, but that they were God’s “innocent” children 

in the general sense that all humanity is until they choose to become total 

“beasts”.] 

 

Since this message follows the warning of the Judgment, it must be given 

in the last days, therefore it cannot refer to the Romish Church, for that 

church has been in a fallen condition for many centuries [in the eyes of the 

Protestants].  

 

Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the Revelation, in a message 

which is yet future, the people of God are called upon to come out of 

Babylon.  According to this scripture, many of God's people must still be 

in Babylon.  And in what religious bodies are the greater part of the 

followers of Christ now to be found?  

 

Without doubt, in the various churches professing the Protestant faith.  

 

At the time of their rise, these churches [or rather, their founders] took a 

noble stand for God and the truth, and his blessing was with them [as far as 

they went].  Even the unbelieving world was constrained to acknowledge 

the beneficent results that followed an acceptance of the principles of the 

gospel.  In the words of the prophet to Israel, “Thy renown went forth 

among the heathen for thy beauty; for it was perfect through my 

comeliness [His righteousness], which I had put upon thee, saith the Lord 

God.” [Ezekiel 16:14.]   

 

But they [the systems they set up] fell [in the true believers minds] by the same 

desire which was the curse and ruin of Israel,—the desire of imitating the 

practices and courting the friendship of the ungodly.  “Thou didst trust in 
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thine own beauty [their righteousness], and playedst the harlot because of 

thy renown.”  [Ezekiel 16:15.] 

 

 Many of the Protestant churches are following Rome's example of 

iniquitous connection with “the kings of the earth;”  

the State churches, by their relation to secular governments, 

and other denominations by seeking the favor of the world. 

 

And the term Babylon—confusion—may be appropriately applied to 

these bodies, all professing to derive their doctrines from the Bible, yet 

divided into almost innumerable sects, with widely conflicting creeds and 

theories.   

 

Besides a sinful union with the world, the churches that separated from 

Rome present other of her characteristics.   

 

Although described as “pure” or “virgin” we must not forget that these systems 

are, and always have been, daughters of the great whore.  The systems were 

never the creation of God, although some individuals among them were (and 

are) by redemption – which is why we are to call them out of her.   

 

But let’s read on in our query; 

 

Revelation 17: 

8 “The beast that you saw was [in control of the world once], and is not [right 

now]; and [but] shall ascend out of the bottomless pit [the wilderness of 

obscurity], and [after a time] go into perdition [the Lake of Fire]:  

 

“And they that dwell on the earth shall wonder [admire], whose names 

were not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, 

when they behold the beast that was [powerful], and is not [now], and yet is 

[still with us]”.    

 

Those whose names ARE in the Book know what this is all about. 

 

Revelation 17: 

9 And here is the mind which has wisdom [one which listening to the Spirit].   

 

The seven heads [of the beast] are [also, but not primarily, described as] seven 

mountains, on which the woman sits. [Rome is sometimes called, “The City of 

the Seven Hills”.]  
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[They really represent seven Satanic kingdom characteristics by which Satan 

has (and will) rule the world.  However, during the period of Revelation 17 the 

Roman Catholic Church is not running the civilised world, because John had 

to be taken into the wilderness to see her riding the beast. Verse 3.]   

  

10 And there are seven kings [aka heads, which are the great powers in Satan’s 

kingdom]: five are fallen [their power is in the past], and one is [the sixth, which is 

in control of the world right now as you read this],  

 

and the other [the seventh] is not yet come [his time is in the future]; and when 

he comes, he must continue a short space  

 

11 and [this means only a little time, because] the beast that was, and is not, 

even he is [to take over power as] the eighth [head], and is of [the same 

character as] the seven, and goes [is the one who leads it] into perdition [the 

Lake of Fire]”.  

 

We know that the last great battle of the war will launched by the professed 

Protestant churches of the United States of America in the form of Federal 

Sunday laws [plural], and this will bring about a re-uniting with Catholicism, but 

what about the rest of the religions of the world, including the Muslims?   

 

Once they have accomplished a few of the first Federal Sunday laws, the 

Protestant churches of the United States will be joined by Spiritualism which, 

with its underlying theme of immortality, will help to bring the others into the 

fold. The great famines and disasters which will be occurring at that time will 

also contribute towards the swing to Sunday-type religion.  (“Sunday-type” is 

religious force being used in one direction.) 

 

{GC 588.1}] 

Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday 

sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his deceptions. While the 

former lays the foundation of spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of 

sympathy with Rome.   

 

{GC 556.2} 

The work of dealing with familiar spirits was pronounced an abomination 

to the Lord, and was solemnly forbidden under penalty of death.  

Leviticus 19:31; 20:27.  The very name of witchcraft is now held in 

contempt.  The claim that men can hold intercourse with evil spirits is 

regarded as a fable of the Dark Ages. 

 
 [Have you noticed how that has changed since this was written?]   
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But spiritualism, which numbers its converts by hundreds of thousands, 

yea, by millions, which has made its way into scientific circles, which 

has invaded churches, and has found favor in legislative bodies, and 

even in the courts of kings-- this mammoth deception is but a revival, in a 

new disguise, of the witchcraft condemned and prohibited of old.    

 

{GC 588.1-2}   

The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their 

hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; [then] they will 

reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the 

influence of this threefold union [the three frogs, Revelation 16:13], this 

country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of 

conscience, [having formed an “image” (a copy) of it].    

 

As spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Christianity of the day, 

it has greater power to deceive and ensnare.  Satan himself is converted, 

after the modern order of things.  He will appear in the character of an 

angel of light.  Through the agency of spiritualism, miracles will be 

wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable wonders will be 

performed.   

 

And as the spirits will profess faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for 

the institutions of the church, their work will be accepted as a 

manifestation of divine power.    

 

The two will be reinforced by the third – the Papacy in all the world. 

 

THEN 

 

{GC 624.2 - 625.2}      

As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will 

personate Christ [personate = a likeness, but not a close likeness].  The church 

has long professed to look to the Saviour's advent as the consummation of 

her hopes.  Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has 

come.   

 

In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men 

as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of 

the Son of God given by John in the Revelation.  Revelation 1:13-15.  

The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes 

have yet beheld.  The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: “Christ has 

come! Christ has come!” The people prostrate themselves in adoration 

before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing upon 
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them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth.  His 

voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody.  In gentle, compassionate 

tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly truths which the 

Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his 

assumed character of Christ, he claims to have changed the Sabbath to 

Sunday, and commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed.   

 

He declares that those who persist in keeping holy the seventh day are 

blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them with 

light and truth.  This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion.  Like 

the Samaritans who were deceived by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from 

the least to the greatest, give heed to these sorceries, saying: This is “the 

great power of God.” Acts 8:10.    

 

But the people of God will not be misled.  The teachings of this false 

christ are not in accordance with the Scriptures.  His blessing is 

pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and his image, the very 

class upon whom the Bible declares that God's unmingled wrath shall be 

poured out.    

 

And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of 

Christ's advent.  The Saviour has warned His people against deception 

upon this point, and has clearly foretold the manner of His second 

coming.  “There shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall 

show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 

shall deceive the very elect  . . . Wherefore if they shall say unto you, 

“Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth; behold, He is in the secret 

chambers; believe it not.  For as the lightning cometh out of the east, 

 and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of 

man be.” Matthew 24:24-27, 31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.   

 

This coming there is no possibility of counterfeiting.  It will be 

universally known--witnessed by the whole world.     

 

We have been told that at some point the 8
th
 head will appear and this will be it.   

What does this change mean? 

 

Some group, or some one, from inside the 7
th

 head, Protestantism, is to start the 

last battle of the controversy, but it will soon be taken over by a power outside 

of the symbolic seven heads, and that can be no other than Satan himself !  In 

the last struggle he will not entrust his future to the whims of men, not even 

when he has a great deal of control over them.  

It is he personally who is the eighth head!!  
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It is important for us to realise that he cannot force anyone to do anything 

against their will (although he pretends he can), for all the rejecters of God’s 

mercy are controlled by their own twisted natures just as much as he is, 

“because the carnal [rebellious] mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject 

to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they that are in the flesh [with 

that kind of a mind] cannot please [or follow] God”.  Romans 8:7-8.   

 

But they are slaves to their own desires and often do things that they regret 

afterwards. 

    

So what is Satan going to do? 

 

Revelation 17: 

12 “And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings [smaller powers], which 

have received no kingdom as yet [that’s why there are no crowns]; but receive 

power as kings one hour with the beast [at the very end of time].  

 

He will eventually be able to swing men’s minds back to religion and use their 

hatred and fear of non-conformity in an effort to gain control of the whole 

world.  So it is very important for us to know what these horns represent. 

 

{7BC 983.3} 

In the seventeenth of Revelation is foretold the destruction of all the 

churches who corrupt themselves by idolatrous devotion to the service of 

the papacy, those who have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication. [Revelation 17:1-4 quoted.]   

 

We are not told the names of all of them, but we do have this information. 

 

{7BC 983.5}   

What is it that gives its kingdom to this power?   

Protestantism, a power which, while professing to have the temper and 

spirit of a lamb and to be allied to Heaven, speaks with the voice of a 

dragon.  It is moved by a power from beneath (Letter 232, 1899).   

 

So now we know that the ten horns represent the ten major religions of the 

world, one of which is Protestantism, which will unite with the heads of the 

beast (and the woman) under the personal direction of Satan himself! 

 

Revelation 17: 

13 “These [10 religious horns] have one mind [one desire], and shall give their 

power and strength to the beast [there will be a mighty world-wide combination 

of religions and states].  
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14 “These shall make war with the Lamb [they will be the leaders of the 

opposition in the last days], and the Lamb shall [eventually] overcome them: 

for He is LORD of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with Him 

are called, and chosen, and faithful”. 

    

15 And he [the angel guide] says to me, “The waters which you saw, where 

the whore sits [it was on the beast in verse 3], are peoples, and multitudes, and 

nations, and tongues. 16 And the ten horns which you saw upon the beast, 

these shall hate the whore [eventually], and shall make her desolate and 

naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire [when they awake to her 

deceptions]. 17 For God has put in their hearts to fulfil His will, and to 

agree, and give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God shall 

be fulfilled. 

    

18 “And the woman which you saw is that great city, which reigns over 

the kings of the earth”.    

 

{7BC 983.6-7}  

“These have one mind.” There will be a universal [world-wide] bond of 

union, one great harmony, a confederacy of Satan's forces.  “And shall 

give their power and strength unto the beast.”  Thus is manifested the 

same arbitrary, oppressive power against religious liberty, freedom to 

worship God according to the dictates of conscience, as was manifested 

by the papacy, when in the past it persecuted those who dared to refuse to 

conform with the religious rites and ceremonies of Romanism [but this will 

be much greater and more brutal than the Papacy ever was].     

 

In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in 

opposition to God's people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized 

from allegiance to the law of Jehovah [this includes heathen religions, for every 

heathen man has apostatised since Adam].   In this warfare the Sabbath of the 

fourth commandment will be the great point at issue [not Sunday]; for in 

the Sabbath commandment the great Lawgiver identifies Himself as the 

Creator of the heavens and the earth (MS 24, 1891).     

 

And all this will be led by the devil himself!! 

 

{7BC 984.4-5}   

As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last 

conflict, “the time of Jacob's trouble,” they will grow up into Christ, and 

will partake largely of His Spirit.  As the third message swells to a loud 

cry, and as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful 

people of God will partake of that glory.  It is the latter rain which revives 
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and strengthens them to pass through the time of trouble.  Their faces will 

shine with the glory of that light which attends the third angel. 

 (RH May 27, 1862).    

 

We must not wait for the latter rain.  It is [already] coming upon all who 

will recognize and appropriate the dew and showers of grace that fall 

upon us.  When we gather up the fragments of light, when we appreciate 

the sure mercies of God, who loves to have us trust Him, then every 

promise will be fulfilled.  [Isaiah 61:11 quoted.] The whole earth is to be 

filled with the glory of God.                        (Letter 151, 1897).    

 

Conclusion: 

The seven heads and ten horns on the beast [i.e. rebellious humanity] throughout 

history have been representative of Satan’s control of humanity through 

political and religious organisations, but in the very last days he will want to 

have direct control over the rebels and therefore he will manifest himself as the 

eighth head, the totality of rebellion, for in an octave the eighth note is a 

repetition of the first in a higher scale.  

 

oooOooo 

Note: 

***************(Begin Quote) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octave 

The octave relationship is a natural phenomenon that has been referred to as the 

"basic miracle of music", the use of which is "common in most musical 

systems".
[2]

 . . . 

 

The most important musical scales are typically written using eight notes, and 

the interval between the first and last notes is an octave. For example, the C 

Major scale is typically written C D E F G A B C, the initial and final C's being 

an octave apart. Two notes separated by an octave have the same letter name 

and are of the same pitch class. 

 

Three commonly cited examples of melodies featuring the perfect octave as 

their opening interval are "Singin' in the Rain", "Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow", and "Stranger on the Shore".
[citation needed] 

***************(End Quote) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octave
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octave#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scale_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pitch_class
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singin%27_in_the_Rain_(song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somewhere_Over_the_Rainbow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somewhere_Over_the_Rainbow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stranger_on_the_Shore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed

