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In this new edition the page numbers of the original printing 

are shown thus (405) and often moved to the beginning of a 

sentence; the additions in the square brackets and smaller font, 
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old English words in the Bible texts have been modernised. 

   

Some of the longer paragraphs have been shortened, and some 

lines have been separated for emphasis.  
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The ten virgins parable 
 

 

***************(Begin Quote) 

Matthew 25: 

1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened to ten virgins, which took their 

lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

    

2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

    

3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no [extra] oil with them:  

4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.   

  

5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight 

there was a cry made, “Behold, the bridegroom comes; go you out to meet 

him”. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

    

8 And the foolish said to the wise, “Give us [some] of your oil; for our lamps are 

gone out”. 9 But the wise answered, saying, “Not so; lest there be not enough for 

us and you: but go you rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves”.  

 

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready 

went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.    

 

11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us”.  

12 But he answered and said, “Verily I say to you, I know you not”. 

    

13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 

of man comes. 

***************(End Quote) 
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COL 405-421 

 

To Meet the Bridegroom 
 

(405) Christ with His disciples is seated upon the Mount of 

Olives. The sun has set behind the mountains, and the heavens 

are curtained with the shades of evening. In full view is a 

dwelling house lighted up brilliantly as if for some festive 

scene. The light streams from the openings, and an expectant 

company wait around, indicating that a marriage procession is 

soon to appear. In many parts of the East, wedding festivities 

are held in the evening. The bridegroom goes forth to meet his 

bride and bring her to his home. By torchlight the bridal party 

proceed from her father's house to his own, where a feast is 

provided for the invited guests. In the scene upon which 

Christ looks, a company are awaiting the appearance of the 

bridal party, intending to join the procession.  

   

Lingering near the bride's house are ten young women robed 

in white. Each carries a lighted lamp and a small flagon for 

oil. (406) All are anxiously watching for the appearance of the 

bridegroom. But there is a delay. Hour after hour passes; the 

watchers become weary and fall asleep.  

 

At midnight the cry is heard, “Behold, the bridegroom comes; 

go you out to meet him”. The sleepers, suddenly awaking, 

spring to their feet. They see the procession moving on, bright 

with torches and glad with music. They hear the voice of the 

bridegroom and the voice of the bride. The ten maidens seize 

their lamps and begin to trim them, in haste to go forth. 
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But five have neglected to fill their flasks with oil. They did 

not anticipate so long a delay, and they have not prepared for 

the emergency.  

 

In distress they appeal to their wiser companions saying, 

“Give us of your oil; for our lamps are going out”. (Margin.) 

But the waiting five, with their freshly trimmed lamps, have 

emptied their flagons. They have no oil to spare, and they 

answer, “Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but 

go you rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves”.  

   

While they went to buy, the procession moved on, and left 

them behind. The five with lighted lamps joined the throng 

and entered the house with the bridal train, and the door was 

shut. When the foolish virgins reached the banqueting hall, 

they received an unexpected denial. The master of the feast 

declared, “I know you not”. They were left standing without, 

in the empty street, in the blackness of the night.  

   

As Christ sat looking upon the party that waited for the 

bridegroom, He told His disciples the story of the ten virgins, 

by their experience illustrating the experience of the church 

that shall live just before His second coming.  

   

The two classes of watchers represent the two classes who 

profess to be waiting for their LORD. They are called virgins 

because they profess a pure faith. By the lamps is represented 

the word of God. The psalmist says, “Your word is a lamp to 

my feet, and a light to may path”. Psalm 119:105. (407) 

 

The oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. Thus the Spirit is 

represented in the prophecy of Zechariah. “The angel that 

talked with me came again,” he says, “and waked me, as a 
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man that is wakened out of his sleep, and said to me, 

‘What see you?’ And I said, I have looked, and behold a 

candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his 

seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, 

which are upon the top thereof; and two olive trees by it, one 

upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left 

side thereof. So I answered and spoke to the angel that talked 

with me, saying, ‘What are these, my LORD?’ . . . Then he 

answered and spoke to me, saying, ‘This is the word of the 

LORD to Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, 

but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts’. . . (408) And I 

answered again, and said to him, ‘What be these two olive 

branches which through the two golden pipes empty the 

golden oil out of themselves?’ . . . Then said he, ‘These are 

the two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole 

earth’.” Zechariah 4:1-14.  

 

From the two olive trees the golden oil was emptied through 

the golden pipes into the bowl of the candlestick, and thence 

into the golden lamps that gave light to the sanctuary. So from 

the holy ones that stand in God's presence His Spirit is 

imparted to the human instrumentalities who are consecrated 

to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to 

communicate to God's people that heavenly grace which alone 

can make His word a lamp to the feet and a light to the path. 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the 

LORD of hosts”. Zechariah 4:6.  

   

In the parable, all the ten virgins went out to meet the 

bridegroom. All had lamps and vessels for oil. For a time 

there was seen no difference between them.  
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So with the church that lives just before Christ's second 

coming. All have a knowledge of the Scriptures. All have 

heard the message of Christ's near approach, and confidently 

expect His appearing.  

 

But as in the parable, so it is now. A time of waiting 

intervenes, faith is tried; and when the cry is heard, “Behold, 

the Bridegroom comes; go you out to meet Him,” many are 

unready. They have no oil in their vessels with their lamps.  

 

They are destitute of the Holy Spirit.  

   

Without the Spirit of God a knowledge of His word is of no 

avail. The theory of truth, unaccompanied by the Holy Spirit, 

cannot quicken the soul or sanctify the heart. One may be 

familiar with the commands and promises of the Bible; 

but unless the Spirit of God sets the truth home, the character 

will not be transformed. (411) Without the enlightenment of the 

Spirit, men will not be able to distinguish truth from error, 

and they will fall under the masterful temptations of Satan.  

   

The class represented by the foolish virgins are not hypocrites. 

 

They have a regard for the truth, they have advocated the 

truth, they are attracted to those who believe the truth; 

 

but they have not yielded themselves to the Holy Spirit's 

working.  

 

They have not fallen upon the Rock, Christ Jesus, and 

permitted their old nature to be broken up.  
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This class are represented also by the stony-ground hearers. 

They receive the word with readiness, but they fail of 

assimilating its principles. Its influence is not abiding. 

 

The Spirit works upon man's heart, according to his desire and 

consent implanting in him a new nature; but the class 

represented by the foolish virgins have been content with a 

superficial work. They do not know God. They have not 

studied His character; they have not held communion with 

Him; therefore they do not know how to trust, how to look 

and live. Their service to God degenerates into a form.  

 

“They come to you as the people comes, and they sit before 

you as My people, and they hear your words, but they will not 

do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their 

heart goes after their covetousness”.  Ezekiel 33:31.  

 

The apostle Paul points out that this will be the special 

characteristic of those who live just before Christ's second 

coming. He says, “In the last days perilous times shall come: 

for men shall be lovers of their own selves . . . lovers of 

pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of 

godliness, but denying the power thereof”.  2 Timothy 3:1-5.  

 

This is the class that in time of peril are found crying, Peace 

and safety. They lull their hearts into security, and dream not 

of danger. When startled from their lethargy, they discern 

their destitution, and entreat others to supply their lack; but in 

spiritual things no man can make up another's deficiency. (412)   

 

The grace of God has been freely offered to every soul. 

The message of the gospel has been heralded, “Let him that is 
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athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of 

life freely”.  Revelation 22:17.  

 

But character is not transferable.  

No man can believe for another.  

No man can receive the Spirit for another.  

 

No man can impart to another the character which is the fruit 

of the Spirit's working. “Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were 

in it (the land), as I live, says the LORD God, they shall 

deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their 

own souls by their righteousness”. Ezekiel 14:20.  

   

It is in a crisis that character is revealed.  

 

When the earnest voice proclaimed at midnight, “Behold, the 

bridegroom comes; go you out to meet him,” and the sleeping 

virgins were roused from their slumbers, it was seen who had 

made preparation for the event. Both parties were taken 

unawares; but one was prepared for the emergency, and the 

other was found without preparation.  

 

So now, a sudden and unlooked-for calamity, something that 

brings the soul face to face with death, will show whether 

there is any real faith in the promises of God. It will show 

whether the soul is sustained by grace. The great final test 

comes at the close of human probation, when it will be too 

late for the soul's need to be supplied.  

   

The ten virgins are watching in the evening of this earth's 

history. All claim to be Christians. All have a call, a name, 

a lamp, and all profess to be doing God's service. 

All apparently wait for Christ's appearing. But five are 
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unready. Five will be found surprised, dismayed, outside the 

banquet hall.  

   

At the final day, many will claim admission to Christ's 

kingdom, saying, “We have eaten and drunk in Your 

presence, and You have taught in our streets”. (413)  “LORD, 

LORD, have we not prophesied in Your name? and in Your 

name have cast out devils? and in Your name done many 

wonderful works?” But the answer is, “I tell you, I know you 

not whence you are; depart from Me”. Luke 13:26; Matthew 

7:22; Luke 13:27.  

 

In this life they have not entered into fellowship with Christ; 

therefore they know not the language of heaven, they are 

strangers to its joy.  

 

“What man knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man 

which is in him? even so the things of God knows no man, 

but the Spirit of God”. 1 Corinthians 2:11.  

 

Saddest of all words that ever fell on mortal ear are those 

words of doom, “I know you not”. The fellowship of the 

Spirit, which you have slighted, could alone make you one 

with the joyous throng at the marriage feast. In that scene you 

cannot participate. Its light would fall on blinded eyes, its 

melody upon deaf ears. Its love and joy could awake no chord 

of gladness in the world-benumbed heart. You are shut out 

from heaven by your own unfitness for its companionship. (414)   

   

We cannot be ready to meet the LORD by waking when the 

cry is heard, “Behold, the Bridegroom!” and then gathering up 

our empty lamps to have them replenished.  
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We cannot keep Christ apart from our lives here, and yet be 

fitted for His companionship in heaven.  

   

In the parable the wise virgins had oil in their vessels with 

their lamps. Their light burned with undimmed flame through 

the night of watching. It helped to swell the illumination for 

the bridegroom's honour. Shining out in the darkness, 

it helped to illuminate the way to the home of the bridegroom, 

to the marriage feast.  

   

So the followers of Christ are to shed light into the darkness 

of the world. Through the Holy Spirit, God's word is a light as 

it becomes a transforming power in the life of the receiver. 

By implanting in their hearts the principles of His word, 

the Holy Spirit develops in men the attributes of God. 

The light of His glory – His character – is to shine forth in His 

followers. Thus they are to glorify God, to lighten the path to 

the Bridegroom's home, to the city of God, to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.  

   

The coming of the bridegroom was at midnight – the darkest 

hour.  

 

So the coming of Christ will take place in the darkest period 

of this earth's history. The days of Noah and Lot pictured the 

condition of the world just before the coming of the Son of 

man. The Scriptures pointing forward to this time declare that 

Satan will work with all power and “with all deceivableness 

of unrighteousness”.  2 Thessalonians 2:9-10.  

 

His working is plainly revealed by the rapidly increasing 

darkness, the multitudinous errors, heresies, and delusions of 

these last days.  
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Not only is Satan leading the world captive, but his deceptions 

are leavening the professed churches of our LORD Jesus 

Christ. The great apostasy will develop into darkness deep as 

midnight, impenetrable as sackcloth of hair. (415) To God's 

people it will be a night of trial, a night of weeping, a night of 

persecution for the truth's sake.  

 

But out of that night of darkness God's light will shine.  

   

He causes “the light to shine out of darkness”. 2 Corinthians 

4:6. When “the earth was without form, and void, and 

darkness was upon the face of the deep,” “the Spirit of God 

moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there 

be light; and there was light”.  Genesis 1:2, 3.  

 

So in the night of spiritual darkness, God's word goes forth, 

“Let there be light”. To His people He says, “Arise, shine; for 

your light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon 

you”. Isaiah 60:1.  

 

“Behold,” says the Scripture, “the darkness shall cover the 

earth, and gross darkness the people; but the LORD shall arise 

upon you, and His glory shall be seen upon you”.  Isaiah 60:2.  

   

It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is 

enshrouding the world.  

 

Men are losing their knowledge of His character.  

 

It has been misunderstood and misinterpreted.  

 

At this time a message from God is to be proclaimed, 

a message illuminating in its influence and saving in its 
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power. His character is to be made known. Into the darkness 

of the world is to be shed the light of His glory, the light of 

His goodness, mercy, and truth.  

   

This is the work outlined by the prophet Isaiah in the words, 

“O Jerusalem, that bring good tidings, lift up your voice 

with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say to the cities of 

Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the LORD God will come 

with strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him; behold, His 

reward is with Him, and His work before Him”. Isaiah 

40:9,10.  

   

Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are to say to the 

people, “Behold your God”. The last rays of merciful light, 

the last message of mercy to be given to the world, is a 

revelation of His character of love. (416) The children of God 

are to manifest His glory. In their own life and character they 

are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them.  

   

The light of the Sun of Righteousness is to shine forth in good 

works – in words of truth and deeds of holiness.  

   

Christ, the outshining of the Father's glory, came to the world 

as its light. (417) He came to represent God to men, and of Him 

it is written that He was anointed “with the Holy Ghost and 

with power,” and “went about doing good”. Acts 10:38.  

 

In the synagogue at Nazareth He said, “The Spirit of the 

LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 

to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 

the acceptable year of the LORD”.  Luke 4:18, 19. This was 
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the work He commissioned His disciples to do. “You are the 

light of the world,” He said. “Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven”.  Matthew 5:14, 16.  

   

This is the work which the prophet Isaiah describes when he 

says, “Is it not to deal your bread to the hungry, and that you 

bring the poor that are cast out to your house? When you see 

the naked, that you cover him; and that you hide not yourself 

from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth as the 

morning, and your health shall spring forth speedily; and your 

righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD 

shall be your rereward [rearward]”.  Isaiah 58:7-8.  

   

Thus in the night of spiritual darkness God's glory is to shine 

forth through His church in lifting up the bowed down and 

comforting those that mourn.  

   

All around us are heard the wails of a world's sorrow. 

On every hand are the needy and distressed. It is ours to aid in 

relieving and softening life's hardships and misery.  

   

Practical work will have far more effect than mere 

sermonizing. We are to give food to the hungry, clothing to 

the naked, and shelter to the homeless. And we are called to 

do more than this. The wants of the soul, only the love of 

Christ can satisfy. If Christ is abiding in us, our hearts will be 

full of divine sympathy. The sealed fountains of earnest, 

Christlike love will be unsealed. (418) 

   

God calls not only for our gifts for the needy, but for our 

cheerful countenance, our hopeful words, our kindly 

handclasp. When Christ healed the sick, He laid His hands 
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upon them. So should we come in close touch with those 

whom we seek to benefit.  

   

There are many from whom hope has departed. Bring back 

the sunshine to them. Many have lost their courage. Speak to 

them words of cheer. Pray for them. There are those who need 

the bread of life. Read to them from the word of God. 

Upon many is a soul sickness which no earthly balm can 

reach nor physician heal. Pray for these souls, bring them to 

Jesus. Tell them that there is a balm in Gilead and a Physician 

there.  

   

Light is a blessing, a universal blessing, pouring forth its 

treasures on a world unthankful, unholy, demoralized. So it is 

with the light of the Sun of Righteousness. The whole earth, 

wrapped as it is in the darkness of sin, and sorrow, and pain, is 

to be lighted with the knowledge of God's love. From no sect, 

rank, or class of people is the light shining from heaven's 

throne to be excluded.  

   

The message of hope and mercy is to be carried to the ends of 

the earth. Whosoever will, may reach forth and take hold of 

God's strength and make peace with Him, and he shall make 

peace. No longer are the heathen to be wrapped in midnight 

darkness. The gloom is to disappear before the bright beams 

of the Sun of Righteousness. The power of hell has been 

overcome.  

   

But no man can impart that which he himself has not received. 

In the work of God, humanity can originate nothing. No man 

can by his own effort make himself a light bearer for God. 

It was the golden oil emptied by the heavenly messengers into 

the golden tubes, to be conducted from the golden bowl into 
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the lamps of the sanctuary, that produced a continuous bright 

and shining light. (419) It is the love of God continually 

transferred to man that enables him to impart light. Into the 

hearts of all who are united to God by faith the golden oil of 

love flows freely, to shine out again in good works, in real, 

heartfelt service for God.  

   

In the great and measureless gift of the Holy Spirit are 

contained all of heaven's resources. It is not because of any 

restriction on the part of God that the riches of His grace do 

not flow earthward to men.  

 

If all were willing to receive, all would become filled with His 

Spirit.  

   

It is the privilege of every soul to be a living channel through 

which God can communicate to the world the treasures of His 

grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that 

Christ desires so much as agents who will represent to the 

world His Spirit and character. There is nothing that the world 

needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the 

Saviour's love. All heaven is waiting for channels through 

which can be poured the holy oil to be a joy and blessing to 

human hearts.  

   

Christ has made every provision that His church shall be a 

transformed body, illumined with the Light of the world, 

possessing the glory of Emmanuel. It is His purpose that 

every Christian shall be surrounded with a spiritual 

atmosphere of light and peace.  

 

He desires that we shall reveal His own joy in our lives.  
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The indwelling of the Spirit will be shown by the outflowing 

of heavenly love. The divine fullness will flow through the 

consecrated human agent, to be given forth to others.  

   

The Sun of Righteousness has “healing in His wings”. 

Malachi 4:2. So from every true disciple is to be diffused an 

influence for life, courage, helpfulness, and true healing. (420)   

   

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; 

it means taking away our sins, and filling the vacuum with the 

graces of the Holy Spirit.  

 

It means divine illumination, rejoicing in God. It means a 

heart emptied of self, and blessed with the abiding presence of 

Christ. When Christ reigns in the soul, there is purity, freedom 

from sin. The glory, the fullness, the completeness of the 

gospel plan is fulfilled in the life. The acceptance of the 

Saviour brings a glow of perfect peace, perfect love, perfect 

assurance. The beauty and fragrance of the character of Christ 

revealed in the life testifies that God has indeed sent His Son 

into the world to be its Saviour.  

   

Christ does not bid His followers strive to shine. He says, Let 

your light shine. If you have received the grace of God, the 

light is in you. Remove the obstructions, and the LORD's 

glory will be revealed. The light will shine forth to penetrate 

and dispel the darkness. You cannot help shining within the 

range of your influence.  

   

The revelation of His own glory in the form of humanity will 

bring heaven so near to men that the beauty adorning the inner 

temple will be seen in every soul in whom the Saviour dwells. 

Men will be captivated by the glory of an abiding Christ. 
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And in currents of praise and thanksgiving from the many 

souls thus won to God, glory will flow back to the great 

Giver.  

   

“Arise, shine; for your light is come, and the glory of the 

LORD is risen upon you”.  Isaiah 60:1. To those who go out 

to meet the Bridegroom is this message given. Christ is 

coming with power and great glory. He is coming with His 

own glory and with the glory of the Father. He is coming with 

all the holy angels with Him.  

 

While all the world is plunged in darkness, there will be light 

in every dwelling of the saints. They will catch the first light 

of His second appearing. (421) The unsullied light will shine 

from His splendor, and Christ the Redeemer will be admired 

by all who have served Him. While the wicked flee from His 

presence, Christ's followers will rejoice.  

 

The patriarch Job, looking down to the time of Christ's second 

advent, said, “Whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall 

behold, and not a stranger”.  Job 19:27, margin.  

 

To His faithful followers Christ has been a daily companion 

and familiar friend. They have lived in close contact, in 

constant communion with God. Upon them the glory of the 

LORD has risen. In them the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ has been reflected. 

Now they rejoice in the undimmed rays of the brightness and 

glory of the King in His majesty. They are prepared for the 

communion of heaven; for they have heaven in their hearts.  

   

With uplifted heads, with the bright beams of the Sun of 

Righteousness shining upon them, with rejoicing that their 
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redemption draws nigh, they go forth to meet the Bridegroom, 

saying, “Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He 

will save us”.  Isaiah 25:9.  

   

“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as 

the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 

thunderings, saying, Alleluia; for the LORD God omnipotent 

reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him; 

for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife has made 

herself ready. . . And he says to me, Write, Blessed are they 

which are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb”.  

 

“He is LORD of lords, and King of kings; and they that are 

with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful”. Revelation 

19:6-9; 17:14.  
 

***************  
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The Great Supper Parable 

 

***************(Begin Quote) 

Luke 14: 

15 And when one of them that sat at meat [dinner] with Him heard these things, 

he said to Him, “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God”.   

 

16 Then said He to him, “A certain man made a great supper, and bade many:  

17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, ‘Come; 

for all things are now ready’. 

    

18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse.   

 

The first said to him, “I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and 

see it: I pray you have me excused”. 

    

19 And another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: 

I pray you have me excused”. 

    

20 And another said, “I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come”. 

    

21 So that servant came, and showed his lord these things.  Then the master of 

the house being angry said to his servant, “Go out quickly into the streets and 

lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 

the blind”. 22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as you have commanded, and 

yet there is room”. 

    

23 And the lord said to the servant, “Go out into the highways and hedges, and 

compel [lovingly persuade] them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

24 For I say to you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my 

supper”. 

***************(End Quote) 
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The Wedding Garment parable 
 

 

***************(Begin Quote) 

Matthew 22: 

1 And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables, and said, 

   

2 The kingdom of heaven is like to a certain king, which made a marriage for his 

son, 3 and sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: 

and they would not come. 

    

4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, “Tell them which are bidden, 

Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all 

things are ready: come to the marriage”. 5 But they made light of it, and went 

their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise. 

   

6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew 

[killed] them.  

   

7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, 

and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 

    

8 Then said he to his servants, “The wedding is ready, but they which were 

bidden were not worthy. 9 Go you therefore into the highways, and as many as 

you shall find, bid to the marriage”. 10 So those servants went out into the 

highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: 

and the wedding was furnished with guests.    

 

11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had 

not on a wedding garment: 12 and he said to him, “Friend, how came you in 

hither not having a wedding garment?” And he was speechless [had nothing to 

say]. 13 Then said the king to the servants, “Bind him hand and foot, and take 

him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few are chosen”. 

***************(End Quote) 
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COL 307-319   

 

Without a Wedding Garment 
 

The parable of the wedding garment opens before us a lesson 

of the highest consequence. By the marriage is represented the 

union of humanity with divinity; the wedding garment 

represents the character which all must possess who shall be 

accounted fit guests for the wedding.  

   

In this parable [Matthew 22:1-14 (the King)], as in that of the great 

supper [Luke 14:16-24 (the householder)], are illustrated the gospel 

invitation, its rejection by the Jewish people, and the call of 

mercy to the Gentiles. But on the part of those who reject the 

invitation, this parable brings to view a deeper insult and a 

more dreadful punishment.  

 

The call to the feast is a king's invitation. It proceeds from one 

who is vested with power to command. It confers high 

honour. Yet the honour is unappreciated. The king's authority 

is despised. While the householder's invitation was regarded 

with indifference, the king's is met with insult and murder. 

They treated his servants with scorn, despitefully using them 

and slaying them.  

   

The householder, on seeing his invitation slighted, declared 

that none of the men who are bidden should taste of his 

supper. (308) But for those who had done despite to the king, 

more than exclusion from his presence and his table is 

decreed. “He sent forth his armies, and destroyed those 

murderers, and burned up their city”.  
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In both parables the feast is provided with guests, but the 

second shows that there is a preparation to be made by all who 

attend the feast.  

 

Those who neglect this preparation are cast out. “The king 

came in to see the guests,” and “saw there a man which had 

not on a wedding garment; and he says to him, Friend, how 

came you in hither not having a wedding garment? And he 

was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him 

hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 

darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth”.  

   

The call to the feast had been given by Christ's disciples.  

 

Our LORD had sent out the twelve and afterward the seventy, 

proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand, and calling 

upon men to repent and believe the gospel. But the call was 

not heeded. Those who are bidden to the feast did not come. 

 

The servants were sent out later to say, “Behold, I have 

prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and 

all things are ready: come to the marriage”. This was the 

message borne to the Jewish nation after the crucifixion of 

Christ; but the nation that claimed to be God's peculiar people 

rejected the gospel brought to them in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

Many did this in the most scornful manner. Others were so 

exasperated by the offer of salvation, the offer of pardon for 

rejecting the LORD of glory, that they turned upon the bearers 

of the message. There was “a great persecution”. Acts 8:1. 

Many both of men and women were thrust into prison, and 
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some of the LORD's messengers, as Stephen and James, were 

put to death.  

   

(309) Thus the Jewish people sealed their rejection of God's 

mercy. The result was foretold by Christ in the parable. 

The king “sent forth his armies, and destroyed those 

murderers, and burned up their city”. The judgment 

pronounced came upon the Jews in the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the scattering of the nation [by the Romans in 70AD].  

   

The third call to the feast represents the giving of the gospel to 

the Gentiles. The king said, “The wedding is ready, but they 

which were bidden were not worthy. Go you therefore into the 

highways, and as many as you shall find, bid to the marriage”.  

   

The king's servants who went out into the highways “gathered 

together all as many as they found, both bad and good”.  

 

It was a mixed company.  

 

Some of them had no more real regard for the giver of the 

feast than had the ones who rejected the call. The class first 

bidden could not afford, they thought, to sacrifice any worldly 

advantage for the sake of attending the king's banquet. And of 

those who accepted the invitation, there were some who 

thought only of benefiting themselves. They came to share the 

provisions of the feast, but had no desire to honour the king.  

   

When the king came in to view the guests, the real character 

of all was revealed.  

 

For every guest at the feast there had been provided a 

wedding garment. This garment was a gift from the king.  
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By wearing it the guests showed their respect for the giver of 

the feast. But one man was clothed in his common citizen 

dress. He had refused to make the preparation required by the 

king. The garment provided for him at great cost he disdained 

to wear. Thus he insulted his LORD. To the king's demand, 

“How came you in hither not having a wedding garment?” he 

could answer nothing. He was self-condemned. Then the king 

said, “Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast 

him into outer darkness”. (310) 

 

By the king's examination of the guests at the feast is 

represented a work of judgment.  

 

The guests at the gospel feast are those who profess to serve 

God, those whose names are written in the book of life.  

 

But not all who profess to be Christians are true disciples. 

 

Before the final reward is given, it must be decided who are 

fitted to share the inheritance of the righteous. This decision 

must be made prior to the second coming of Christ in the 

clouds of heaven; for when He comes, His reward is with 

Him, “to give every man according as his work shall be”. 

Revelation 22:12. Before His coming, then, the character of 

every man's work will have been determined, and to every one 

of Christ's followers the reward will have been apportioned 

according to his deeds.  

   

It is while men are still dwelling upon the earth that the work 

of investigative judgment takes place in the courts of heaven. 

 

The lives of all His professed followers pass in review before 

God. All are examined according to the record of the books of 
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heaven, and according to his deeds the destiny of each is 

forever fixed.  

   

By the wedding garment in the parable is represented the 

pure, spotless character which Christ's true followers will 

possess. To the church it is given “that she should be arrayed 

in fine linen, clean and white,” “not having spot, or wrinkle, 

or any such thing”. Revelation 19:8; Ephesians 5:27. The fine 

linen, says the Scripture, “is the righteousness of saints”. 

Revelation 19:8. It is the righteousness of Christ, His own 

unblemished character, that through faith is imparted to all 

who receive Him as their personal Saviour.  

 

The white robe of innocence was worn by our first parents 

when they were placed by God in holy Eden. They lived in 

perfect conformity to the will of God. All the strength of their 

affections was given to their heavenly Father. (311) A beautiful 

soft light, the light of God, enshrouded the holy pair.  

 

This robe of light was a symbol of their spiritual garments of 

heavenly innocence. Had they remained true to God it would 

ever have continued to enshroud them. But when sin entered, 

they severed their connection with God, and the light that had 

encircled them departed. Naked and ashamed, they tried to 

supply the place of the heavenly garments by sewing together 

fig leaves for a covering.  

   

This is what the transgressors of God's law have done ever 

since the day of Adam and Eve's disobedience. They have 

sewed together fig leaves to cover the nakedness caused by 

transgression. They have worn the garments of their own 

devising, by works of their own they have tried to cover their 

sins, and make themselves acceptable with God.  



30 
 

But this they can never do. Nothing can man devise to supply 

the place of his lost robe of innocence. No fig-leaf garment, 

no worldly citizen dress, can be worn by those who sit down 

with Christ and angels at the marriage supper of the Lamb.  

   

Only the covering which Christ Himself has provided can 

make us meet to appear in God's presence. This covering, the 

robe of His own righteousness, Christ will put upon every 

repenting, believing soul. “I counsel you,” He says, “to buy of 

Me . . . white raiment, that you may be clothed, and that the 

shame of your nakedness do not appear”.  Revelation 3:18.  

   

This robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has in it not one 

thread of human devising.  

 

Christ in His humanity wrought out a perfect character, and 

this character He offers to impart to us.  

 

“All our righteousness are as filthy rags”. Isaiah 64:6. 

Everything that we of ourselves can do is defiled by sin.  

 

But the Son of God “was manifested to take away our sins; 

and in Him is no sin”. Sin is defined to be “the transgression 

of the law”. 1 John 3:5, 4. (312) But Christ was obedient to 

every requirement of the law. He said of Himself, “I delight to 

do Your will, O My God; yea, Your law is within My heart”. 

Psalm 40:8. When on earth, He said to His disciples, “I have 

kept My Father's commandments”. John 15:10.  

 

By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every 

human being to obey God's commandments.  
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When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with 

His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes 

one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to 

Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with 

the garment of His righteousness. Then as the LORD looks 

upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness 

and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, 

which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.  

 

The guests at the marriage feast were inspected by the king. 

Only those were accepted who had obeyed his requirements 

and put on the wedding garment. So it is with the guests at the 

gospel feast. All must pass the scrutiny of the great King, and 

only those are received who have put on the robe of Christ's 

righteousness.  

   

Righteousness is right doing, and it is by their deeds that all 

will be judged. Our characters are revealed by what we do. 

The works show whether the faith is genuine.  

   

It is not enough for us to believe that Jesus is not an impostor, 

and that the religion of the Bible is no cunningly devised 

fable. We may believe that the name of Jesus is the only name 

under heaven whereby man may be saved, and yet we may not 

through faith make Him our personal Saviour.  

 

It is not enough to believe the theory of truth.  

 

It is not enough to make a profession of faith in Christ and 

have our names registered on the church roll. “He that keeps 

His commandments dwells in Him, and He in him. (313) And 

hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He 

has given us”. “Hereby we do know that we know Him if we 
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keep His commandments”. 1 John 3:24;  2:3. This is the 

genuine evidence of conversion. Whatever our profession, 

it amounts to nothing unless Christ is revealed in works of 

righteousness. (314) 

  

The truth is to be planted in the heart. It is to control the mind 

and regulate the affections. The whole character must be 

stamped with the divine utterances. Every jot and tittle of the 

word of God is to be brought into the daily practice.  

   

He who becomes a partaker of the divine nature will be in 

harmony with God's great standard of righteousness, His holy 

law.  

 

This is the rule by which God measures the actions of men.  

 

This will be the test of character in the judgment.  

   

There are many who claim that by the death of Christ the law 

was abrogated; but in this they contradict Christ's own words, 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets 

. . . Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no 

wise pass from the law”.  Matthew 5:17-18.  

 

It was to atone for man's transgression of the law that Christ 

laid down His life. Could the law have been changed or set 

aside, then Christ need not have died. By His life on earth He 

honored the law of God. By His death He established it. 

He gave His life as a sacrifice, not to destroy God's law, not to 

create a lower standard, but that justice might be maintained, 

that the law might be shown to be immutable, that it might 

stand fast forever.  
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Satan had claimed that it was impossible for man to obey 

God's commandments; and in our own strength it is true that 

we cannot obey them.  

 

But Christ came in the form of humanity, and by His perfect 

obedience He proved that humanity and divinity combined 

can obey every one of God's precepts.  

   

“As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become 

the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name”. 

John 1:12. This power is not in the human agent. It is the 

power of God. When a soul receives Christ, he receives power 

to live the life of Christ. (315) 

   

God requires perfection of His children.  

 

His law is a transcript of His own character, and it is the 

standard of all character. This infinite standard is presented to 

all that there may be no mistake in regard to the kind of 

people whom God will have to compose His kingdom.  

 

The life of Christ on earth was a perfect expression of God's 

law, and when those who claim to be children of God become 

Christlike in character, they will be obedient to God's 

commandments. Then the LORD can trust them to be of the 

number who shall compose the family of heaven. Clothed in 

the glorious apparel of Christ's righteousness, they have a 

place at the King's feast. They have a right to join the blood-

washed throng.  

   

The man who came to the feast without a wedding garment 

represents the condition of many in our world today.  
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They profess to be Christians, and lay claim to the blessings 

and privileges of the gospel; yet they feel no need of a 

transformation of character. They have never felt true 

repentance for sin. They do not realize their need of Christ or 

exercise faith in Him. They have not overcome their 

hereditary or cultivated tendencies to wrongdoing. Yet they 

think that they are good enough in themselves, and they rest 

upon their own merits instead of trusting in Christ. Hearers of 

the word, they come to the banquet, but they have not put on 

the robe of Christ's righteousness.  

   

Many who call themselves Christians are mere human 

moralists.  

 

They have refused the gift which alone could enable them to 

honour Christ by representing Him to the world. The work of 

the Holy Spirit is to them a strange work. They are not doers 

of the word.  

 

The heavenly principles that distinguish those who are one 

with Christ from those who are one with the world have 

become almost indistinguishable. (316)  

 

The professed followers of Christ are no longer a separate and 

peculiar people. The line of demarcation is indistinct.  

 

The people are subordinating themselves to the world, to its 

practices, its customs, its selfishness. The church has gone 

over to the world in transgression of the law, when the world 

should have come over to the church in obedience to the law. 

Daily the church is being converted to the world.  
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All these expect to be saved by Christ's death, while they 

refuse to live His self-sacrificing life. They extol the riches of 

free grace, and attempt to cover themselves with an 

appearance of righteousness, hoping to screen their defects of 

character; but their efforts will be of no avail in the day of 

God.  

   

The righteousness of Christ will not cover one cherished sin. 

A man may be a law-breaker in heart; yet if he commits no 

outward act of transgression, he may be regarded by the world 

as possessing great integrity. But God's law looks into the 

secrets of the heart. Every act is judged by the motives that 

prompt it. Only that which is in accord with the principles of 

God's law will stand in the judgment.  

   

God is love. He has shown that love in the gift of Christ. 

When “He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” 

He withheld nothing from His purchased possession. 

(John 3:16.) He gave all heaven, from which we may draw 

strength and efficiency, that we be not repulsed or overcome 

by our great adversary.  

 

But the love of God does not lead Him to excuse sin.  

He did not excuse it in Satan; He did not excuse it in Adam or 

in Cain; nor will He excuse it in any other of the children of 

men. He will not connive at our sins or overlook our defects 

of character. He expects us to overcome in His name. (317) 

   

Those who reject the gift of Christ's righteousness are 

rejecting the attributes of character which would constitute 

them the sons and daughters of God. They are rejecting that 
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which alone could give them a fitness for a place at the 

marriage feast.  

   

In the parable, when the king inquired, “How came you in 

hither not having a wedding garment?” the man was 

speechless. So it will be in the great [last] judgment day [at the third 

advent]. Men may now excuse their defects of character, but in 

that day they will offer no excuse.  

   

The professed churches of Christ in this generation are exalted 

to the highest privileges. The LORD has been revealed to us 

in ever-increasing light. Our privileges are far greater than 

were the privileges of God's ancient people. We have not only 

the great light committed to Israel, but we have the increased 

evidence of the great salvation brought to us through Christ. 

 

That which was type and symbol to the Jews is reality to us. 

They had the Old Testament history; we have that and the 

New Testament also. We have the assurance of a Saviour who 

has come, a Saviour who has been crucified, who has risen, 

and over the rent sepulcher of Joseph has proclaimed, “I am 

the resurrection and the life”.  

 

In our knowledge of Christ and His love the kingdom of God 

is placed in the midst of us. Christ is revealed to us in sermons 

and chanted to us in songs. The spiritual banquet is set before 

us in rich abundance. The wedding garment, provided at 

infinite cost, is freely offered to every soul. By the messengers 

of God are presented to us the righteousness of Christ, 

justification by faith, the exceeding great and precious 

promises of God's word, free access to the Father by Christ, 

the comfort of the Spirit, the well-grounded assurance of 

eternal life in the kingdom of God.  
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What could God do for us that He has not done in providing 

the great supper, the heavenly banquet? (318) 

   

In heaven it is said by the ministering angels: The ministry 

which we have been commissioned to perform we have done. 

We pressed back the army of evil angels. We sent brightness 

and light into the souls of men, quickening their memory of 

the love of God expressed in Jesus. We attracted their eyes to 

the cross of Christ. Their hearts were deeply moved by a sense 

of the sin that crucified the Son of God. They were convicted. 

They saw the steps to be taken in conversion; they felt the 

power of the gospel; their hearts were made tender as they 

saw the sweetness of the love of God. They beheld the beauty 

of the character of Christ.  

 

But with the many it was all in vain.  

 

They would not surrender their own habits and character. 

They would not put off the garments of earth in order to be 

clothed with the robe of heaven. Their hearts were given to 

covetousness. They loved the associations of the world more 

than they loved their God.  

   

Solemn will be the day of final decision. In prophetic vision 

the apostle John describes it: “I saw a great white throne, and 

Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 

fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw 

the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 

were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 

book of life; and the dead were judged out of those things 

which were written in the books, according to their works”. 

Revelation 20:11, 12.  
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Sad will be the retrospect in that day when men stand face to 

face with eternity. The whole life will present itself just as it 

has been. The world's pleasures, riches, and honors will not 

then seem so important. Men will then see that the 

righteousness they despised is alone of value. They will see 

that they have fashioned their characters under the deceptive 

allurements of Satan. The garments they have chosen are the 

badge of their allegiance to the first great apostate. (319)  

 

Then they will see the results of their choice. They will have a 

knowledge of what it means to transgress the commandments 

of God.  

   

There will be no future probation in which to prepare for 

eternity. It is in this life that we are to put on the robe of 

Christ's righteousness. This is our only opportunity to form 

characters for the home which Christ has made ready for those 

who obey His commandments.  

   

The days of our probation are fast closing. The end is near.  

 

To us the warning is given, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at 

any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 

drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon 

you unawares”. Luke 21:34. Beware lest it find you unready. 

Take heed lest you be found at the King's feast without a 

wedding garment.  

   

“In such an hour as you think not the Son of man comes”. 

“Blessed is he that watches, and keeps his garments, lest he 

walk naked, and they see his shame”. Matthew 24:44; 

Revelation 16:15.  

*************** 
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The vineyard parable 
 

 

***************(Begin Quote) 

Matthew 21: 

33 Hear another parable:  

There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard [Isaiah 5:1-2; 7], 

and hedged it round about [Psalm 19:7], and dug a winepress in it, and built a 

tower [the temple], and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 
[2 Kings 17:13-15.] 
  

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the 

husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 35 And the husbandmen 

took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. [Jeremiah 

7:25-28.]  
    

36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did to them 

likewise. 

    

37 But last of all he sent to them his son, saying, “They will reverence my son”. 

    

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, “This is 

the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance”. 39 And they 

caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.  

   

40 “When the LORD therefore of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

husbandmen?” 41 They say to him, “He will miserably destroy those wicked 

men, and will let out his vineyard to other husbandmen, which shall render him 

the fruits in their seasons”. [Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 10:1; Isaiah 5:3-7.] 

***************(End Quote) 

 

   

42 Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the scriptures, ‘The Stone which 

the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the 

LORD's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?’ 

   

43 “Therefore say I to you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and 

given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof”.  
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