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The belly and thighs of Daniel 2 

 

 

The query: 

Why is the kingdom of Greece positioned in the statue of Daniel 2 over 

the belly AND THIGHS (where the division of the body comes)? 

 

 

Response: 

 

Here is the dream; let us look carefully at it. 

 

Daniel 2: 

31 You, O king, saw, and behold a great image [the statue of a fighting man].   

 

This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before you; and 

the form thereof was terrible [frightening]. 32 This image's head was of fine 

gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass,  

33 his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.    

 

34 You saw till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 

image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces.  

   

35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to 

pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; 

and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and 

the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the 

whole earth.    

 

36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the 

king.     

 

We are well aware that the metals which decline in value and yet increase in 

commonality are a picture of the nations which were to succeed Babylon.   

They too, would be of less value in God’s eyes because of their loss of moral 

attributes as they progressed in conquering the then known world.  Daniel 

continued: “And after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to you, and 

another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth”. 

Daniel 2:39. 

 

If we think of the base of this dream (the body of the man) we are aware of the 

fact that there is only one head while there are two arms.  That fits the reality of 
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the one kingdom of Babylon being succeeded by the two nations of Media and 

Persia, and this is repeated for us in another prophecy with a different symbol.  

  

Daniel 7:5.  

“And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself 

on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of 

it: and they said thus to it, ‘Arise, devour much flesh’.”  

 

Daniel 7:17. 

“These great beasts, which are four, are four kings [kingdoms], which shall 

arise out of the earth”. 

    

As we know the Persians soon gained the ascendancy over the Medes in the 

kingdom and so it became known as the Persian Empire. 

 

Then along came the Greeks, recently unified by Alexander, and took over from 

them.  Daniel saw it this way: 

 

Daniel 8: 

1 In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, 

even to me Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first. 2 And I 

saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in 

the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I 

was by the river of Ulai.  

   

3 Then I lifted up my eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the 

river a ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one 

was higher than the other, and the higher came up last. 

    

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward [because 

it came from the east]; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither was 

there any that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his 

will, and became great [when it overcame Babylon]. 

    

5 And as I was considering, behold, a he goat came from the west on the 

face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground [it was so fast]: and the 

goat had a notable horn between his eyes.  

   

6 And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing 

before the river, and ran to him in the fury of his power. 7 And I saw him 

come close to the ram, and he was moved with choler [anger] against him, 

and smote the ram, and broke his two horns: and there was no power in 

the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and 
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stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of 

his hand. 

    

8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great [in men’s eyes]: and when he was 

strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones 

[new horns] toward the four winds of heaven [or, the four corners of the earth, if 

you are human].    

    

The angel interpreter continued: “The ram which you saw having two horns are 

the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Greece: and the 

great horn that is between his eyes is the first king [of Greece, Alexander].  Now 

that [he] being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand 

up out of the nation, but not in his power”.   Daniel 8:20-22. 

 

At this point we are at the base of the belly where the thighs begin.  And there 

are two of them!  So, like the arms of silver, we can expect the kingdom to split 

into two, but here we have been told that it would become four!  

 

And that is what history tells us – the four were Alexander’s generals, 

Lysimachus in the north; Cassander in the west; Seleucus in the east; and 

Ptolemy in the south.  But that did not last for long in the eyes of the universe.   

 

Here is the historical account of the first “thigh”. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus_I_Nicator 

Seleucus ruthlessly expanded his dominions and eventually conquered the 

Persian and Median lands. Seleucus did not only rule Babylonia, but the 

entire enormous eastern part of Alexander's empire: . . . 

 

Following Seleucus' victories against Antigonus [who followed Cassander] 

and Lysimachus, the Seleucid dynasty was virtually unopposed in Asia 

and in Anatolia. However, Seleucus also hoped to take control of 

Lysimachus' European territories, primarily Thrace and Macedon itself. 

But upon arriving in Thrace in 281 BC, Seleucus was assassinated by 

Ptolemy Ceraunus [an Egyptian/Greek], whom had taken refuge at the 

Seleucid court with his sister Lysandra. The effect of the assassination of 

Seleucus destroyed Seleucid prospects in Thrace and Macedon, and 

paved the way for Ptolemy Ceraunus to absorb much of Lysimachus' 

former power in Macedon [Greece].  

 

[However] Seleucus was succeeded by his son Antiochus I as ruler of the 

empire [and became king of the north]. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucus_I_Nicator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_(region)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anatolia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy_Ceraunus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysandra
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antiochus_I
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Seleucus founded a number of new cities during his reign, including 

Antioch and in particular Seleucia on the Tigris, the new capital of the 

Seleucid Empire, something that eventually depopulated Babylon. 

 

And the other thigh? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt_(Roman_province) 

The Ptolemaic Kingdom (/ˌtɒləˈmeɪ.ɪk/; Greek: Πτολεμαϊκὴ βασιλεία, 

Ptolemaïkḕ Basileía)[3] was a Hellenistic kingdom based in Egypt. It was 

ruled by the Ptolemaic dynasty which started with Ptolemy I Soter's 

accession after the death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC and which 

ended with the death of Cleopatra VII and the Roman conquest in 30 BC. 

 

The Ptolemaic Kingdom was founded in 305 BC by Ptolemy I Soter, who 

declared himself Pharaoh of Egypt and created a powerful Hellenistic 

dynasty that ruled an area stretching from southern Syria to Cyrene and 

south to Nubia. Alexandria became the capital city and a major center of 

Greek culture and trade. To gain recognition by the native Egyptian 

populace, they named themselves the successors to the Pharaohs.  

 

The later Ptolemies took on Egyptian traditions by marrying their 

siblings, had themselves portrayed on public monuments in Egyptian 

style and dress, and participated in Egyptian religious life. The Ptolemies 

had to fight native rebellions and were involved in foreign and civil wars 

that led to the decline of the kingdom and its final annexation by Rome. 

Hellenistic culture continued to thrive in Egypt throughout the Roman 

and Byzantine periods until the Muslim conquest. 

 

It was in this way that the Seleucid Empire became the ruler of the northern area 

of the Middle East, while the Ptolemies took over Egypt in the south – and they 

have become known as the kings of the north and the south respectively ever 

since. Thus the two thighs morphed into the two points of the compass. 

 

The angel interpreter drew Daniel’s attention to them later in another chapter: 

Daniel 11: 

2 And now will I show you the truth.  Behold, there shall stand up yet 

three kings in Persia; and the fourth shall be far richer than they all: and 

by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of 

Greece.  

 

3 And a mighty king shall stand up [in Greece], that shall rule with great 

dominion, and do according to his will [Alexander]. 4 And when he shall 

stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antioch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seleucia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt_(Roman_province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA_for_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemaic_Kingdom#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemaic_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy_I_Soter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleopatra_VII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aegyptus_(Roman_province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy_I_Soter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharaoh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrene,_Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nubia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annexation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_conquest_of_Egypt
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four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity [children], nor according to 

his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even 

for others beside those. [His generals were four, but soon became two.] 

    

5 And the king of the south [Ptolemy] shall be strong, and [so shall another] 

one of his [Alexander’s] princes; and he [north] shall be strong above him 

[south], and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.  

   

6 And in the end of years [after much fighting] they shall join themselves 

together; for the king's daughter of the south shall come to the king of the 

north to make an agreement [a peace treaty]: but she shall not retain the 

power of the arm [she will be ousted by a former wife]; neither shall he stand, 

nor his arm [the king of the north was poisoned by his former wife and her son took 

over]: but she [the daughter from the south] shall be given up [murdered], and 

they that brought her [her retinue], and he that begat her [her father, back in 

Egypt], and he that strengthened her [all her allies] in these times [and the new 

king of the north will win for a time]. 

    

7 But out of a branch of her roots [the daughter from the south’s brother] shall 

one stand up in his estate [Egypt], which shall come with an army, and 

shall enter into the fortress of the king of the north, and shall deal against 

them, and shall prevail.   

 

In this way the third kingdom, the belly of brass, became the two thighs of 

brass, leading to the two legs of iron.  A prophetic picture of their symbolism is 

that the king of the north (who took over Babylon) becomes the anti (in place 

of) Christ, the picture of false Christianity wherever (and whenever) it may be, 

while the king of the south becomes the anti (publicly against Christ).   

 

The king of the south (Egypt) became immortalized as much as his predecessor 

who had said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?  

I know not [do not recognise] the LORD, neither will I let Israel go”, for he was 

the picture of the ultimate rejecter or atheist.  Exodus 5:2.  He is anti (openly 

against) Christ, and therefore symbolises those who are like that wherever (and 

whenever) they may be. 

 

All we need to do is see that these titles will change faces and persons and 

expand or contract often over time, and we will not be confused when we read 

about them.  Both of them can be very religious because Babylon had many 

Baalim (boss gods), and Egypt had innumerable deities who presided over many 

aspects of life in their minds. 

 

Let’s recap a little:  The angel interpreter continued: 
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Daniel 8:  

22 “Now that [Alexander] being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four 

kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power. 23 And in 

the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the 

full [when God’s protection is fully rejected], a king of fierce countenance [a 

strong fighter], and understanding dark sentences [Latin was considered to be a 

coarse language, so Greek became the norm], shall stand up [that was the iron 

Pagan Roman leg, with the other in its shadow].   

  

24 And his [the Pagan Roman] power shall be mighty, but not by his own 

power [it was directly backed by Satan]: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and 

shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy [the influence of] the mighty 

and the holy people [the Jews].  25 And through his policy [cunning] also he 

shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in 

his heart, and by peace shall destroy many [some nations surrendered to Rome, 

much as many follow the United States today]: he shall also stand up against the 

Prince of princes [it crucified Christ]; but he shall be broken without hand 

[taken over by the Papacy – the religious leg]”.   

   

From then on in history we are able to see the great controversy as a three-way 

conflict, with the kings of the north and south fighting each other (see Daniel 

chapters 11-12), and at the same time trying to eliminate the people of God who 

are in the middle.  Consider the geographical situation in the Middle East and 

you will easily see this!  But it occurs wherever the three spiritual groups exist, 

in individuals as much as in groups. 

 

In such a simple way as dividing the body at the thighs God has shown us how 

to assess the world situation easily today in 2015.  There are only two real 

antagonists in the battle for this world.  One is democracy and the other is 

Islam, and they both belong to Satan!   

 

He has no compunction in throwing one against the other, or in causing the 

deaths of millions of humans, because he has only one aim in life – and that is 

to occupy and rule the world as his kingdom.  He knows that under his control 

he can easily replace any of the human “cattle” he loses in the meantime.  We 

only have to consider some of the great battles of the First World War to see 

that.    

 

What our God does is He looks after those who have chosen His way as much 

as He is allowed to, in the middle of all these conflicts, while at the same time 

we are told that He calls all to follow Him without delay.  
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Matthew 8:21-22: 

And another of His disciples said unto him, “LORD, suffer me first to go 

and bury my father”. But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me; and let the dead 

[in trespasses and sins, Ephesians 2:1] bury their dead”.    

 

Luke 9: 

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead [the kings of the north and south] bury their 

dead: but go you and preach the kingdom of God”.  61 And another also 

said, “LORD, I will follow You; but let me first go bid them farewell, 

which are at home at my house”. 62 And Jesus said to him, “No man, 

having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 

of God”.    

 

He was not being unsympathetic, but realistic, for the only way to help those 

who make up the followers of the kings of the north and south is to show them 

the truth of the gospel and do what we can to assist them to accept it.  Like the 

priests of old, we are not to sorrow overmuch at the deaths of the rejecters, but 

try actively to help them while they are alive. “For to him that is joined to all the 

living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion”.  Ecclesiastes 

9:4.  This why God said to the priests: 

 

Leviticus 21: 

1 And the LORD said to Moses, Speak to the priests the sons of Aaron, 

and say to them, There shall none be defiled [made ceremonially unclean] for 

the dead among his people: 2 but for his kin, that is near to him, that is, 

for his mother, and for his father, and for his son, and for his daughter, 

and for his brother, 3 and for his sister a virgin [unmarried], that is nigh to 

him, which has had no husband; for her may he be defiled [may privately 

sorrow that it is now too late].  

 

4 But he shall not [publicly] defile himself, being a chief man among his 

people, to profane himself [for anyone else].    

 

This may help to explain king David’s behaviour when the son whom he and 

Bathsheba had sired, died.   

 

2 Samuel 12: 

15 And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bare to David, and it 

was very sick. 16 David therefore besought God for the child; and David 

fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth.  

   

17 And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up 

from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with them.  
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18 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died.  And the 

servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they said, 

“Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he would 

not hearken to our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that 

the child is dead?”  

  

19 But when David saw that his servants whispered, David perceived that 

the child was dead: therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child 

dead?” And they said, “He is dead”.  

   

20 Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, 

and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and 

worshipped [thanked Him]: then he came to his own house; and when he 

required, they set bread before him, and he did eat [resumed his normal life]. 

21 Then said his servants to him, “What thing is this that you have done?  

You did fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; but when the child 

was dead, you did rise and eat bread”. 

    

22 And he said, “While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I 

said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child 

may live?  

 

23 But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast?  Can I bring him back 

again? I shall go to him [in death], but he shall not return to me [for ‘the dead 

know not anything’, Ecclesiastes 9:5]”.    

 

And, “God is not the God of the dead, but of the living”.  Matthew 22:32. 

 

Conclusion: 

The kingdom of Greece is shown as the “belly” AND “thighs” in the prophecy 

of the statue because that is where Satan split his forces to be able to have a 

two-pronged approach to God’s people. Ever since then he has used both 

heathen and professed Christian to confuse spiritual Israel. 

 
 


